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to Cancun 


WTO attacks water and agriculture-We attack WTO 


By PB Floyd 

The war on Iraq is over, but the struggle for control of the rest of 
the world is still raging. The battle pits a tiny fraction of the globe’s 
rich and powerful elite, using corporations as their weapons, and bodies 
like the World Trade Organization as their Central Command, against 
everyone else and the natural environment This summer, the front is in 
North America on the streets of Sacramento, California and Cancun, 
Mexico, where the WTO will be meeting. 

Thousands of people are mobilizing to disrupt the WTO's Fifth 
Ministerial Summit in Cancun September 10-14. Cancun is the first 
opportunity to directly confront the WTO since Seattle, when tens of 
thousands of people shut down the meeting and exposed the secretive, 
undemocratic WTO process to public scrutiny. After Seattle, the 
WTO had to have their next meeting in Qatar, a US-backed monarchy 
free of annoying demonstrators or pesky democratic participation. 

In Cancun, the WTO won’t be able to hide from the people’s wrath. 
The Mexican people — especially hard hit by economic globalization, 
which has meant more corporate control, pollution, sweatshops and 
poverty — have been mobilizing to shut down the WTO meeting. Folks 
in the United States and Canada can help by going to Cancun. 

But you don't need to go to Mexico to resist the WTO’s 
centralization of power. In preparation for the Cancun summit, the 
United States has invited Ministers of Trade, Agriculture, and 
Environment from 180 nations.to a pre-WTO meeting in Sacramento 



struggle at tne w I u isn't only to save family 
farmers from centralized corporate control — it's to save the 
environment from pesticides and genetic engineering. 

Sacramento is an amazing opportunity to refocus public attention 



By xarik nerdcore 

An intelligent US public? That’s not the 
goal of the media, with its dumbed down soup 
of fear, sensationalism, and unquestioning 
patriotism. Radical grassroots activists, 
overwhelmed with the flood of insane patriotic 
imagery, make a false assumption: that people 
who buy into the stupid american dream are 
themselves.... Stupid. 

True, it’s a lot easier to write folks off as 
stupid, than to actually engage with them. But 
when we focus on insane displays of patriotism, 
rather than the person behind them, we 
actually let the media and the government win. 
We perpetuate the fear of disagreement, 
debate, and critical thinking that allows this 
government to build an empire on lies. 
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vv I u attacks water ana agriculture-we attack w I u 


By PB Floyd 

The war on Iraq is over, but the struggle for control of the rest of 
the world is still raging. The battle pits a tiny fraction of the globe’s 
rich and powerful elite, using corporations as their weapons, and bodies 
like the World Trade Organization as their Central Command, against 
everyone else and the natural environment This summer, the front is in 
North America on the streets of Sacramento, California and Cancun, 
Mexico, where the WTO will be meeting. 

Thousands of people are mobilizing to disrupt the WTO’s Fifth 
Ministerial Summit in Cancun September 10-14. Cancun is the first 
opportunity to directly confront the WTO since Seattle, when tens of 
thousands of people shut down the meeting and exposed the secretive, 
undemocratic WTO process to public scrutiny. After Seattle, the 
WTO had to have their next meeting in Qatar, a US-backed monarchy 
free of annoying demonstrators or pesky democratic participation. 

In Cancun, the WTO won't be able to hide from the people’s wrath. 
The Mexican people — especially hard hit by economic globalization, 
which has meant more corporate control, pollution, sweatshops and 
poverty — have been mobilizing to shut down the WTO meeting. Folks 
in the United States and Canada can help by going to Cancun. 

But you don’t need to go to Mexico to resist the WTO’s 
centralization of power. In preparation for the Cancun summit, the 
United States has invited Ministers of Trade, Agriculture, and 
Environment from 180 nations to a pre-WTO meeting in Sacramento 
June 23-25. The meeting is intended to prepare treaty text for the 
agriculture portion of the WTO's Cancun summit. 

Agriculture may be one of the WTO’s Achilles heels, because the 
United States, Europe and many other countries are severely split over 
use of genetically modified plants and animals and farm subsidies. If 
agreement is impossible on agriculture, the rest of the WTO's 
expansion will also be threatened. Thus, successfully disrupting the 
Sacramento meeting will powerfully set the stage for Cancun. 

The US government hopes they’ll be able to push through 
agreements in Sacramento to open up the world’s dinner tables to 
corporate dominated, factory farmed mega-agra corporate food. 
Corporate forces are putting on a private “Expo On Agricultural 
Science and Technology” at the same time as the WTO meeting to push 
their agenda. The US and a “coalition of the willing” recently took 
steps in a WTO court to sue European Union countries which have been 
cautious about permitting genetically modified organisms in Europe. 



farmers from centralized corporate control — it’s to save the 
environment from pesticides and genetic engineering. 


Sacramento is an amazing opportunity to refocus public attention 
from Bush’s agenda of war, tax cuts, fear and attacks on civil liberties 
back to our agenda — the struggle for freedom, self-determination 
and an ecologically sustainable future. During the war, tens of 
thousands of people in the Bay Area took the streets and shut down 
business as usual. Let’s build on what we learned and go one better by 
shutting down the WTO meeting in Sacramento. 

The elite can only lose the Struggle in Sacramento, because they can 
only save the meeting from chaos by turning California’s capitol into an 
armed camp. So be it — ultimately the corporate capitalist world 
envisioned by the WTO requires open violence to enforce the 
systematic theft of labor power and natural resources. Let’s make 
sure the system’s violence is exposed so the whole world can see it. 
Just because the overt war in Iraq has ended doesn’t mean that the 
everyday war against the earth and the public has changed. The 

Continued on page 15 


Torque the System ouiards Radical Action! 


By PB Floyd 

In the immediate aftermath of the US war 
against Iraq, some folks who oppose a global 
US military empire are feeling discouraged 
and isolated. This is a big mistake — in this 



for massive social change. The direction of 
that change is unknown, with all parties hoping 
to seize the moment and promote their own 
agenda. It’s up to the anti-war movement, and 



An intelligent US public? That’s not the 
goal of the media, with its dumbed down soup 
of fear, sensationalism, and unquestioning 
patriotism. Radical grassroots activists, 
overwhelmed with the flood of insane patriotic 
imagery, make a false assumption: that people 
who buy into the stupid american dream are 
themselves.... Stupid. 

True, it’s a lot easier to write folks off as 
stupid, than to actually engage with them. But 
when we focus on insane displays of patriotism, 
rather than the person behind them, we 
actually let the media and the government win. 
We perpetuate the fear of disagreement, 
debate, and critical thinking that allows this 
government to build an empire on lies. 

Who are we, as radical grassroots activists, 
often based in urban areas, writing off? We 
don’t write off the urban poor, and other 



traditionally “oppressed” people - native 
people, migrant workers, for example. The 
people we discount are people who have 
bought, to some extent, into the american 
dream. From the far left, we see the folks in 
cookie-cutter suburban neighborhoods, the 
folks flocking to the mall, the callers on AM 
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Agriculture may be one of the WTO’s Achilles heels, because the 
United States, Europe and many other countries are severely split over 
use of genetically modified plants and animals and farm subsidies. If 
agreement is impossible on agriculture, the rest of the WTO’s 
expansion will also be threatened. Thus, successfully disrupting the 
Sacramento meeting will powerfully set the stage for Cancun. 

The US government hopes they'll be able to push through 
agreements in Sacramento to open up the world’s dinner tables to 
corporate dominated, factory farmed mega-agra corporate food. 
Corporate forces are putting on a private “Expo On Agricultural 
Science and Technology” at the same time as the WTO meeting to push 
their agenda. The US and a “coalition of the willing” recently took 
steps in a WTO court to sue European Union countries which have been 
cautious about permitting genetically modified organisms in Europe. 
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and an ecologically sustainable future. During the war, tens of 
thousands of people in the Bay Area took the streets and shut down 
business as usual. Let’s build on what we learned and go one better by 
shutting down the WTO meeting in Sacramento. 

The elite can only lose the Struggle in Sacramento, because they can 
only save the meeting from chaos by turning California’s capitol into an 
armed camp. So be it — ultimately the corporate capitalist world 
envisioned by the WTO requires open violence to enforce the 
systematic theft of labor power and natural resources. Let’s make 
sure the system’s violence is exposed so the whole world can see it. 
Just because the overt war in Iraq has ended doesn't mean that the 
everyday war against the earth and the public has changed. The 

Continued on page 15 


Torque the System owards Radical fiction! 


By PB Floyd 

In the immediate aftermath of the US war 
against Iraq, some folks who oppose a global 
US military empire are feeling discouraged 
and isolated. This is a big mistake — in this 
unsettled period, there are tremendous 
opportunities to advance the struggle against 
capitalism and its military empires. 

The period leading up to the war brought 
millions of people around the world out into the 
streets against the war. Bush didn't seem to 
care, and the war went ahead anyway. Big 
fucking deal! The point here isn’t that the war 
happened in spite of massive protest — the 
point is the massive protest, and that millions 
of people have learned a crucial lesson — that 
the political system is just going to ignore 
their polite protests. 

The disappointment of millions of people 
who were unsuccessful in stopping the war 
using polite protest can lead in two directions: 
either people will be pushed into apathy and 
silence, or they’ll get radicalized and start to 
realize that the only way to stop the system’s 
drive towards mass murder is to figure out 
how to disrupt, resist and fight the system. If 
•the system won’t listen to the people, the 



people will have to tear the system down as an 
act of self-defense. 

The war, the disunity over the war amongst 
the capitalist powers, the crisis at the UN, and 
the global popular resistance to the war all 
disrupted the previous political balance. Like a 
balloon that was over-inflated and burst, all of 
the pieces of the game have been briefly 
tossed into the air. 

Such an historical rupture can open the way 


for massive social change. The direction of 
that change is unknown, with all parties hoping 
to seize the moment and promote their own 
agenda. It’s up to the anti-war movement, and 
particularly radicals and anti-authoritarians 
within the anti-war movement, to make sure 
that the change in this unstable period is 
positiye, not negative. 

Now is a crucial time to organize, continue 
the struggle, emphasize lessons learned, and 
transform the organizations and people 
mobilized by the war from the reactive anti¬ 
war effort to a struggle for something new. 
It’s essential in the aftermath of the war to 
describe what we’re for — and move beyond 
what we’re against. 

Our alternative vision is of a world 
organized around freedom, self-determination, 
cooperation and meeting human needs — not 
domination, violence, coercion and profit. Most 
people realize that naked might shouldn’t make 
right. Its easy to confuse Bush’s inevitable 
military victory with a political victory — with 
winning the peace. The anti-war movement may 

Continued on page 14 
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don t write off the urban poor, and other 



traditionally “oppressed” people - native 
people, migrant workers, for example. The 
people we discount are people who have 
bought, to some extent, into the american 
dream. From the far left, we see the folks in 
cookie-cutter suburban neighborhoods, the 
folks flocking to the mall, the callers on AM 
Talk Radio, all feasting on american milk and 
honey. 

Undeniably, folks who love the american 
dream are buying into a web of oppression. 
But the fact that they don't appear to see this 
truth and fail to analyze the consequences of 
their actions, doesn't mean they're one¬ 
dimensional humans without potential for 
change. The american dream is the status quo, 
easy to adopt, if hard to actually obtain. 
People often have thoughts and feelings much 
more complex than what's seen on the outside. 
Truth be told, many “oppressed” people also 
want the american dream, it’s just not 
happening for them. 

Neither is the appearance of american-style 
success a guarantee of happiness. There is real 
pain in the suburbs, small towns, rural areas, as 
well as in the cities—generalized 
dissatisfaction with life that goes far beyond 
30-second sensationalized trauma spots in the 
news. 

Many grassroots activists know this pain - 

Continued on page 11 
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State Fucking With Anarchists 


Camilo Iflveiros Still Needs Support 


Slingshot is a quarterly, independent, radical, 
newspaper published in the East Bay since 1988. 

In an attempt to expand our artistic horizons, 
Slingshotters this issue debated the editorial 
content of the paper by engaging in competitive 
interpretive dance. It was an awesome sight; the 
staff frolicking and flinging themselves to and fro 
around the loft/office, emoting heavy political 
content with the added benefit of participating in 
strenuous, aerobic physical activity, to keep our 
blood flowing. 

Finally, after fifteen years of publishing, we had 
our first ever retreat in April. What was planned 
as a sunny Saturday in one of the many beautiful 
nature spots here in the Bay Area, turned out to 
be a soggy, lightning and thunder filled afternoon 
in a leaky, red VW microbus. That may sound like 
an Arlo Guthrie song, but it actually was very 
productive, that is until we got to the bowling 
alley. No, really. 

We decided that we want to change the 
process so we can publish the paper more often. 
We want to crunch the distribution cycle from 
about 3 weeks to just one weekend. That would 
take a lot more volunteer help that weekend. We 
talked about how we could get help from people 
who didn’t necessarily want to go to all our 
meetings and be fully involved in the collective, 
but who would nonetheless like to help Slingshot 
expand and thrive. 

We also talked about reducing the period 
between our article brainstorm and our article 
deadline to just 3 weeks, instead of the current 5. 
To do that, we would need to find more writers 
outside the collective who would be willing to 
write an article or two per issue. Such folks 
wouldn’t have to go to our meetings or even live 
in the Bay Area. We would like to make these 
changes starting in 2004. Let us know if you can 
help. 

In responding to a reporter’s question about 
the supremes hearing a case on sodomy, Sen. R. 
Santorum sez he is against all consensual sex. In 
response to that, a letter to ‘Savage Love’ 
suggested naming a sex act after Mr. S. We at 
Slingshot think this is a fine idea and after much 
heated debate and experimentation, suggest 
eating out an armpit as the act to henceforth to 
be dubbed Santoruming. 


Around the world during the war people 
gathered in the streets to demonstrate 
against Bush’s war in Iraq. Two and a half 
years ago, many gathered to greet the 
nomination of George the lesser in the streets 
of Philadelphia. 

During that earlier week of protests, the 
Republican National Committee worked with 
Police Commissioner John Timoney to silence 
dissent by attacking civil liberties. Unlike N30 
in Seattle, Commissioner Timoney’s police 
avoided public displays of violence and instead 
quelled dissent by arresting protesters on 
spurious misdemeanor and felony charges. 420 
people were arrested. Over the last two and a 
half years, most of those charges have been 
dropped. 

However, the city of Philadelphia still 
intends to press charges against tenant 
organizer Camilo Viveiros for his participation 
in a rally where the Philadelphia police force 
responded with excessive force, riding 
bicycles into people and beating them bloody 
with batons. Police Commissioner John 
Timoney came down to the melee himself, 
leading the bicycle cavalry into the bodies of 
the protesters. Timoney alleges that Camilo 
attacked him with a bike during this 
confrontation. 

Godzilla Kicks Ass, 
Pude 

Hi Slingshot, 

I just moved into a cell that someone had left a 
copy of Slingshot, Winter 2002 issue in. I really 
enjoyed it and found a lot in common with most all 
the views and agenda’s expressed. What’s a trip 
is you guys also chose to put “Godzilla” on the 
cover of that issue. I actually wrote some lyrics 
about Bin Laden hummed to the Blue Oyster 
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Judge Pamela Dembe had thrown out the 
most serious charges against Camilo, stating 
they are "not supported by anything, frankly." 
However, District Attorney Lynne Abraham 
successfully lobbied the court to restore many 
of the charges. He now faces up to 40 years in 
prison. Also, Abraham has repeatedly 
postponed the trial to prepare a better case 
against him. As lawyers pointed out during the 
RNC demonstrations, the government and the 
police are trying to wrongly equate street 
protests with terrorism. Timoney himself 
contributed to this discourse, calling for a 
federal investigation in the this "nationwide 
conspiracy." We must prevent the criminal 
injustice system from crushing another one of 
our most conscientious organizers. We must 
ensure that an innocent man remain free so 
that he can continue his work in the community. 
The Friends of Camilo invite people to learn 
more about Camilo's case at the website 
www.friendsofcamilo.org. The website also 
contains information about joining a support 
group, a calendar of events, and instructions 
on how to write a letter to Judge Hughes 
telling him to drop all charges against Camilo. 
www.friendsofcamilo.org 

Oregon Dept Of Corr. 
Censoring Anarchist 
Material 

Dear Slingshot, 

I am a prisoner at Oregon State Penitentiary, I 
have been for eight years. Currently I have a 
lawsuit going against the Oregon Dept, of 
Corrections for excessive, unreasonable 
censorship of Anarchist materials/publications and 
other publications who happen to print an article 


Mexican Anarchist 
Appreciates 
Your letters 

Mexican anarchist Carlos Alberto Estrada 
Arroyo was recently sentenced to 12 and a 
half years in jail for an alleged robbery that he 
denies having anything to do with. On May 14, 
2001, Carlos was on his way back to work from 
a lunch break at his job as a brick mason in 
Mexico City, when he was arrested by the 
police. He was then beaten and tortured but 
still refused to admit guilt to a crime that he 
didn't commit. Carlos was politically active 
including being involved in the large UNAM 
strike in 2000 that was crushed by the police. 

Carlos and his family are thankful for the 
international support he has received including 
help from Argentina. Brazil, the U.S., France 
and Poland. His mother Sara Arroyo Granados 
writes: "...I am writing to thank you for the 
economic and moral help that has been 
provided to my son. The economic aid that has 
been given to us without knowing that we are a 
family with scarce resources and the letters 
you have sent to Carlos have cheered him up so 
much. They are like spinach for Popeye. When 
he is feeling down we bring him the letters and 
it brings back his strength. For this I implore 
that you don't stop writing him. Even for me 
personally, I feel very inspired to know that we 
have friends, true friends. Thank you kids, 
thank you from all of my heart. To all in general, 
from all the states of the republic and of 
countries who have sent support, I know you 
may not believe in God, but I hope that life 
gives you all that can be desired. Goodbye." 

To send letters or donations to Carlos 
contact: upl_upl§ yahoo.com 






expand and thrive. 

We also talked about reducing the period 
between our article brainstorm and our article 
deadline to just 3 weeks, instead of the current 5. 
To do that, we would need to find more writers 
outside the collective who would be willing to 
write an article or two per issue. Such folks 
wouldn’t have to go to our meetings or even live 
in the Bay Area. We would like to make these 
changes starting in 2004. Let us know if you can 
help. 

In responding to a reporter’s question about 
the supremes hearing a case on sodomy, Sen. R. 
Santorum sez he is against all consensual sex. In 
response to that, a letter to ‘Savage Love’ 
suggested naming a sex act after Mr. S. We at 
Slingshot think this is a fine idea and after much 
heated debate and experimentation, suggest 
eating out an armpit as the act to henceforth to 
be dubbed Santoruming. 

We are always on the lookout for writers, 
artists, editors, photographers, (folks from out of 
the area/US sincerely wanted!) distributors and 
independent thinkers to help us put out this paper. 
If you have such skills and would like to contribute 
we’d greatly appreciate it. Photos of demos or of 
cool reworkings of the cultural landscape, and 
stencils, are particularly welcome. If you do send 
us something, please be open to editorial 
discussion. 

Editorial decisions about Slingshot are made by 
the collective, but not all articles reflect the 
opinions of all collective members. We welcome 
debate, constructive criticism and discussion. 

Thanks to everyone who helped us create this 
issue!!! 

Slingshot New Volunteer Meeting 

Volunteers interested in getting involved with 
Slingshot come to the new volunteer meeting 
September 14th at 1p.m. at the Long Haul in 
Berkeley (see below). 

Article deadline and Next Issue date 

Submit your articles for issue 79 by October 
18th, 2003. We expect the issue out the end of 
October 
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I Timoney came down to the melee himself, 
leading the bicycle cavalry into the bodies of 
the protesters. Timoney alleges that Camilo 
attacked him with a bike during this 
confrontation. 

Godzilla Kicks Ass, 
Pude 

Hi Slingshot, 

I just moved into a cell that someone had left a 
copy of Slingshot, Winter 2002 issue in. I really 
enjoyed it and found a lot in common with most all 
the views and agenda’s expressed. What’s a trip 
is you guys also chose to put “Godzilla” on the 
cover of that issue. I actually wrote some lyrics 
about Bin Laden hummed to the Blue Oyster 
Cult’s “Godzilla” song. Below is as copy of the 
lyrics for ya. Feel free to publish them and even 
publish my name and current residence here at 
the state prison. I’m only doing a short violation 
but I’m looking for like minded people to write to. 

When I parole I’ll be homeless, I plan on 
residing in the Bay Area/Berkeley temporarily but 
have dreams and goals of traveling America. I’ve 
done a lot of time since 1990 (pretty much all of 
the 90’s) so even though parole will still have my 
number, I’m not gonna let it restrict my happiness 
and ambition of seeking personal freedom- “Fuck 
State Parole.” Everytime I get out it’s my time! My 
life- My way! 

Anyway, I’m curious about the current state of 
Albany’s Natural Dumpsite? That article about 
such a place really intrigued me. You got my 
sympathy and agreement on saving such an area 
at its natural state of growth. I wish I could be 
there to help and support, possibly soon. I loved 
your ideas about everyone coming together. All 
walks of life and outcasts, united together! I’m a 
31 year old, ex-punkrocker/lost identity, anti¬ 
social, wingnut-big gg fan. 

Welp, thanks for your time, please write back. 
Respectfully for all tribes. 

One love, 

Alfred Busby T37800 
San Quentin State Prison 
San Quentin, CA 94974 

GOD - ZZILLA 

Like a masquerading pirate, he rocked the 
Kings ship, then ducked in a cave and 
Laughed at the world while he took a shit 
Oh yeah, got to go! Go-go Bin Ladin 


on how to write a letter to Judge Hughes 
telling him to drop all charges against Camilo. 
www.friendsofcamilo.org 

Oregon Dept Of Corr. 
Censoring Anarchist 
Material 

Dear Slingshot, 

I am a prisoner at Oregon State Penitentiary, I 
have been for eight years. Currently I have a 
lawsuit going against the Oregon Dept, of 
Corrections for excessive, unreasonable 
censorship of Anarchist materials/publications and 
other publications who happen to print an article 
containing Anarchist symbols and 
statements/articles that contain Anarchist 
symbols. All funds that I do manage to accumulate 
are going towards this legal action. Currently, I, 
and my cellmate, Rob Los Ricos, are serving 120 
days in the “hole” for unauthorized organization 
for fighting these restrictions. Both of us can be 
reached at the Oregon State Penitentiary. 

Brian McCarvill 11037967 
Rob Los Ricos 12112716 
2605 State St. 

Salem, OR 97310 

Objurgating in Oregon, 

Brian McCarvill 


Organizer Update 

Thanks to everyone who bought a 2003 
Slingshot Organizer — they pay for this 
paper to be free all over the place. We’re 
already working on the 2004 Organizer, 
expected out October 1, 2003. Please don’t 
order until then — it’s confusing. If you have 
ideas for the 2004 version (or graphics or 
historical dates, etc.) send them to us by 
August 1 or sooner. We’re always looking for 
more listings for our radical contact list, so if 
you know of one in your area that isn’t listed, 
please send it. Contacts have to have a 
physical address and usually a phone number. 
Also, we just got a few 2003 Organizers 
returned, so you can still get one for $5 
(includes shipping). Ignore the website which 
says we are out. 



Circulation Information 

Slinnshot is free in the Rev Area and is 
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been given to us without knowing that we are a 
family with scarce resources and the letters 
you have sent to Carlos have cheered him up so 
much. They are like spinach for Popeye. When 
he is feeling down we bring him the letters and 
it brings back his strength. For this I implore 
that you don't stop writing him. Even for me 
personally, I feel very inspired to know that we 
have friends, true friends. Thank you kids, 
thank you from all of my heart. To all in general, 
from all the states of the republic and of 
countries who have sent support, I know you 
may not believe in God, but I hope that life 
gives you all that can be desired. Goodbye." 

To send letters or donations to Carlos 
contact: upl_upl§ yahoo.com 




Solidarity Books 

Slingshot earlier reported the wrong address 
for Solidarity Books in our 2003 radical 
contact list. Check them out if you’re in 
Indianapolis: Our new (and hopefully 
permanent home, due to a sweet 3-5 year 











the area/US sincerely wanted!) distributors and 
independent thinkers to help us put out this paper. 
If you have such skills and would like to contribute 
we’d greatly appreciate it. Photos of demos or of 
cool reworkings of the cultural landscape, and 
stencils, are particularly welcome. If you do send 
us something, please be open to editorial 
discussion. 

Editorial decisions about Slingshot are made by 
the collective, but not all articles reflect the 
opinions of all collective members. We welcome 
debate, constructive criticism and discussion. 

Thanks to everyone who helped us create this 
issue!!! 

Slingshot New Volunteer Meeting 

Volunteers interested in getting involved with 
Slingshot come to the new volunteer meeting 
September 14th at 1p.m. at the Long Haul in 
Berkeley (see below). 

Article deadline and Next Issue date 

Submit your articles for issue 79 by October 
18th, 2003. We expect the issue out the end of 
October 
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the state prison. I’m only doing a short violation 
but I’m looking for like minded people to write to. 

When I parole I’ll be homeless, I plan on 
residing in the Bay Area/Berkeley temporarily but 
have dreams and goals of traveling America. I’ve 
done a lot of time since 1990 (pretty much all of 
the 90’s) so even though parole will still have my 
number, I’m not gonna let it restrict my happiness 
and ambition of seeking personal freedom- “Fuck 
State Parole.” Everytime I get out it’s my time! My 
life- My way! 

Anyway, I’m curious about the current state of 
Albany’s Natural Dumpsite? That article about 
such a place really intrigued me. You got my 
sympathy and agreement on saving such an area 
at its natural state of growth. I wish I could be 
there to help and support, possibly soon. I loved 
your ideas about everyone coming together. All 
walks of life and outcasts, united together! I’m a 
31 year old, ex-punkrocker/lost identity, anti¬ 
social, wingnut-big gg fan. 

Welp, thanks for your time, please write back. 
Respectfully for all tribes. 

One love, 

Alfred Busby T37800 
San Quentin State Prison 
San Quentin, CA 94974 


symbols. All funds that I do manage to accumulate 
are going towards this legal action. Currently, I, 
and my cellmate, Rob Los Ricos, are serving 120 
days in the “hole” for unauthorized organization 
for fighting these restrictions. Both of us can be 
reached at the Oregon State Penitentiary. 

Brian McCarvill 11037967 
Rob Los Ricos 12112716 
2605 State St. 

Salem, OR 97310 

Objurgating in Oregon, 

Brian McCarvill 



GOD - ZZILLA 


Like a masquerading pirate, he rocked the 
Kings ship, then ducked in a cave and 
Laughed at the world while he took a shit 
Oh yeah, got to go! Go-go Bin Ladin 


Organizer Update 

Thanks to everyone who bought a 2003 
Slingshot Organizer — they pay for this 
paper to be free all over the place. We’re 
already working on the 2004 Organizer, 
expected out October 1, 2003. Please don’t 
order until then — it’s confusing. If you have 
ideas for the 2004 version (or graphics or 
historical dates, etc.) send them to us by 
August 1 or sooner. We’re always looking for 
more listings for our radical contact list, so if 
you know of one in your area that isn’t listed, 
please send it. Contacts have to have a 
physical address and usually a phone number. 
Also, we just got a few 2003 Organizers 
returned, so you can still get one for $5 


Circulation Information 

Slingshot is free in the Bay Area and is 
available at Long Haul and Bound Together 
Books (SF), plus lots of other places. Contact 
us or come by if you want to distribute 
Slingshot for free in the Bay Area 

Subscriptions to Slingshot are $1 (until the 
state is toppled) per issue (bulk mail pre¬ 
paid) or $2 for First Class Mail after the issue 
comes out. International is $2.50 per issue. 
Back issues are also available. Amazing 
national free distribution program: Outside of 
the Bay Area, we’ll mail a stack of free copies 
of Slingshot to distributors, infoshops, 
bookstores and random friendly individuals for 
FREE in the US if they give 'em out for free. 

If you purchased a 2003 Slingshot organizer 
via mail order, you’ve been sent this copy for 
free. Send us $1 for a one year subscription. 


(includes shipping). Ignore the website which 
says we are out. 

Community Shuts 
Down Red Star 
yeast 


A coalition of community environmental 2 
justice organizations has finally succeeded in Z 
shutting down the stinking yeast factory in 4 


t, formerly Red Z 
nic plumes into ^ 
" ' Oakland 4 


West Oakland! L esaffre Yeast 
Star Yeast, emitted carcinogenic 
the densely populated West 
neighborhood. Despite efforts of Bay Area ^ 
Air Quality Management District to actually Z 
renew Lesaffre’s permit, the company was ^ 
forced to close after being bombarded by Z 
street protests to legal ^ 

| 


everything from 
proceedings. 





Solidarity Books 

Slingshot earlier reported the wrong address 
for Solidarity Books in our 2003 radical 
contact list. Check them out if you're in 
Indianapolis: Our new (and hopefully 
permanent home, due to a sweet 3-5 year 
lease) address is 2123 N. Boulevard, 
Indianapolis IN 46202. It's right off the 21st 
st. exit on 1-65 just north of dowtown 
Indianapolis. Our number is now (317) 924 
4870. We're open everyday from 12-8 pm 
except Sundays (open 12-6 pm) and Tuesday 
(closed). 
























Murder in Palestine: 

Don’t mourn, Organize 


ISM calls for summer of action in Palestine 


Rachel Corrie, 23, American — run over by 
an Israeli Army bulldozer and killed defending a 
doctor’s house from demolition. 

Tom Hurndall, 21, British — shot in the 
back of the head by an Israeli sniper while he 
was trying to get children out of the line of 
fire. 

Bryan Avery, 24, American — shot in the 
face by Israeli soldiers firing from an armored 
personnel carrier. 

Rachel, Tom and Bryan were in Palestine 
working with the International Solidarity 
Movement when they were killed or wounded. 
All were clearly identified as ISM activists — 
they wore bright orange vests with reflective 
stripes. 

Their names are western and familiar 
sounding here in the US. We don’t know the 
names of the hundreds of Palestinians killed by 
Israeli attacks in the occupied territories over 
the past months or years. Their names aren’t 
familiar. Because they are not white, their 
lives and deaths don't seem to matter much to 
the US news media or the American political 
system. 

The idea behind the ISM is that mostly white 
activists from powerful countries would not be 



“The International Solidarity Movement is 
urgently calling for international volunteers to 
come to the Occupied West Bank and Gaza to 
stand with Palestinians against attacks on 
their very existence. An international presence 
CAN make a difference. This Summer, 
hundreds, perhaps thousands, of concerned 
citizens from around the world will travel to 
Palestine to participate in nonviolent direct 
action in support of Palestinian human rights. 
Join us!” 

In the face of the courage and persistence 
of the ISM, the Israeli military regime has 
stepped up attacks on the Palestinian-led 
human rights organization. On April 16, Army 
Chief of Staff, Lt. General Moshe Yaalon 
announced that he had given the order to "take 
the ISM out", claiming that they "injure [the] 
freedom of action" of his troops. 

True to their word, on May 9 dozens of 
police and soldiers, 20 army jeeps and an 
armored personnel carrier surrounded and 
raided the ISM media office in Beit Sahour, 
confiscating computers, photographs, files, 
destroying other equipment and arresting 3 
activists. Two westerners were deported. 

The western ISM activists killed in Israel 
over the past months wouldn’t have wanted an 
obituary because they understood that 
Palestinians — and other poor and non-white 
people around the world — are dying every 
day at the hands of western militarism and 
capitalism. The poor never get an obituary in 
the western press, even though all of us 
humans are equally valuable — equally capable 
of love, life, hope and pain. 

We know that the ISM activists were brave, 
caring, committed activists. They left behind 
families and friends who loved them. They 
refused to sit passively and watch brutality. 

TL A ^ J __ _ [. .11. __a__ii 



Personal account: Police fire on anti-war demonstrators 


Shoot ‘em, boys! 


Poor cop deportment at the Oakland Port 


The Oakland Police Department dealt with 
anti-war protesters this spring with the same 
brutal force it visits upon Oakland residents 
every day. The mainstream media widely 
reported an incident in which police fired less 
than lethal” ammunition — shotgun bean bag 
rounds, wooden bullets and concussion 
grenades — at non-violent demonstrators. 
But the media ignored an earlier incident in 
which a phalanx of motorcycle cops rode 
directly into anti-war high school students 
marching in downtown Oakland, running over 
several students. And the media routinely 
ignores Oakland police violence against 
Oakland’s ordinary citizens. 

Even when a spectacular case of police 
brutality surfaces — like the Riders scandal in 
which four officers framed over a hundred 
suspects, requiring Oakland to pay out $10 
million in legal settlements — the media 

rlnnirtc it sc an icnlatari inrirlnnt In fart 


“As the crowd milled about, It seemed that 
nobody knew what to do or where to go. Many 
of the protesters, including myself, had never 
been to the port before and were unfamiliar 
with the geography there. 

“After a few minutes, and for no obvious or 
apparent reason, the morning quiet was 
pierced by explosions as the Oakland Police 
Department opened fire on the crowd. Neither 
I nor anyone else I have spoken to is aware of 
any act on the part of any demonstrator that 
could have provoked this violence. 

“From this point on, the Oakland Police 
Department swept down Middle Harbor Road 
and Maritime Street firing repeated 
barrages, over and over again, into the crowd. 
They fired on the crowd for approximately an 
hour and a half to two hours as they pursued us 
for more than a mile. For much of this time, the 
Oakland Police Department repeatedly drove a 
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personnel carrier. 

Rachel, Tom and Bryan were in Palestine 
working with the International Solidarity 
Movement when they were killed or wounded. 
All were clearly identified as ISM activists — 
they wore bright orange vests with reflective 
stripes. 

Their names are western and familiar 
sounding here in the US. We don’t know the 
names of the hundreds of Palestinians killed by 
Israeli attacks in the occupied territories over 
the past months or years. Their names aren’t 
familiar. Because they are not white, their 
lives and deaths don’t seem to matter much to 
the US news media or the American political 
system. 

The idea behind the ISM is that mostly white 



killed by the Israeli military the way 
Palestinians are routinely killed. These 
western activists — living with Palestinians 
and participating in non-violent actions in the 
occupied territories and offering humanitarian 
assistance there — could help protect 
Palestinians and act as independent observers 
of Israeli atrocities. 

The ISM isn’t backing down now that it is 
obvious that the Israelis will kill western 
activists just as savagely as they have always 
killed Palestinians. Instead, they are laying 
plans for Freedom Summer 2003 between July 
1 - August 15: 
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action in support of Palestinian human rights. 
Join us!” 

In the face of the courage and persistence 
of the ISM, the Israeli military regime has 
stepped up attacks on the Palestinian-led 
human rights organization. On April 16, Army 
Chief of Staff, Lt. General Moshe Yaalon 
announced that he had given the order to "take 
the ISM out", claiming that they "injure [the] 
freedom of action" of his troops. 

True to their word, on May 9 dozens of 
police and soldiers, 20 army jeeps and an 
armored personnel carrier surrounded and 
raided the ISM media office in Beit Sahour, 
confiscating computers, photographs, files, 
destroying other equipment and arresting 3 
activists. Two westerners were deported. 

The western ISM activists killed in Israel 
over the past months wouldn’t have wanted an 
obituary because they understood that 
Palestinians — and other poor and non-white 
people around the world — are dying every 
day at the hands of western militarism and 
capitalism. The poor never get an obituary in 
the western press, even though all of us 
humans are equally valuable — equally capable 
of love, life, hope and pain. 

We know that the ISM activists were brave, 
caring, committed activists. They left behind 
families and friends who loved them. They 
refused to sit passively and watch brutality. 
They stood up — powerfully and nonviolently 
— to do something about it, and for that, they 
were killed. 

What the western ISM activists would have 
wanted is to know that others would have the 
courage to rush to fill their places. The 
struggle for the liberation of Palestinians and 
all people across the world must continue. 

The ISM requests that people wishing to 
volunteer do so for at least 10 days. They plan 
to conduct trainings at least once a week from 
July 1 - Aug. 15 in Bethlehem. The ISM 
maintains a presence in Palestine year-round, 
not just during the summer. For more 
information, contact www.palsolidarity.orgji, 
+972-2-277-4602. _p B 


Personal account: Police fire on anti-war demonstrators 


Shoot ‘em, boys! 


Poor cop deportment at the Oakland Port 


The Oakland Police Department dealt with 
anti-war protesters this spring with the same 
brutal force it visits upon Oakland residents 
every day. The mainstream media widely 
reported an incident in which police fired “less 
than lethal" ammunition — shotgun bean bag 
rounds, wooden bullets and concussion 
grenades — at non-violent demonstrators. 
But the media ignored an earlier incident in 
which a phalanx of motorcycle cops rode 
directly into anti-war high school students 
marching in downtown Oakland, running over 
several students. And the media routinely 
ignores Oakland police violence against 
Oakland’s ordinary citizens. 

Even when a spectacular case of police 
brutality surfaces — like the Riders scandal in 
which four officers framed over a hundred 
suspects, requiring Oakland to pay out $10 
million in legal settlements — the media 
depicts it as an isolated incident. In fact, 
police corruption and violence is rampant in 
Oakland and other large cities. When more 
middle-class war protesters are the victims, it 
gets some press — when the victims are poor 
or non-white, the media turns the other way. 

Below we've reprinted exerpts from public 
testimony given by Oakland resident Scott 
Fleming, who was shot five times with wooden 
bullets (4 in the back) while protesting the 
war on Iraq at the Port of Oakland. We need 
to struggle against police violence whether its 
against political demonstrators or the just 
regular folks. 

“On the morning of April 7, a number of 
protesters gathered at the port and set up 
peaceful pickets in front of a handful of 
shipping lines. The protesters were doing 
nothing more than carrying signs and walking in 
circles. There was a brass band there which 
helped create what can only be described as a 
festive atmosphere. There were a number of 
middle-aged and senior citizens in the crowd. 
There was nothing about the tone of the 
nrotast or the actions of the orotesters that 


“As the crowd milled about, it seemed that 
nobody knew what to do or where to go. Many 
of the protesters, including myself, had never 
been to the port before and were unfamiliar 
with the geography there. 

“After a few minutes, and for no obvious or 
apparent reason, the morning quiet was 
pierced by explosions as the Oakland Police 
Department opened fire on the crowd. Neither 
I nor anyone else I have spoken to is aware of 
any act on the part of any demonstrator that 
could have provoked this violence. 

“From this point on, the Oakland Police 
Department swept down Middle Harbor Road 
and Maritime Street firing repeated 
barrages, over and over again, into the crowd. 
They fired on the crowd for approximately an 
hour and a half to two hours as they pursued us 
for more than a mile. For much of this time, the 
Oakland Police Department repeatedly drove a 
line of large police motorcycles into the crowd. 

“The munitions used upon us, especially the 
wooden and beanbag bullets, are extremely 
dangerous weapons, which was evidenced by 
the severity of the injuries that day. As we 
continued down the road, more and more 

The morning quiet 
was pierced by 
explosions as the 
Oakland Police 
Department opened 
fire on the crowd 

people in the crowd were bleeding and bruised. 
A law student who was clearly identified as a 
legal observer by a bright green armband was 
shot in the head and had blood pouring down 
his face. A man who works as an environmental 
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Palestinians are routinely killed. These 
western activists — living with Palestinians 
and participating in non-violent actions in the 
occupied territories and offering humanitarian 
assistance there — could help protect 
Palestinians and act as independent observers 
of Israeli atrocities. 

The ISM isn’t backing down now that it is 
obvious that the Israelis will kill western 
activists just as savagely as they have always 
killed Palestinians. Instead, they are laying 
plans for Freedom Summer 2003 between July 
1 - August 15: 


What the western ISM activists would have 
wanted is to know that others would have the 
courage to rush to fill their places. The 
struggle for the liberation of Palestinians and 
all people across the world must continue. 

The ISM requests that people wishing to 
volunteer do so for at least 10 days. They plan 
to conduct trainings at least once a week from 
July 1 - Aug. 15 in Bethlehem. The ISM 
maintains a presence in Palestine year-round, 
not just during the summer. For more 
information, contact www.palsolidarity.orgji, 
+972-2-277-4602. pr 



lets blockade Miami 


Stop the Free Trade Area of the Americas meeting 


Compiled by PB Floyd 

Folks around the country are mobilizing 
against the Free Trade Area of the Americas 
(FTAA) ministerial meeting scheduled for 
November 17th - 21st in downtown Miami. The 
FTAA treaty would expand the corporate free 
trade policies of the North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA) — which applied 
to Canada, Mexico and the USA — to North 
and South America. The FTAA would also go 
beyond the NAFTA rules — strengthening 
corporate control over workers and the 
environment and further weakening already 
pathetic civil society institutions like 
(corporate) democracy™ and (corporate) 
government labor and environmental 
regulations. 

There is already widespread popular 
opposition to the FTAA throughout South 
America. After centuries of economic 
exploitation and poverty, the last thing South 
Americans need is a massive multinational 
corporate giveaway. FTAA summits in Canada 
and Equator were met by massive resistance, 
but FTAA’s architects are hoping they’ll have 
it easy in the apathetic old USA. They’re not 
counting on November in Miami resembling 


November in Seattle. It's up to us to give them 
a little surprise greeting! 

As usual, the FTAA is being negotiated 
without any meaningful public participation — 
except our voices and bodies in the streets, 
which the organizers can’t quite prevent (yet). 
The FTAA would curtail labor laws, push down 
wages, replace family and subsistence farmers 
with corporate agribusiness, promote 
privatization of public industries and cut 
government services. Corporations would be 
permitted to sue governments who tried to 
pass laws to protect the public. Ultimately, 
the FTAA is designed to concentrate wealth 
and power into a few corporate hands at the 
expense of everyone else. 

There is already discussion of a Day of 
Action on November 19 and teach-ins, 
seminars, reality tours, concerts, forums, 
rallies and marches all week long. Moreover, the 
police in Miami have already been organizing 
their response for a few months, so it looks like 
the shit could fly in Miami. 

Here are (generally liberal) contacts. 
Hopefully the radicals will show their hand and 
set up a contact point soon. 202 778-3320, 
510 663-0888, www.ftaamiami.org. 


middle-class war protesters are the victims, it 
gets some press — when the victims are poor 
or non-white, the media turns the other way. 

Below we've reprinted exerpts from public 
testimony given by Oakland resident Scott 
Fleming, who was shot five times with wooden 
bullets (4 in the back) while protesting the 
war on Iraq at the Port of Oakland. We need 
to struggle against police violence whether its 
against political demonstrators or the just 
regular folks. 

“On the morning of April 7, a number of 
protesters gathered at the port and set up 
peaceful pickets in front of a handful of 
shipping lines. The protesters were doing 
nothing more than carrying signs and walking in 
circles. There was a brass band there which 
helped create what can only be described as a 
festive atmosphere. There were a number of 
middle-aged and senior citizens in the crowd. 
There was nothing about the tone of the 
protest or the actions of the protesters that 
could have led the Oakland Police Department 
to fear violence or confrontation. 

“Nevertheless, when the police arrived on 
the scene, all of them were wearing gas masks, 
and a number of them were armed with what 
we later learned were wooden bullets, 
beanbag-firing shotguns, and grenades. I have 
been to countless demonstrations over the 
years, and I cannot recall a single instance in 
which any Bay Area police agency has displayed 
these kinds of weapons or worn gas masks to a 
political demonstration. I can only surmise that 
the Oakland Police Department would not have 
arrived at the demonstration with this type of 
weaponry unless they had a pre-planned intent 
to use it. 

“The officers lined up on Middle Harbor 
Road in front of the entrance to American 
Presidents Line. When they ordered the 
demonstrators to clear the intersection, the 
demonstrators complied and the entrance was 
cleared. Unfortunately, there was nowhere for 
the demonstrators to go after they cleared 
the intersection. By blocking Middle Harbor 
Road, the police denied the demonstrators the 
nearest and most direct route to leave the 
port. 
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the severity of the injuries that day. As we 
continued down the road, more and more 


The morning quiet 
was pierced by 
explosions as the 
Oakland Police 
Department opened 
fire on the crowd 

people in the crowd were bleeding and bruised. 
A law student who was clearly identified as a 
legal observer by a bright green armband was 
shot in the head and had blood pouring down 
his face. A man who works as an environmental 
engineer for a federal agency was shot in the 
face and looked to me as if part of his nose was 
missing. I am told that one woman had tire 
tracks up her leg after being run down by a 
motorcycle officer. And [many of us have] seen 
the sickening and grotesque photograph of Sri 
Louise, the woman who was shot in the jaw and 
neck. 

“I want to make clear that the use of these 
types of weapons against peaceful protesters 
is unacceptable under any circumstances. 
However, it is also clear that the severity of 
the injuries we saw that day was significantly 
increased because the Oakland Police 
Department disregarded the manufacturers 
safety warnings and misused these weapons. 
For example, we recovered a shell casing used 
to fire wooden bullets. The casing indicated 
that it was manufactured by Federal 
Laboratories in Casper, Wyoming, and fires 
264W wooden baton rounds. The casing 
includes a very clear warning, which states: ‘Do 
not fire directly at persons or serious injury or 
death may result.’ The warning then 
admonishes officers to fire the weapons at the 
ground, from which they are intended to 
ricochet into peoples’ legs. 

,. Continued on page 15 
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Worker^! m omorr 0 w' si 


in Iran 

Fights 
Back! 


Textile workers at the Behshahr’ Chintz¬ 
making factory in Behshahr, Mazandaran 
Province, Iran staged an angry protest on 
April 16, 2003 against the withholding of 
their wages over the past 26 months. They 
were eventually joined by nearly 30,000 
workers from textile and other sectors as well 
as the city’s residents at large. The 
protesters faced harsh attacks by security 
forces, in which tear gas and other weapons 
were used against them. 

Behshahr workers are not alone in their 
struggle for payment of delayed wages. 
According to the 2002 survey by the 
International Confederation of Free Trade 
Unions, at least one million workers in Iran have 
not been receiving their wages. Sit-ins, strike 
actions, demonstrations and blockage of roads 
are some of the methods used by protesting 
workers in their struggles against delayed 
payment of wages and for improved working 
conditions and better social and income 
security programs. 

Workers in Iran are facing many challenges in 
their struggles for the realization of their 
rights and demands. One of the main barriers 
is the Islamic Republic of Iran’s repressive and 
anti-worker labour law, policies and practices, 
which encompass lack of the right to organize 
free and independent workers’ organizations 
and the right to strike, persecution of labour 

activists and nnlitir.al nnnnnpnts lav offs, out 


Tactics 


in the News 


By P. Wingnut 

Now that the war on Iraq is finished, Bush is 
already thinking about the next conquest: 
maybe Syria or Iran, or maybe somewhere else. 
Thus, it’s already time for those opposed to a 
US empire to figure out our next move. 

The state has become extremely skilled at 
limiting the effectiveness of traditional, 
predictable oppositional movements and 
actions. Tame mass marches are ignored, while 
ordinary militant street actions get you 
arrested or shot at with rubber and wooden 
bullets. Sometimes, the most effective tactics 


are disruptive actions that the state couldn’t 
possible imagine and thus won’t know how to 
react to — surrealist, absurdist actions. Such 
actions are just too strange for the police to 
figure out what to do. Or maybe they aren’t 
even clearly protest tactics at all — they are 
just things that massively disrupt business as 
usual, cause chaos, sow confusion, and gradually 
rot out the empire’s ability to project power 
globally. 

Here are a few examples, but really, you have 
to think up your own or else they won’t work. 
Be creative and remember, if you’re not havinq 



Exerpted from an article by Mitchel Cohen 
The success of the New World Order 
depends upon crushing all eruptions of working 
class uprisings in the Gulf region, most visibly 
in Iran and Iraq, keeping them from spreading 
to other countries, breaking up the 
increasingly organized oil proletariat and 
replacing them with workers from even more 
desperate and unorganized areas of the world. 


communications technology of the industry 
itself. 

Iranian society during the revolutionary 
period was democratically run from the 
grassroots by decentralized popular 
committees (Komitehs or Shura£) for 
approximately two years. These Shura formed 
in late 1978 in all sectors of society: the 
schools, the military and media, the oil industry, 
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fun, you’re not doing it right. 

America’s favorite problem solver: 
Duct Tape 

It seems like every action these days has to 
have lock boxes. You know, pieces of pipe that 
people use to lock themselves together that 
have to be cut apart by the fire department. 
The problem is that the fire department is 
quickly learning how to handle the problem. 
The police magazines probably have whole 
articles written on this stuff by now, and 
maybe some company is making a “lock box 
cutter tool.” Why should we support a whole 
industry? 

What about introducing some other kinds of 
materials that are intended just to confuse the 
fuck out of the authorities. For instance, what 
about at the next blockade, everyone shows up 
with a box of duct tape and just goes at it. 
Taping doors, locks, access points, people to 
cars, cars to trees, people to trees, etc. A 
few layers of duct tape is surprisingly 
difficult to cut because it is so gummy. The 
gum gets stuck in knives. Maybe we could layer 
some wire in with the tape or something. 

Or what about using those wide roles of 
shrink wrap that shipping companies use to 
seal boxes together. 

Best of all, duct tape and plastic wrap look 
so good together, so relevant — they are the 
official government solution to the threat of 
chemical and biological weapons. When the 
cops arrive, you can just say you wanted to 
have some homeland security. 

Fake fear cuts both wavs 
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their wages over the past 26 months. They 
were eventually joined by nearly 30,000 
workers from textile and other sectors as well 
as the city’s residents at large. The 
protesters faced harsh attacks by security 
forces, in which tear gas and other weapons 
were used against them. 

Behshahr workers are not alone in their 
struggle for payment of delayed wages. 
According to the 2002 survey by the 
International Confederation of Free Trade 
Unions, at least one million workers in Iran have 
not been receiving their wages. Sit-ins, strike 
actions, demonstrations and blockage of roads 
are some of the methods used by protesting 
workers in their struggles against delayed 
payment of wages and for improved working 
conditions and better social and income 
security programs. 

Workers in Iran are facing many challenges in 
their struggles for the realization of their 
rights and demands. One of the main barriers 
is the Islamic Republic of Iran’s repressive and 
anti-worker labour law, policies and practices, 
which encompass lack of the right to organize 
free and independent workers’ organizations 
and the right to strike, persecution of labour 
activists and political opponents, lay offs, cut 
backs, and privatizations and deregulations in 
pursuit of the “economic structural 
adjustment” policies of the international 
Monetary Fund, World Bank and global and 
national corporations. 


Terrorism Center Can’t 
Deeine Terrorism! 


The spokesperson for the California Anti- j 
Terrorism Intelligence Center - a state agency 
- can’t define “terrorism.” But the center did 
feel justified in implying to the Oakland Police 
that the April 7 Oakland Port protests would 
involve terrorist activity - most likely 
encouraging the OPD to fire shotguns and f 
throw grenades at the peaceful protest. 

When asked to define terrorism, spokesman J 
Mike Van Winkle said, “I’m not sure where to go I 
with that.” But he was able to draw coherent, 
logical conclusions about terror: “You can make I 
an easy kind of a link that, if you have a protest 


predictable oppositional movements and 
actions. Tame mass marches are ignored, while 
ordinary militant street actions get you 
arrested or shot at with rubber and wooden 
bullets. Sometimes, the most effective tactics 


rot out the empire’s ability to project power 
globally. 

Here are a few examples, but really, you have 
to think up your own or else they won’t work. 
Be creative and remember, if you’re not havinc 



Exerpted from an article by Mitchel Cohen 

The success of the New World Order 
depends upon crushing all eruptions of working 
class uprisings in the Gulf region, most visibly 
in Iran and Iraq, keeping them from spreading 
to other countries, breaking up the 
increasingly organized oil proletariat and 
replacing them with workers from even more 
desperate and unorganized areas of the world. 

In 1991 within Iraq — as had been the case 
in Iran eleven years earlier — leftist-led 
uprisings were threatening to destabilize the 
centralized nation-state itself, with the 
potential to launch a powerful communist push 
throughout the region. Crushing those 
uprisings became a priority for the US and a 
main reason for the U.S. government’s 
promotion, funding and arming of Iraq in its 
long war with Iran. 

In 1978 and 1979 the Iranian revolution had 
bubbled up from the grassroots and ejected 
the Shah — the main supporter of Israel in the 
region and the U.S. government’s military 
strongman in the Arab and Western Asian oil- 
producing world. One of the key features of 
the Iranian revolution — one not shown on 
American TV, which focused solely on the 
student takeovers in Iran’s capital city, 
Teheran, and the taking of 52 hostages — was 
the rebellion of the oil workers, some 80,000 
strong. 

With the involvement of two million people 
living in oil towns, striking workers shut down 
the massive Iranian petroleum industry. “The 
U.S. engineered an attempt to get oil flowing 
again by staffing the fields and refineries with 
10,000 naval cadets trained for this purpose. 


communications technology of the industry 
itself. 

Iranian society during the revolutionary 
period was democratically run from the 
grassroots by decentralized popular 
committees (Komitehs or Shuraa) for 
approximately two years. These Shura formed 
in late 1978 in all sectors of society: the 
schools, the military and media, the oil industry, 
among the rural Kurds and in the civil service 
as well as in local neighborhoods. Garbage 
collection, bread baking and distribution, 
education and publishing, munitions 
manufacture and international relations were 
some of the social activities that these radical 
democratic committees carried out. (Turner) 

The Ayatollah Khomeini’s aim in returning to 
Iran after the upsurge from his exile in Paris, 
was to reassert the power of the bazaari, the 
mullahs and the national bourgeoisie in Iran — 
the basis for his authority. In this way, the 
situation in Iran 24 years ago is very similar to 
that in Afghanistan under the Taliban. Even 
while declaring the United States to be “the 
Great Satan,” the Islamic fundamentalist 
Khomeini crushed the neighborhood and 
workers’ councils that were serving to 
democratize the society as well as the oil 
industry (to the consternation of the oil 
companies) by reactivating the Shah’s SAVAK 
— the savage secret police that had been 
trained a generation earlier by Gen. H. Norman 
Schwarzkopf’s father. To gain the upper hand 
over the Shura, Khomeini needed a means for 
galvanizing the country. This was accomplished 
by the war with neighboring Iraq which lasted 
for 8 long years, killing more than 1 million 
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The problem is that the fire department is 
quickly learning how to handle the problem. 
The police magazines probably have whole 
articles written on this stuff by now, and 
maybe some company is making a “lock box 
cutter tool.” Why should we support a whole 
industry? 

What about introducing some other kinds of 
materials that are intended just to confuse the 
fuck out of the authorities. For instance, what 
about at the next blockade, everyone shows up 
with a box of duct tape and just goes at it. 
Taping doors, locks, access points, people to 
cars, cars to trees, people to trees, etc. A 
few layers of duct tape is surprisingly 
difficult to cut because it is so gummy. The 
gum gets stuck in knives. Maybe we could layer 
some wire in with the tape or something. 

Or what about using those wide roles of 
shrink wrap that shipping companies use to 
seal boxes together. 

Best of all, duct tape and plastic wrap look 
so good together, so relevant — they are the 
official government solution to the threat of 
chemical and biological weapons. When the 
cops arrive, you can just say you wanted to 
have some homeland security. 

Fake fear cuts both ways 

With all the hype around SARS, and before 
that anthrax and even small pox, the average 
American is more than ready to believe in crazy 
health risks. Instead of trying to shut down, 
say, Bechtel by linking arms outside its front 
door, how about try something a little more 
interesting. 

Picture this. A bunch of people wearing full 
white body protection suits and respirators 
emerge from a series of white vans. They have 
official looking picture ID badges, white 
buckets full of a fancy green colored soapy 
water and scrubby brooms. They tape off the 
Bechtel entrance with yellow caution tape and 
start soaping down all of the surfaces and 
posting official “Warning - Contamination 
Quarantine” stickers. 

They probably shouldn’t answer any 
questions or talk to anyone — just act official. 
At the very least, this is going to create chaos 
and confusion. At best, the building will be 
shut down until someone can figure out what is 
going on. 





















Monetary Fund, World Bank and global and f 
national corporations. 


California's Anti- 
iFRROitisi Center Can't 
Define Terrorism! 


The spokesperson for the California Anti- 
Terrorism Intelligence Center - a state agency 
- can’t define “terrorism.” But the center did 
feel justified in implying to the Oakland Police 
that the April 7 Oakland Port protests would 
involve terrorist activity - most likely 
encouraging the OPD to fire shotguns and 
throw grenades at the peaceful protest. 

When asked to define terrorism, spokesman 
Mike Van Winkle said, “I’m not sure where to go 
with that.” But he was able to draw coherent, 
logical conclusions about terror: “You can make 
an easy kind of a link that, if you have a protest 
group protesting a war where the cause that’s 
being fought against is international 
terrorism, you might have terrorism at that 
(protest). You can almost argue that a 
protest against that is a terrorist act.” 

He continued: “I’ve heard terrorism 
described as anything that is violent or has an 
economic impact, and shutting down a port 
certainly would have an economic impact.” 

We here at Slingshot hope this guy (and the 
1 whole agency) gets removed for these 
comments — although we aren’t holding our 
breath. According to this logic, any labor 
strike would be “terrorism” because it would 
have an “economic impact.” Or how about a 
boycott against, say, non-dolphin safe tuna. 
Actually, pretty much any act — other than 
going to work — would be terrorism. Like 
perhaps, smoking pot, or calling in late for 
work so you can have sex again. Economic 
impact, you know. Haul ’em off to Guantanamo! 
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potential to launch a powerful communist push 
throughout the region. Crushing those 
uprisings became a priority for the US and a 
main reason for the U.S. government’s 
promotion, funding and arming of Iraq in its 
long war with Iran. 

In 1978 and 1979 the Iranian revolution had 
bubbled up from the grassroots and ejected 
the Shah — the main supporter of Israel in the 
region and the U.S. government’s military 
strongman in the Arab and Western Asian oil- 
producing world. One of the key features of 
the Iranian revolution — one not shown on 
American TV, which focused solely on the 
student takeovers in Iran’s capital city, 
Teheran, and the taking of 52 hostages — was 
the rebellion of the oil workers, some 80,000 
strong. 

With the involvement of two million people 
living in oil towns, striking workers shut down 
the massive Iranian petroleum industry. “The 
U.S. engineered an attempt to get oil flowing 
again by staffing the fields and refineries with 
10,000 naval cadets trained for this purpose. 
The strikebreaking effort failed. The striking 
workers refused to send oil to Israel and South 
Africa. Yet through a strong, and intricate 
network of peoples’ committees called Shura in 
Pharsi, oil products were distributed 
throughout Iran, though not to the Shah’s 
military.” (Terisa Turner in “The 1991 Gulf 
War and Popular Struggles.”) 

The Iranian oilworkers were irreplaceable in 
the dangerous and highly technical operations 
of the oil system. They immediately 
coordinated amongst themselves a national 
operation, using the organization and 
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manufacture and international relations were 
some of the social activities that these radical 
democratic committees carried out. (Turner) 

The Ayatollah Khomeini’s aim in returning to 
Iran after the upsurge from his exile in Paris, 
was to reassert the power of the bazaari, the 
mullahs and the national bourgeoisie in Iran — 
the basis for his authority. In this way, the 
situation in Iran 24 years ago is very similar to 
that in Afghanistan under the Taliban. Even 
while declaring the United States to be “the 
Great Satan,” the Islamic fundamentalist 
Khomeini crushed the neighborhood and 
workers’ councils that were serving to 
democratize the society as well as the oil 
industry (to the consternation of the oil 
companies) by reactivating the Shah’s SAVAK 
— the savage secret police that had been 
trained a generation earlier by Gen. H. Norman 
Schwarzkopf’s father. To gain the upper hand 
over the Shura, Khomeini needed a means for 
galvanizing the country. This was accomplished 
by the war with neighboring Iraq which lasted 
for 8 long years, killing more than 1 million 
Iranian and Iraqi people. 

From Khomeini’s position, the war between 
Iran and Iraq served as a means to defeat an 
insurgent working class movement at home. It 
enabled Khomeini to concentrate the power of 
the State in the hands of ultra-religious 
fanatics (an outcome welcomed by the U.S. 
government as the lesser of two evils, 
representing the longterm interests of the 
oilgarchy); and, from Saddam Hussein’s 
position, the war served as a means to reap the 
material benefits of doing the U.S.’s bidding in 
the region and, similarly, to crush rising 
working class movements in Iraq, particularly 
around Basra, Nasria and Hilah where, for 
decades, there had been strong Stalinist as 
well as council communist movements, and 
among the Kurds in the North. The ruling 
clique in Iraq used U.S. aid to consolidate the 
power of Iraq’s fascist state through the 
terror of Saddam’s brownshirts — the 
Republican Guards. 

For more backround on the 1991 Iraq uprising 
see “Ten Days that Shook Iraq” at: 
www.geocities.com/ 
nowar buttheclasswar/Gulf War.html 
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health risks. Instead of trying to shut down, 
say, Bechtel by linking arms outside its front 
door, how about try something a little more 
interesting. 

Picture this. A bunch of people wearing full 
white body protection suits and respirators 
emerge from a series of white vans. They have 
official looking picture ID badges, white 
buckets full of a fancy green colored soapy 
water and scrubby brooms. They tape off the 
Bechtel entrance with yellow caution tape and 
start soaping down all of the surfaces and 
posting official “Warning - Contamination 
Quarantine” stickers. 

They probably shouldn’t answer any 
questions or talk to anyone — just act official. 
At the very least, this is going to create chaos 
and confusion. At best, the building will be 
shut down until someone can figure out what is 
going on. 


A 
















Is This Qhat 


Summer 2003 • Slingshot • Page 5 

\m 


Regression Looks 

■ «| y*. Tbe IlfS* Special Registration 

i>iHe^ and the US Patriot Act 1 & U 


By: Puddin Snax 


Did you know that the USA PATRIOT Act 
stands for Uniting and Strengthening America 
by Providing Appropriate Tools Required to 
Intercept and Obstruct Terrorism? 

This set of laws is another chapter in the 
extreme anti-immigration that is happening 
every day in this country. Detentions, 
detainments, immigrant and political profiling 
are regular practices used by the INS in the 
name of anti-terrorism. Male immigrants over 
the age of 16, from North Korea and 24 
countries in the Middle East, from Afghanistan 
to Pakistan to Iraq and Iran, are being asked to 
come in to their local INS office for special 
registration, where they are interrogated, 
being asked everything from “Do you like 
Saddam Hussein?” to “What mosque do you 
pray at?” 

For instance, in December and January in 
LA.., 400 immigrants many of them Iranian 
living in Southern California were detained for 
alleged visa irregularities after complying with 
the INS order. Families in telephone contact 
with the detainees stated that the detainees 
were forced to sleep standing up because of 
overcrowding, or on concrete floors. Some had 
been hosed down with cold water; some were 
denied adequate food or water. Thus far, the 
special registration process has led to 
deportation proceedings for approximately 
5,400 of the 41,000 registered with over 
1,700 being detained. 


In 1996 a wave of extreme anti-immigration 
laws were passed through congress that 
forced all people who weren’t naturalized 
citizens, that including people with green 
cards and people that had been living here 
since age one, to report to the INS if they have 


ever been convicted of a felony. Even if they 
have served jail time, they are then sent to 
detention centers and deported to their 
country of origin, some for crimes as minor as 
drug possession or fighting with their 
boyfriends. Many have been held since they 
were first taken in with no information on when 
they will be released or even what charges they 
are being held on. 

Prisons are making $20-25 a day off of 
detainees as opposed to about $7-10 off of 
the general population because of the bloated 
INS budget. Many jails across the country are 
building new wings solely for the use of holding 
immigrant detainees, and are already making 
millions a year off of their current immigrant 
populations. This is a business venture for the 
prison industrial complex and a way for the 
regime to appear to be doing something to 
“make America safe again” while allocating^ 
funds to some of the most reactionary 
branches of the government. 

Now we are in a throwback to American 
internment of citizens of Japanese origin with 
people arrested based solely on their country 
of origin. 


member of, or provides material support, to a 
group that the United States has designated 
as a terrorist organization.” 

Sometimes I wonder, what are we doing, 
rather, what am I doing while all this is 
happening, throwing parties and living life as 
normal, while people are quietly being taken 
away and locked up, no explanation, no 
representation, nothing? 

What can we do? What can you do? 

Start by talking to everyone you know 
about what is going on and create an 
opposition climate, be outraged, and express 
it. Organize teach-ins, and public events to 
hear Muslim, South Asian, and Arabic 
immigrants speak who have been the targets 
of this oppression. Organize rallies and demos 



to demand that all detainees be set free, 
especially in front of special registration sites. 
Write letters to the editor of all your local 
papers, or make papers and write about it. 
Join and support the Blue Triangle Network an 
organization formed in opposition of the 
detentions of immigrants. You can find them 
at www.bluetriangle.org. Make media, change 
existing media to better represent what you 
think it should say. Whatever you do, do 
something, talk to people you know, talk to 
people you don’t, because as we all know, if it 
isn’t you yet, they will come for the rest of us 
next. 
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Exerpt of essay by Noam Chomsky 
. . .[In the wake of the US war on Iraq] 
[tjhere is growing fear of US power, which is 
considered to be the greatest threat to peace 
in much of the world, probably by a large 


The “imperial ambition” of the current 
power holders, as it is frankly called, has 
aroused shudders throughout the world, 
including the mainstream of the establishment 
at home. Elsewhere, of course, the reactions 



























come in to their local INS office for special 
registration, where they are interrogated, 
being asked everything from “Do you like 
Saddam Hussein?” to “What mosque do you 
pray at?” 

For instance, in December and January in 
LA.., 400 immigrants many of them Iranian 
living in Southern California were detained for 
alleged visa irregularities after complying with 
the INS order. Families in telephone contact 
with the detainees stated that the detainees 
were forced to sleep standing up because of 
overcrowding, or on concrete floors. Some had 
been hosed down with cold water; some were 
denied adequate food or water. Thus far, the 
special registration process has led to 
deportation proceedings for approximately 
5,400 of the 41,000 registered with over 
1,700 being detained. 
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are being held on. 

Prisons are making $20-25 a day off of 
detainees as opposed to about $7-10 off of 
the general population because of the bloated 
INS budget. Many jails across the country are 
building new wings solely for the use of holding 
immigrant detainees, and are already making 
millions a year off of their current immigrant 
populations. This is a business venture for the 
prison industrial complex and a way for the 
regime to appear to be doing something to 
“make America safe again” while allocating^ 
funds to some of the most reactionary 
branches of the government. 

Now we are in a throwback to American 
internment of citizens of Japanese origin with 
people arrested based solely on their country 
of origin. 


Legal representation lasts only until the 
authorities find something wrong.... 


Many folks are being held and sent to county 
jails and detention centers across the country. 
Random people are being held based solely on 
their country of origin and are told that if they 
contact a lawyer it is an admittance of guilt. 
An updated INS document dealing with 
questions and answers about Special 
Registration states that legal representation 
is not necessary, but at your option you may be 
represented at your own expense. This legal 
representation lasts only until the authorities 
find something wrong with an individuals 
papers and then it does not exist at all. People 
are being held indefinitely. No one detained by 
the INS since September 11 has been charged 
with actual involvement in terrorist activity, 
yet President Bush declared that they “have 
hauled in about 2,400 of these terrorists, 
these killers.” The government still hasn’t 
divulged how many have been detained, 
deported, or under what charges they are 
being held. 


For months, individuals inquired about the 
status of Patriot Act II and were told that no 
such legislation was being planned. It was not 
until a draft of the bill was leaked earlier this 
year, did we find out the wonderful new 
propositions. 

Sect. 201 & 202: It would enhance the 
department’s ability to deny releasing material 
on suspected terrorists in government 
custody through the Freedom of Information 
Act. It would also restrict FOIA requests on 
the EPA’s worst case scenario reports which 
are referred to as “road maps for terrorists”. 

Sect. 301-306: Authorizes creation of a 
DNA database on “suspected terrorists”, 
defined to include association with suspected 
terrorist groups or having supported any 
group designated as terrorist. 

Sect. 405: Allows any suspected terrorist 
to be held before their trial without bail. 

Sect. 501: Establishes that an American 
citizen could be expatriated “if he becomes a 
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hear Muslim, South Asian, and Arabic isn’t you yet, they will come for the rest of us 

immigrants speak who have been the targets next, 
of this oppression. Organize rallies and demos 
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Exerpt of essay by Noam Chomsky 

. . .[In the wake of the US war on Iraq] 
[t]here is growing fear of US power, which is 
considered to be the greatest threat to peace 
in much of the world, probably by a large 
majority. And with the technology of 
destruction now at hand, rapidly becoming 
more lethal and ominous, threat to peace means 
threat to survival. 

Fear of the US government is not based 
solely on this invasion, but on the background 
from which it arises: An openly-declared 
determination to rule the world by force, the 
one dimension in which US power is supreme, 
and to make sure that there will never be any 
challenge to that domination. Preventive wars 
are to be fought at will: Preventive, not Pre¬ 
emptive. Whatever the justifications for pre¬ 
emptive war might sometimes be, they do not 
hold for the very different category of 
preventive war: the use of military force to 
eliminate an imagined or invented threat. The 
openly-announced goal is to prevent a challenge 
to the “power, position, and prestige of the 
United States.” Such challenge, now or in the 
future, and any sign that it may emerge, will be 
met with overwhelming force by the rulers of 
the country that now apparently outspends 
the rest of the world combined on means of 
violence, and is forging new and very 
dangerous paths over near-unanimous world 
opposition: development of lethal weaponry in 
space, for example. 

It is worth bearing in mind that the words I 
quoted above are not those of Dick Cheney or 
Donald Rumsfeld or other radical statist 
extremists now in charge. Rather, they are the 
words of the respected elder statesman Dean 
Acheson, 40 years ago, when he was a senior 


The “imperial ambition” of the current 
power holders, as it is frankly called, has 
aroused shudders throughout the world, 
including the mainstream of the establishment 
at home. Elsewhere, of course, the reactions 
are far more fearful, particularly among the 
traditional victims. They know too much 
history, the hard way, to be comforted by 
exalted rhetoric. They have heard enough of 
that over the centuries as they were being 
beaten by the club called “civilization.” Just a 
few days ago, the head of the non-aligned 
movement, which includes the governments of 
most of the world’s population, described the 
Bush administration as more aggressive than 
Hitler. He happens to be very pro-American, 
and right in the middle of Washington’s 
international economic projects. And there is 
little doubt that he speaks for many of the 
traditional victims, and by now even for many 
of their traditional oppressors. 

It is easy to go on, and important to think 
these matters through, with care and honesty. 

Even before the Bush administration sharply 
escalated these fears in recent months, 
intelligence and international affairs 
specialists were informing anyone who wanted 
to listen that the policies Washington is 
pursuing are likely to lead to an increase in 
terror and proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction, for revenge or simply deterrence. 
There are two ways for Washington to 
respond to the threats engendered by its 
actions and startling proclamations. One way is 
to try to alleviate the threats by paying some 
attention to legitimate grievances, and by 
agreeing to become a civilized member of a 
world community, with some respect for world 
order and its institutions. The other way is to 



















Many folks are being held and sent to county 
jails and detention centers across the country. 
Random people are being held based solely on 
their country of origin and are told that if they 
contact a lawyer it is an admittance of guilt. 
An updated INS document dealing with 
questions and answers about Special 
Registration states that legal representation 
is not necessary, but at your option you may be 
represented at your own expense. This legal 
representation lasts only until the authorities 
find something wrong with an individuals 
papers and then it does not exist at all. People 
are being held indefinitely. No one detained by 
the INS since September 11 has been charged 
with actual involvement in terrorist activity, 
yet President Bush declared that they “have 
hauled in about 2,400 of these terrorists, 
these killers.” The government still hasn’t 
divulged how many have been detained, 
deported, or under what charges they are 
being held. 


For months, individuals inquired about the 
status of Patriot Act II and were told that no 
such legislation was being planned. It was not 
until a draft of the bill was leaked earlier this 
year, did we find out the wonderful new 
propositions. 

Sect. 201 & 202: It would enhance the 
department’s ability to deny releasing material 
on suspected terrorists in government 
custody through the Freedom of Information 
Act. It would also restrict FOIA requests on 
the EPA’s worst case scenario reports which 
are referred to as “road maps for terrorists”. 

Sect. 301-306: Authorizes creation of a 
DNA database on “suspected terrorists”, 
defined to include association with suspected 
terrorist groups or having supported any 
group designated as terrorist. 

Sect. 405: Allows any suspected terrorist 
to be held before their trial without bail. 

Sect. 501: Establishes that an American 
citizen could be expatriated “if he becomes a 


iineai iu ouivivai. 

Fear of the US government is not based 
solely on this invasion, but on the background 
from which it arises: An openly-declared 
determination to rule the world by force, the 
one dimension in which US power is supreme, 
and to make sure that there will never be any 
challenge to that domination. Preventive wars 
are to be fought at will: Preventive, not Pre¬ 
emptive. Whatever the justifications for pre¬ 
emptive war might sometimes be, they do not 
hold for the very different category of 
preventive war: the use of military force to 
eliminate an imagined or invented threat. The 
openly-announced goal is to prevent a challenge 
to the “power, position, and prestige of the 
United States.” Such challenge, now or in the 
future, and any sign that it may emerge, will be 
met with overwhelming force by the rulers of 
the country that now apparently outspends 
the rest of the world combined on means of 
violence, and is forging new and very 
dangerous paths over near-unanimous world 
opposition: development of lethal weaponry in 
space, for example. 

It is worth bearing in mind that the words I 
quoted above are not those of Dick Cheney or 
Donald Rumsfeld or other radical statist 
extremists now in charge. Rather, they are the 
words of the respected elder statesman Dean 
Acheson, 40 years ago, when he was a senior 
advisor to the Kennedy Administration. He was 
justifying US actions against Cuba - knowing 
that the international terrorist campaign 
aimed at “regime change" had just brought the 
world close to terminal nuclear war. 
Nevertheless, he instructed the American 
Society of International Law, no “legal issue” 
arises in the case of a US response to a 
challenge to its “power, position, and 
prestige," specifically terrorist attacks and 
economic warfare against Cuba. 

I bring this up as a reminder that the issues 
are deep-seated. The current administration is 
at the extremist end of the policy-planning 
spectrum, and its adventurism and penchant 
for violence are unusually dangerous. But the 
spectrum is not that broad, and unless these 
deeper issues are addressed, we can be 
confident that other ultrareactionary 
extremists will gain control of incredible means 
of devastation and repression. 
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that over the centuries as they were being 
beaten by the club called “civilization.” Just a 
few days ago, the head of the non-aligned 
movement, which includes the governments of 
most of the world’s population, described the 
Bush administration as more aggressive than 
Hitler. He happens to be very pro-American, 
and right in the middle of Washington’s 
international economic projects. And there is 
little doubt that he speaks for many of the 
traditional victims, and by now even for many 
of their traditional oppressors. 

It is easy to go on, and important to think 
these matters through, with care and honesty. 

Even before the Bush administration sharply 
escalated these fears in recent months, 
intelligence and international affairs 
specialists were informing anyone who wanted 
to listen that the policies Washington is 
pursuing are likely to lead to an increase in 
terror and proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction, for revenge or simply deterrence. 
There are two ways for Washington to 
respond to the threats engendered by its 
actions and startling proclamations. One way is 
to try to alleviate the threats by paying some 
attention to legitimate grievances, and by 
agreeing to become a civilized member of a 
world community, with some respect for world 
order and its institutions. The other way is to 
construct even more awesome engines of 
destruction and domination, so that any 
perceived challenge, however remote, can be 
crushed - provoking new and greater 
challenges. That way poses serious dangers to 
the people of the US and the world, and may, 
very possibly, lead to extinction of the species 
- not an idle speculation. 

Terminal nuclear war has been avoided by 
near miracle in the past; a few months before 
Acheson's speech, to mention one case that 
should be fresh in our minds today. Threats 
are severe and mounting. The world has good 
reason to watch what is happening in 
Washington with fear and trepidation. The 
people who are best placed to relieve those 
fears, and to lead the way to a more hopeful 
and constructive future, are the citizens of the 
United States, who can shape the future. 
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War resistance 


Wandering 
the Winter 
Wonderland 
Against the 
War 


Want action? Staying 
home won't make it happen 

By I Steve 

After residing in Minneapolis, Minnesota for 
several months, I made a cameo appearance in 
Milwaukee, followed by a week in New Orleans, 
before visiting the Bay Area. I attended anti¬ 
war demonstrations in all of these cities, and 
made several observations on the way of the 
dying republic and emerging empire. 
Minneapolis 

It wasn’t until winter set, and it sunk in that 
the president was serious, that the movement 
expanded beyond the sectarian groups and 
core activist culture. Before this, the message 
of the protesters marching in circles was 
pacifism; that war is always bad and shouldn’t 
happen. While of course pacifists should get 
out and speak their mind, I was concerned 
whether the message was getting to most 
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Action Account: The hump-in 


Gay Shame — the militant queer action cluster — recently elevated street tactics to a new 
level during an anti-war demonstration in San Francisco. The crowd was massive and bored, 
marching down the street like cattle in typical ANSWER fashion. Amongst the gloom, Gay 
Shame’s bullhorn was spewing brilliant, sexy free-association chants and propaganda as fast 
as they could think of them. Suddenly, the Metreon theater complex was down the street, and 
the Gay Shame bullhorner was screaming “let’s hump the Metreon to stop the war.” The 
group charged up to the thick metallic columns at the entrance, surrounding them with 
gyrating pelvic thrusts. Then, someone noticed that a Starbucks was across the street. 
Everyone had a collective Seattle WTO flashback. 

The bullhorn rang out “hump Starbucks!” Seconds later, all the large plate glass windows 


From 


What can we 


By P. Wingnut 

Living in the Homeland of Empire USA was 
depressing during the war against Iraq, but at 
least in the San Francisco Bay Area we could 
take a little heart in all the dedicated, 
powerful, militant and exciting anti-war 
protests. The day after the bombs started 
dropping, we lived up to our pledge to shut 
down San Francisco's financial district. The 
action started at 6 a.m. and lasted until late at 
night as thousands of people ran circles around 
confused, impotent police. Vigorous protest 
continued for days after, with 2,500 people 
arrested over 3 days. 

We need to remember the lessons we 
learned that first day and during the rest of 
the war — both in terms of actions that 
slowed down business as usual, and tactics 
that were ineffective. 

The struggle has moved beyond the time for 
polite protests and “petitioning our elected 
leaders”. The men ruling the US empire are 
less and less interested in public opinion. For 
them, might makes right. Increasingly, the only 
way to stop their drive to empire, their wars, 
their domination of the earth, and their 
suppression of freedom is to make their rule 
physically impossible in the streets. 

Direct action or withdrawal from 
cooperation aimed at stopping the economy, 
the military and the government from 
functioning are increasingly crucial in the face 









war 


Want action? Staying 
home won't wake it happen 


By I Steve 

After residing in Minneapolis, Minnesota for 
several months, I made a cameo appearance in 
Milwaukee, followed by a week in New Orleans, 
before visiting the Bay Area. I attended anti¬ 
war demonstrations in all of these cities, and 
made several observations on the way of the 
dying republic and emerging empire. 
Minneapolis 

It wasn’t until winter set, and it sunk in that 
the president was serious, that the movement 
expanded beyond the sectarian groups and 
core activist culture. Before this, the message 
of the protesters marching in circles was 
pacifism; that war is always bad and shouldn’t 
happen. While of course pacifists should get 
out and speak their mind, I was concerned 
whether the message was getting to most 
Americans that this particular war was 
ludicrously short of any standard of 
justification. 

The movement that arose in winter was all 
about “ordinary people” standing up and being 
counted. Minneapolis participated in the 
worldwide protest days with crowds of ten 
thousand. Lawn signs against the war 
appeared throughout residential 
neighborhoods, proclaiming “Say NO to War in 
Iraq. Call your congresspeople.” The creators 
of the signs felt that even in this rather 
progressive city, the media had made the 
upcoming war seem so normal, popular and 
reasonable that ordinary people had to really 
struggle to bring the anti-war position out of 
the margins. 

As wartime grew closer, counter¬ 
demonstrations grew in size and significance, 
and “Liberate Iraq” lawn signs appeared in 
identical style. 

Inspired by rumors from San Francisco, 
some people sought to organize a disruptive 
day after action, but the plan was reduced by 
least common denominator consensus to 
ordinary civil disobedience. 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

People in Milwaukee tell me they don’t go to 
protests there because they are small and 
disempowering (yes, I realize that’s 
backwards). But the turnout at the recruiting 
center just off campus wasn’t so bad. The 



Action Account: The hump-in 


Gay Shame — the militant queer action cluster — recently elevated street tactics to a new 
level during an anti-war demonstration in San Francisco. The crowd was massive and bored, 
marching down the street like cattle in typical ANSWER fashion. Amongst the gloom, Gay 
Shame’s bullhorn was spewing brilliant, sexy free-association chants and propaganda as fast 
as they could think of them. Suddenly, the Metreon theater complex was down the street, and 
the Gay Shame bullhorner was screaming “let’s hump the Metreon to stop the war.” The 
group charged up to the thick metallic columns at the entrance, surrounding them with 
gyrating pelvic thrusts. Then, someone noticed that a Starbucks was across the street. 
Everyone had a collective Seattle WTO flashback. 

The bullhorn rang out “hump Starbucks!” Seconds later, all the large plate glass windows 
were shaking as the Gay Shame marchers took down their pants and made love to the cold 
glass surface. It looked like the glass might break from the exertion. The scene must have 
been intense for the surprised coffee addicts inside. The movement’s newest tactic in the 
struggle for liberation had been unleashed — the hump-in. —PB 
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No "freedom" fries here, Maurice 


By Gerrard Winstanley 

Here in Paris the response to the war was 
loud but tame in comparison to the response in 
the Bay Area and in other countries with more 
obvious military involvement in the war. 
Unfortunately, framing America as the “bad 
guy” has been very successful here and 
distracts people from a more fundamental 
understanding of the role of international 
capital in general in the pursuit of profits at 
the cost of human misery. The ignorance and 
short-sightedness of the U.S. public is most 
often seen as only a national phenomenon, and 
the trends toward media monopolization and 
spectacular consumption here are blamed on 
“cultural” domination of the United Snakes and 
not on the real culprit: the increasingly 
desperate needs of global capitalism. 

Meanwhile, aside from the slogans of the 
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dictatorship in the Ivory Coast.) The national 
security state, under the leadership of interior 
minister Sarkozy, who is well-placed to make a 
run for the presidency in the next election, has 
grown tremendously since 9/11 and Giuliani- 
style repression has been on the rise in every 
aspect of daily life — from the targeting of 
fare-evaders on the Metro to the huge number 
of arrests of Roma people, the increasing 
eviction of squatters, the increase in the hours 
that people can be legally detained without 
charges (and a lowering of the age for which 
this is allowed), and the explosion of prison 
construction throughout the country. 

But of course there is resistance, and I have 
noticed a passion for justice here among 
younger people (I’m talking high-schoolers) 
that is inspiring. At a 40,000 strong 
demonstration at the Place Concorde the first 
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down San Francisco’s financial district. The 
action started at 6 a.m. and lasted until late at 
night as thousands of people ran circles around 
confused, impotent police. Vigorous protest 
continued for days after, with 2,500 people 
arrested over 3 days. 

We need to remember the lessons we 
learned that first day and during the rest of 
the war — both in terms of actions that 
slowed down business as usual, and tactics 
that were ineffective. 

The struggle has moved beyond the time for 
polite protests and “petitioning our elected 
leaders”. The men ruling the US empire are 
less and less interested in public opinion. For 
them, might makes right. Increasingly, the only 
way to stop their drive to empire, their wars, 
their domination of the earth, and their 
suppression of freedom is to make their rule 
physically impossible in the streets. 

Direct action or withdrawal from 
cooperation aimed at stopping the economy, 
the military and the government from 
functioning are increasingly crucial in the face 
of Bush’s New World Order. In this struggle, 
our friend is disruption, not orderly 
cooperation with the police. Our actions need 
to be measured by our disruptiveness, 
spontaneity, decentralization, individual 
initiative and creativity. 

Pre-planning and organization are good if 
they impair the system’s functioning, but 
organization for its own sake — especially 
when it produces scripted, compliant protest 
and merely symbolic “actions” — is not going 
to get the job done. Excessive emphasis on pre¬ 



organization will make our opposition 
bureaucratic — with leader figures who can be 
coopted, negotiated with or bought into 
irrelevance. 

Conversely, now isn’t the time to succumb to 
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about “ordinary people” standing up and being 
counted. Minneapolis participated in the 
worldwide protest days with crowds of ten 
thousand. Lawn signs against the war 
appeared throughout residential 
neighborhoods, proclaiming “Say NO to War in 
Iraq. Call your congresspeople.” The creators 
of the signs felt that even in this rather 
progressive city, the media had made the 
upcoming war seem so normal, popular and 
reasonable that ordinary people had to really 
struggle to bring the anti-war position out of 
the margins. 

As wartime grew closer, counter¬ 
demonstrations grew in size and significance, 
and “Liberate Iraq” lawn signs appeared in 
identical style. 

Inspired by rumors from San Francisco, 
some people sought to organize a disruptive 
day after action, but the plan was reduced by 
least common denominator consensus to 
ordinary civil disobedience. 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

People in Milwaukee tell me they don’t go to 
protests there because they are small and 
disempowering (yes, I realize that’s 
backwards). But the turnout at the recruiting 
center just off campus wasn’t so bad. The 
kids put it on; no serious organizations were 
involved, except a Unitarian minister who was a 
police liaison. Although the group steered 
clear of literal disruption or law breaking, they 
were feisty enough that the police wanted to 
declare an unlawful assembly anyway. No one 
took the threat seriously. 

If all of Milwaukee’s odd cultural elements 
cooperated they might have quite a resistance. 
Maybe next century. 

Meeting the War God in Andrew 
Jackson’s Square 

An anti-war march in the French Quarter 
(yes, they seriously proposed re-naming it the 
Freedom Quarter) was rather reminiscent of a 
Mardi Gras parade in Berkeley. As we dipped 
briefly into the Central Business District and 
up Decatur Street, big jock looking tourists 
were screaming and cursing at us. I wondered 
about the masses of people in opinion polls. 
Were they all ogres like these, or were there 

Continued on page 15 
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No "freedom" fries here, Maurice 


By Gerrard Winstanley 

Here in Paris the response to the war was 
loud but tame in comparison to the response in 
the Bay Area and in other countries with more 
obvious military involvement in the war. 
Unfortunately, framing America as the “bad 
guy” has been very successful here and 
distracts people from a more fundamental 
understanding of the role of international 
capital in general in the pursuit of profits at 
the cost of human misery. The ignorance and 
short-sightedness of the U.S. public is most 
often seen as only a national phenomenon, and 
the trends toward media monopolization and 
spectacular consumption here are blamed on 
“cultural” domination of the United Snakes and 
not on the real culprit: the increasingly 
desperate needs of global capitalism. 

Meanwhile, aside from the slogans of the 
ultra-left, the interests of the French state 
and the economic interests it seeks to protect 
in the Middle East are generally ignored. (Not 
to mention the overt support of the racist 



dictatorship in the Ivory Coast.) The national 
security state, under the leadership of interior 
minister Sarkozy, who is well-placed to make a 
run for the presidency in the next election, has 
grown tremendously since 9/11 and Giuliani- 
style repression has been on the rise in every 
aspect of daily life — from the targeting of 
fare-evaders on the Metro to the huge number 
of arrests of Roma people, the increasing 
eviction of squatters, the increase in the hours 
that people can be legally detained without 
charges (and a lowering of the age for which 
this is allowed), and the explosion of prison 
construction throughout the country. 

But of course there is resistance, and I have 
noticed a passion for justice here among 
younger people (I’m talking high-schoolers) 
that is inspiring. At a 40,000 strong 
demonstration at the Place Concorde the first 
night of the war (the site of the U.S. 
embassy) the place was seriously rocking, and 
a radical, internationalist spirit prevailed over 
the small groups of national flag wavers and 
other assorted creeps. But beyond a few 
scuffles and a few broken windows during the 
spontaneous march, things stayed relatively 
tame. A few days into the war over 100,000 
people hit the streets again, and one of the 
better shouts I heard was: “Ni Saddam, Ni 
Oncle Sam! Guerre mondiale, contre le 
Capital!,” (no to Saddam, no to Uncle Sam 
World War against capital). One especially 
appropriate sign read “One sole non¬ 
revolutionary week-end is infinitely more 
bloody than a month of permanent revolution,” 
a reprise of graffiti from May 1968. 

Keep up the pressure in the Bay Area 
brothers and sisters! 


iu ue measureu Dy our aisruptiveness, 
spontaneity, decentralization, individual 
initiative and creativity. 

Pre-planning and organization are good if 
they impair the system’s functioning, but 
organization for its own sake — especially 
when it produces scripted, compliant protest 
and merely symbolic “actions” — is not going 
to get the job done. Excessive emphasis on pre- 
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organization will make our opposition 
bureaucratic — with leader figures who can be 
coopted, negotiated with or bought into 
irrelevance. 

Conversely, now isn’t the time to succumb to 
fantasies that we can engage in armed 
struggle within the US against the US empire. 
In the war on Iraq, the regular Iraqi military 
units didn’t stand a chance against the better 
armed imperial troops. Those Iraqi units were 
better armed than any opposition group in the 
US could hope to be. 

Organized and spontaneous civil disruption 
at home is far more threatening to an empire 
than either polite, predictable protest or 
armed resistance. The cops have a hard time 
crushing non-compliance and disruption, which 
gradually rots the capacity of an empire to 
project its military and ecological domination 
abroad. 

Our movement is quickly being pushed into a 
resistance movement against an imperial 
power. The forces building the American 
empire have made it clear that domestic 
opponents of the regime may be labeled 
terrorists or “enemy combatants” and thus 
stripped of any formal legal “rights” accorded 
to obedient citizens. Even though we’re in our 
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Round-up 


protest to disruption 


learn from the recent campaign to shut down business as usual? 


own homes, living in the United States means 
we’re operating in occupied enemy territory. 

What Worked 

As the day dawned in San Francisco on 
Thursday, March 21, small groups of unusual 
looking commuters began emerging from 
downtown subway stations, along with the 
usual crowd wearing their ties and skirts, 
briefcases in hand. The night before in Iraq, 
US cruise missiles had started raining down, 
opening an unjustified, preemptive war of 
aggression. The People had come to a financial 
nerve center of the empire to stop business as 
usual. 

The action to shut down San Francisco had 
been planned for months, with hundreds of 
affinity groups assembling detailed, specific 
action plans. But many more people came 
downtown without precise plans — just the 
notion that something had to happen. 

The organized affinity groups quickly threw 
up blockades at numerous pre-determined 
points. Because the location of these 
blockades had been announced in advance, the 
police were well prepared. Almost as soon as a 
blockade was established, it was surrounded 
by swarms of police. 

This created an amazing opportunity for the 
thousands of folks who weren’t involved in 
pre-organized actions to seize control of the 
rest of the city. There weren’t enough police 
to simultaneously surround numerous pre- 


all morning as intersection after intersection 
was blockaded at random. The police didn’t 
know what might happen next or where. The 
cops would get a report of a disturbance, 
dispatch officers, and by the time they 
reached the intersection, the problem would 
have moved elsewhere. Such unpredictable, 
spontaneous disruption is far more 
threatening to the system than a stationary, 
pre-organized, controlled or largely symbolic 
action. 

As the day and the war continued, the police 
cracked down harder and harder. 
Opportunities that were available early on 
became impossible later. Moreover, in the days 
after March 21, the media viciously criticized 
the financial district shutdown. “Blocking 
ordinary people on their way to work just hurts 
the anti-war cause.” These reactions from the 
police and the media just proved how effective 
the effort to disrupt business as usual had 
been. This proved that our actions threatened 
social stability and couldn’t just be ignored. 
The massive marches leading up to the war 
were beautiful, diverse, and heartening, but 
they didn’t threaten social order, and could 
thus easily be ignored. 

Bike cavalry to the Rescue! 

Another totally inspiring and amazing 
tactical innovation during the March 21 San 
Francisco shutdown was the application of 
critical mass bicycle tactics to militant 


load of food, water and other supplies to 
people on foot. The bikes could scout ahead, 
warn of approaching danger, and distribute 
information about which roads were already 
blocked and which ones were waiting to be shut 
down. The one disadvantage of being on a bike 
is that it can be hard to dismount and change 
your role, because you have to do something 
with your bike. Thus, the bikes were most 
effective when they cooperated with folks on 
foot, each doing what they did best. 

It was especially excellent to see all of the 
bikes, given that the war on Iraq was fought in 
part to enable Americans to drive as much as 
they want using cheap, foreign oil. During the 
brief war, spontaneous mini-critical masses 
calling themselves “Bikes Not Bombs” roamed 
San Francisco every weeknight, maintaining the 
momentum of protest. In a period of empire 
and war to maintain a dying motorized mode of 
transportation, riding a bike became our silent, 
daily protests against oil wars. 

What Didn’t work 

Police arrested about 2,500 people in San 
Francisco during the first 3 days of the war. 
Some of those arrested had “meant” to risk 
arrest at pre-organized blockades. But a lot 
of other folks got arrested — swept up and 
arrested en mass — the first day by accident 
because they tried to march in a black bloc. 

We need to look critically at the black bloc 
tactic and figure out if it has outlived its 


and seeing a bunch of punks in black with face 
masks looks tough and militant. But if the 
group is singled out, monitored more closely by 
the cops, and thus can’t actually do anything, 
what is the point of looking cool? In Seattle, 
while the media and the police followed the 
small black bloc with helicopters, a much larger 
“plaid” block was able to get a lot of jobs done. 

Face masks bring a certain level of militancy 
to a crowd, but they also can look unnecessarily 
scary and serve to separate those in the 
streets from the public at large. We want to 
inspire ordinary folks to struggle with us 
against the system, not convince them that 
we’re spoiled children with criminal tendencies. 
A lot of times you see face masks when nothing 
is even going on at all—what the fuck?!? 

I thought the white face masks printed with 
“no war on Iraq” were pretty damn cool and a 
lot easier to understand. The point is to cover 
your face if you’re going to do something 
illegal, or if you might later on, not to just wear 
one all the time like it’s jewelry! 

A lot more thinking, discussion and debate 
needs to go on within the community about the 
black bloc (and every other tactic we use). 
Far too often it seems like folks are just doing 
what they’ve done before, or seen done before, 
without actually thinking about what is going 
to be effective. 

Finally, one the worst protest mistakes I saw 
during the war happened at a large and 
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nerve center of the empire to stop business as 
usual. 

The action to shut down San Francisco had 
been planned for months, with hundreds of 
affinity groups assembling detailed, specific 
action plans. But many more people came 
downtown without precise plans — just the 
notion that something had to happen. 

The organized affinity groups quickly threw 
up blockades at numerous pre-determined 
points. Because the location of these 
blockades had been announced in advance, the 
police were well prepared. Almost as soon as a 
blockade was established, it was surrounded 
by swarms of police. 

This created an amazing opportunity for the 
thousands of folks who weren’t involved in 
pre-organized actions to seize control of the 
rest of the city. There weren’t enough police 
to simultaneously surround numerous pre¬ 
organized blockades and protect the rest of 
the city. At intersection after intersection 
throughout the downtown, there were no police 
in sight. 

It only took 20 people holding hands to block 
a street and attract another 100 folks who 
were on the sidewalk out into the street. If the 
police came around in sufficient numbers to 
threaten one of these un-planned actions, the 
participants could simply melt back onto the 
sidewalk, only to reappear somewhere else 
where there were no police a few minutes later. 

These blockades were short-term cat and 
mouse operations where the intent was to 
avoid arrest rather than to seek it. While it’s 
hard to know, it felt like the un-planned and 
roving blockades were able to stop business as 
usual at least as effectively as the larger pre¬ 
planned actions. The difference was that 
those who did pre-planned actions got 
arrested fairly quickly and now face court 
dates. Few people involved in roving blockades 
got arrested, so they were free to disrupt the 
city long after their pre-organized comrades 
had been removed, even once more police got 
freed up from the large pre-planned 
blockades. 

What does this mean for the future? A lot 
of activists like sitting in meetings polishing 
plans for pre-organized actions. That’s fine 

— as long as the movement doesn’t conclude 
that those pre-organized actions alone will be 
enough to disrupt a target. Pre-organized 
actions often don’t create much real disruption 

— the police love it when they know precisely 
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cracked down harder and harder. 
Opportunities that were available early on 
became impossible later. Moreover, in the days 
after March 21, the media viciously criticized 
the financial district shutdown. “Blocking 
ordinary people on their way to work just hurts 
the anti-war cause.” These reactions from the 
police and the media just proved how effective 
the effort to disrupt business as usual had 
been. This proved that our actions threatened 
social stability and couldn’t just be ignored. 
The massive marches leading up to the war 
were beautiful, diverse, and heartening, but 
they didn’t threaten social order, and could 
thus easily be ignored. 

Bike cavalry to the Rescue! 

Another totally inspiring and amazing 
tactical innovation during the March 21 San 
Francisco shutdown was the application of 
critical mass bicycle tactics to militant 
disruptive street protest. It is fitting that 
bicyclists finally realized their full potential as 


militant street fighters in San Francisco, 
where critical mass was born. 

Critical mass bike rides, which have spread 
to hundreds of cities around the world, are 
usually good natured, fun, non-confrontational 
celebrations of bicycling. Since there is no 
oraanized “leadorshin" of critical mass there 


bikes, given that the war on Iraq was fought in 
part to enable Americans to drive as much as 
they want using cheap, foreign oil. During the 
brief war, spontaneous mini-critical masses 
calling themselves “Bikes Not Bombs” roamed 
San Francisco every weeknight, maintaining the 
momentum of protest. In a period of empire 
and war to maintain a dying motorized mode of 
transportation, riding a bike became our silent, 
daily protests against oil wars. 

What Didn’t work 

Police arrested about 2,500 people in San 
Francisco during the first 3 days of the war. 
Some of those arrested had “meant” to risk 
arrest at pre-organized blockades. But a lot 
of other folks got arrested — swept up and 
arrested en mass — the first day by accident 
because they tried to march in a black bloc. 

We need to look critically at the black bloc 
tactic and figure out if it has outlived its 
usefulness. The black bloc tactic originated in 
Europe in-the 1980s. and folks have marched in 


a black bloc in the Bay Area since the late 
1980s, if not before. The idea is to have a 
large number of militant people in a large block 
so they can protect themselves and be 
disruptive. People dress alike (in black) so 
that the police can’t pick out a particular 
person from a crowd and try to pin a 


inspire ordinary folks to struggle with us 
against the system, not convince them that 
we’re spoiled children with criminal tendencies. 
A lot of times you see face masks when nothing 
is even going on at all—what the fuck?!? 

I thought the white face masks printed with 
“no war on Iraq” were pretty damn cool and a 
lot easier to understand. The point is to cover 
your face if you’re going to do something 
illegal, or if you might later on, not to just wear 
one all the time like it’s jewelry! 

A lot more thinking, discussion and debate 
needs to go on within the community about the 
black bloc (and every other tactic we use). 
Far too often it seems like folks are just doing 
what they’ve done before, or seen done before, 
without actually thinking about what is going 
to be effective. 

Finally, one the worst protest mistakes I saw 
during the war happened at a large and 
spirited blockade of the Chevron 
headquarters in San Ramon. The action, 
starting at 6 a.m. way out in the suburbs, was 
a triumph of pre-organization. Somehow, 
hundreds of us made it out there on crazy 
hipster shuttle school buses from the subway 
station in Walnut Creek. There were two 
roads going into the headquarters campus 
with large groups blocking both of them. 

Although the action couldn’t have happened 
without a lot of pre-organization, it ended up 
demonstrating the limitations of pre¬ 
organization, and the tendency of pre¬ 
organized actions to become bureaucratic, 
predictable, tame, and ultimately non- 
disruptive and ineffective. 

At the gate where I was, people were 
stopping cars, but the police were just parking 
workers a distance away and walking them in. 
Some people were trying to block the 
pedestrians, and the “organizers” were doing 
everything they could to stop participants 
from being spontaneous, effective and thinking 
for themselves. The “leader” on hand with the 
bullhorn told us that we had to “obey” the 
decisions of the spokescouncil and that he 
wanted to make sure the picket and the 
blockade were “orderly." 

I knew it was all over when the police came 
over a bullhorn and told people to be quiet so 
our “leader” could make an announcement. The 
“leader” told us to get out of the road or we 
would be arrested. People complied 
immediately, even though it was quite clear 
that the police had neither the numbers not the 
inclination to actually remove a large, fluid 














It only took 20 people holding hands to block 
a street and attract another 100 folks who 
were on the sidewalk out into the street. If the 
police came around in sufficient numbers to 
threaten one of these un-planned actions, the 
participants could simply melt back onto the 
sidewalk, only to reappear somewhere else 
where there were no police a few minutes later. 

These blockades were short-term cat and 
mouse operations where the intent was to 
avoid arrest rather than to seek it. While it’s 
hard to know, it felt like the un-planned and 
roving blockades were able to stop business as 
usual at least as effectively as the larger pre¬ 
planned actions. The difference was that 
those who did pre-planned actions got 
arrested fairly quickly and now face court 
dates. Few people involved in roving blockades 
got arrested, so they were free to disrupt the 
city long after their pre-organized comrades 
had been removed, even once more police got 
freed up from the large pre-planned 
blockades. 

What does this mean for the future? A lot 
of activists like sitting in meetings polishing 
plans for pre-organized actions. That’s fine 

— as long as the movement doesn’t conclude 
that those pre-organized actions alone will be 
enough to disrupt a target. Pre-organized 
actions often don’t create much real disruption 

— the police love it when they know precisely 
where all the activists are and have them 
surrounded with a double line of riot cops. We 
shouldn’t delude ourselves into believing that 
we’ve disrupted business as usual merely 
because we’ve blocked an intersection — if the 
police know which intersection we’ve blocked, 
we haven’t seriously threatened social stability 
or order. 

The pre-organized actions can act as decoys 

— diverting police attention and opening 
space for other activists to achieve a higher 
level of disruption elsewhere. Just like police 
love knowing where all the activists are, they 
fear a scenario in which they have no idea where 
all of the participants are, or are heading next. 
Its even worse for the police when there are 50 
autonomous groups moving in all directions all 
at the same time. 

On March 21, the police and media struggled 


militant street fighters in San Francisco, 
where critical mass was born. 

Critical mass bike rides, which have spread 
to hundreds of cities around the world, are 
usually good natured, fun, non-confrontational 
celebrations of bicycling. Since there is no 
organized “leadership” of critical mass, there 
is no organized political message or demands. 

It is precisely these cultural traditions that 
helped cyclists on March 21 be so effective 
and disruptive. The bicyclists were used to 
making quick decisions on the fly without any 
formal organization or leadership. 

When pre-planned blockades pinned down 
most of the police during the morning, 
numerous bands of roving cyclists were able to 
ride around at will, tying up and slowing 
traffic for miles. Since bikes can move rapidly, 
they were an even more confusing and 
disruptive problem for the cops and the media. 
They could be everywhere and nowhere 
simultaneously. Over and over, folks blocking 
intersections at random on foot would 
suddenly be reinforced by a roving band of 
bicyclists. The bikes also brought load after 


a black bloc in the Bay Area since the late 
1980s, if not before. The idea is to have a 
large number of militant people in a large block 
so they can protect themselves and be 
disruptive. People dress alike (in black) so 
that the police can’t pick out a particular 
person from a crowd and try to pin a 
particular crime on them. 

While at some points this tactic might make 
sense, recently marching in black has seemed to 
have more to do with making a fashion 
statement than trying to act collectively and 
effectively. Rather than allowing people to 
avoid police detection and arrest, the police 
have gone after the black bloc because they 
are wearing black, whether they do anything or 
not. The black bloc was surrounded and all its 
members arrested the weekend before the 
war — and then because no one seemed to 
learn anything, the exact same thing happened 
again the day after the war started. 

Under these conditions, our tactics need to 
evolve. The point is to be disruptive and not 
get caught, not ensure that you're going to get 
taken into custody. I realize black looks cool, 


hundreds of us made it out there on crazy 
hipster shuttle school buses from the subway 
station in Walnut Creek. There were two 
roads going into the headquarters campus 
with large groups blocking both of them. 

Although the action couldn’t have happened 
without a lot of pre-organization, it ended up 
demonstrating the limitations of pre¬ 
organization, and the tendency of pre¬ 
organized actions to become bureaucratic, 
predictable, tame, and ultimately non- 
disruptive and ineffective. 

At the gate where I was, people were 
stopping cars, but the police were just parking 
workers a distance away and walking them in. 
Some people were trying to block the 
pedestrians, and the “organizers” were doing 
everything they could to stop participants 
from being spontaneous, effective and thinking 
for themselves. The “leader” on hand with the 
bullhorn told us that we had to “obey” the 
decisions of the spokescouncil and that he 
wanted to make sure the picket and the 
blockade were “orderly." 

I knew it was all over when the police came 
over a bullhorn and told people to be quiet so 
our “leader” could make an announcement. The 
“leader” told us to get out of the road or we 
would be arrested. People complied 
immediately, even though it was quite clear 
that the police had neither the numbers not the 
inclination to actually remove a large, fluid 
group from the road. That left the pre¬ 
appointed people willing to “risk arrest” 
sitting in a thin line, defenseless against the 
police who politely took them into custody. The 
potential disruption of the hundreds of people 
on hand was dismantled by one unelected 
“leader” cooperating with the police. Everyone 
stood on the sidewalk and watched the police 
carry out their duty. 

We need to keep in mind that when we 
organize, we should be doing it for our own 
goals. Helping the police maintain order should 
never be one of our goals. Organizing to get a 
large group outside of a corporation is an 
excellent goal. Then the organizers need to 
fade away and trust the People to take 
responsibility for our own actions and our own 
future. 













join the tunic bloc! 
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Politico 
en la 
Ciudad de 

Mexico 


El joven Anarquist@ Mexicano Carlos Alberto 
Estrada Arroyo fue recientamente sentenciado 
a 12 y 1/2 anos de carcel por un presunto 
robo que el no cometio. Ell 14 de Mayo, del 
2001, Carlos estava regressando del almuerzo 
a su trabajo de albanil en la Ciudad de Mexico, 
cuando fue arrestado por la policia. Despues 
fue golpeado y torturado. Apesar de haber 
pasado mas de dos anos en prision el sigue 
desmintiendo los cargos y declarandose 
inocente.Carlos es un joven libertario quien 
estaba envolvido en actividades politicas 
dentro del movimiento anarquista y punk de la 
ciudad de mexico.incluyendo la combativa 
huelga estudiantil de la UNAM en 99-2000 
Carlos y su familia estan muy agradecidos 
por el apoyo internacional que el ha recibido 
incluyendo ayuda de Argentina, Brasil, 
USA.Francia, Italia, Espafia y Polonia. Su 
madre Sara Arroyo Granados escribe: “Estoy 
escribiendo para agradecerles por el apoyo 


por PB Floyd 

Traduzido por Rebeca Walker-Marquez 

En el periodo inmediato posterior a la guerra 
de Estados Unidos contra Irak, algunos de 
quienes se oponen al imperio militar mundial 
estadounidense se sienten desalentados y 
aislados. 

Esto es un grave error, en este periodo 
inestable hay oportunidades tremendas para 
avanzar en la lucha contra el canitalismn v sue 


ignorar sus manifestaciones pacificas. 

La desilusion de millones de personas que no 
pudieron parar la guerra mediante 
manifestaciones pacificas puede ir en dos 
direcciones: o bien la gente se orillara hacia la 
apatfa y el silencio, o bien se radicalizaran y 
comenzaran a darse cuenta de que la unica 
manera de parar la tendencia del sistema hacia 
el asesinato masivo, consiste en encontrar 
maneras para irrumpir, resistir y luchar contra 
el sistema. Si el sistema no escucha a la aente 


Esta ruptura historica puede abrir camino 
hacia un cambio social masivo. La direction de 
ese cambio es desconocida y todas las partes 
desean aprovechar el momento y promover sus 
propios objetivos. Depende del movimiento 
contra la guerra, y particularmente de los 
radicales y antiautoritarios dentro del mismo, 
el asegurarse de que el cambio en este periodo 
de inestabilidad sea positivo, no negativo. 

Ahora estamos en un momento crucial para 
organizarnos, continuar la lucha, enfatizar las 
lecciones aprendidas y dirigir a las personas y 
organizaciones que fueron movilizadas por la 
guerra de un movimiento reactivo frente a la 
guerra hacia una lucha por algo nuevo. Es 
crucial, en este periodo inmediato posterior a 
la guerra, definir hacia donde vamos e ir mas 
alia de lo que nos oponemos. 

Nuestra vision alternativa es la de un mundo 
organizado alrededor de la libertad, 
autodeterminacion, cooperation y la 
satisfaction de las necesidades humanas —no 
de violencia, domination, coaccion y ganancia. La 
mayoria de la gente reconoce que la fuerza no 
da la razon. Es facil confundir la inevitable 
victoria militar y la victoria politica de Bush, 
con ganar la paz. 
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El joven Anarquist@ Mexicano Carlos Alberto 
Estrada Arroyo fue recientamente sentenciado 
a 12 y 1/2 anos de carcel por un presunto 
robo que el no cometio. Ell 14 de Mayo, del 
2001, Carlos estava regressando del almuerzo 
a su trabajo de albanil en la Ciudad de Mexico, 
cuando fue arrestado por la policia. Despues 
fue golpeado y torturado. Apesar de haber 
pasado mas de dos anos en prision el sigue 
desmintiendo los cargos y declarandose 
inocente.Carlos es un joven libertario quien 
estaba envolvido en actividades politicas 
dentro del movimiento anarquista y punk de la 
ciudad de mexico.incluyendo la combativa 
huelga estudiantil de la UNAM en 99-2000 
Carlos y su familia estan muy agradecidos 
por el apoyo internacional que el ha recibido 
incluyendo ayuda de Argentina, Brasil, 
USA.Francia, Italia, Espaha y Polonia. Su 
madre Sara Arroyo Granados escribe: “Estoy 
escribiendo para agradecerles por el apoyo 
economico y moral que ha sido ofrecido a mi hijo. 
La ayuda economica que nos han dado a 
nosotros que somos una familia escasos 
recursos eonomicos y las cartas que ustedes 
han enviado a carlos lo han animado bastante, 
son como las espinacas para popeye. Cuando el 
se siente desanimado nosotros le llevamos las 
cartas y esto regreza su animo y fortaleza; Por 
eso yo les ruego que no dejen de escribirle, de 
igual manera yo personalmente me siento muy 
inspirada al saber que tenemos amigos, 
verdaderos amigos. Gracias muchachosl, 
gracias de todo corazonl, para todos en 
general de todos los estados de la republica y 
de los paises que nos han enviado su apoyo; Yo 
se que ustedes talves no crean en dios, pero yo 
espero que la vida les de todo lo que puede ser 
deseado. adios.” 
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por PB Floyd 
Traduzido por Rebeca Walker-Marquez 


En el periodo inmediato posterior a la guerra 
de Estados Unidos contra Irak, algunos de 
quienes se oponen al imperio militar mundial 
estadounidense se sienten desalentados y 
aislados. 

Esto es un grave error, en este periodo 
inestable hay oportunidades tremendas para 
avanzar en la lucha contra el capitalismo y sus 
imperios militares. 

El periodo anterior a la guerra lanzo a las 
calles a millones de personas en todo el mundo 
en contra de la guerra. Esto no parecio 
importarle a Bush y la guerra paso de todas 
formas. jQue novedad! El punto aqui no es que 
la guerra sucedio a pesar de la oposicion 
masiva. El punto es que hubo manifestaciones 
masivas y que millones de personas aprendieron 
una lection crucial: que el sistema politico va a 


ignorar sus mamresiaciones pacificas. 

La desilusion de millones de personas que no 
pudieron parar la guerra mediante 
manifestaciones pacificas puede ir en dos 
direcciones: o bien la gente se orillara hacia la 
apatia y el silencio, o bien se radicalizaran y 
comenzaran a darse cuenta de que la unica 
manera de parar la tendencia del sistema hacia 
el asesinato masivo, consiste en encontrar 
maneras para irrumpir, resistir y luchar contra 
el sistema. Si el sistema no escucha a la gente, 
la gente tendra que derribar el sistema como 
acto de autodefensa. 

La guerra, la falta de unidad frente a la 
misma por parte de las potencias captalistas, 
la crisis de la ONU y la resistencia popular 
mundial a la guerra, han afectado el equilibrio 
politico anterior. 

Como un globo que ha sido continuamente 
inflado hasta explotar, todas las piezas del 
juego han sido momentaneamente lanzadas al 


Esta ruptura historica puede abrir camino 
hacia un cambio social masivo. La direction de 
ese cambio es desconocida y todas las partes 
desean aprovechar el momento y promover sus 
propios objetivos. Depende del movimiento 
contra la guerra, y particularmente de los 
radicales y antiautoritarios dentro del mismo, 
el asegurarse de que el cambio en este periodo 
de inestabilidad sea positivo, no negativo. 

Ahora estamos en un momento crucial para 
organizarnos, continuar la lucha, enfatizar las 
lecciones aprendidas y dirigir a las personas y 
organizaciones que fueron movilizadas por la 
guerra de un movimiento reactivo frente a la 
guerra hacia una lucha por algo nuevo. Es 
crucial, en este periodo inmediato posterior a 
la guerra, definir hacia donde vamos e ir mas 
alia de lo que nos oponemos. 

Nuestra vision alternativa es la de un mundo 
organizado alrededor de la libertad, 
autodeterminacion, cooperation y la 
satisfaction de las necesidades humanas —no 
de violencia, domination, coaccion y ganancia. La 
mayoria de la gente reconoce que la fuerza no 
da la razon. Es facil confundir la inevitable 
victoria militar y la victoria politica de Bush, 
con ganar la paz. 

El movimiento contra la guerra puede tener 
una mejor oportunidad de desacreditar las 
soluciones militares depues de la guerra, que la 
que tuvo al prevenirla. La lucha contra la 
guerra ha radicalizado a segmentos de una 
generation entera. La gente que ha pasado por 
la experiencia de marchar y protestar con 
optimismo y de haber sido separada y atacada, 
se ha vuelto critica de muchas instituciones 


Continua en patina 14. 
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CALENDARIO DE EVENTOS 


jy?6de Junio 8pm 

iUiPelicula: “Batalla de Algiers, (Africa)” 
yjGratis 3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley 

^7 de Junto 8pm 

^Pelicula: “Banned in Berkeley” “Prohibido 

ri«n RttrkftlA\/” Ohm Ha R mi liAro.Q rnn 


3124 


21 de Junto 8pm 

Pelicula: “Videodrome” Gratis 
Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, 

20-22 de Junio 

Conferencia de Biodevastacion Washington, 
DC Contacto: larcher@foe.org 

23-25 de Junio 


8-10 de Agosto 

Romper las Cadenas Conferencia en Contra 
del Complejo Industrial de Prisiones. 
Universidad de Oregon, Eugene. 
www.breakthechains.net 


9-10 de Agosto 10am-4pm 

Festival de Zines San Francisco 














han enviado a carlos lo han animado bastante, 
son como las espinacas para popeye. Cuando el 
se siente desanimado nosotros le llevamos las 
cartas y esto regreza su animo y fortaleza; Por 
eso yo les ruego que no dejen de escribirle, de 
igual manera yo personalmente me siento muy 
inspirada al saber que tenemos amigos, 
verdaderos amigos. Gracias muchachosl, 
gracias de todo corazon!, para todos en 
general de todos los estados de la republica y 
de los paises que nos han enviado su apoyo; Yo 
se que ustedes talves no crean en dios, pero yo 
espero que la vida les de todo lo que puede ser 



Para mas informes puedes contactar a 
upl_upl@yahoo.com 

Tambien le puedes escribir directamente a el 

atraves del email: 

carloskinoi @ yahoo.com 

Tambien ha sido realizada una recopilacion 

internacional a beneficio del compafiero carlos 

skin y si deseas obtenerlo y/o ayudar 

economicamente a su liberacion puedes escribir 

a: 


resist25 @ starmedia.com 



en corura ue la guerra. csio no parecio 
importarle a Bush y la guerra paso de todas 
formas. jQue novedad! El punto aqui no es que 
la guerra sucedio a pesar de la oposicion 
masiva. El punto es que hubo manifestaciones 
masivas y que millones de personas aprendieron 
una 
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la crisis de la ONU y la resistencia popular 
mundial a la guerra, han afectado el equilibrio 
politico anterior. 

Como un globo que ha sido continuamente 
inflado hasta explotar, todas las piezas del 
juego han sido momentaneamente lanzadas al 


guerra ha radicalizado a segmentos de una 
generation entera. La gente que ha pasado por 
la experiencia de marchar y protestar con 
optimismo y de haber sido separada y atacada, 
se ha vuelto crftica de muchas instituciones 
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y?6de Junto 8pm 

MPelicula: “Batalla de Algiers, (Africa)” 
^Gratis 3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley 

y?de Junto 8pm 

MPelicula: “Banned in Berkeley” “Prohibido 
Qen Berkeley” Obra de 5 mujeres con 
j^deshabilidades sobre sus relaciones sexuales 
$e interpersonales, mas un performance con 
J^platica. 

js&7-8 de Junto 

y^Tratado Libre de el Area de las 
•^Americas(FTAA) en Miami Consulta Anti- 
jH&apitalista- Louisville, Kentucky Inscripcion: 
>H*:ftaaconsulta @ yahoo.com 

|^7-12 de Julio 

jKjjCampamento de Accion Directa del Rio 
^Salmon Proteger el bosque hermoso y 
♦Kjsalvaje de California node Contacto: 
af; (503)957 5572 Correo electronico: 

L? bwsisq @ yahoo.com, o 

Ljimazamaforestdefense.org 

n 

:*K*13de Junto 6pm 

>ltJLa Masa Critica de Berkeley Reclamando las 
^calles en bicicleta Reunir al centra, Berkeley 
jjj^BART (todos los segundos viernes del mes) 

1 3-15 de Junto 

Conferencia de Medios de Comunicacion 
^••Aliados Bowling Green, Ohio 
Mwww.alliedmediaprojects.org 


21 de Junto 8pm 

Pelicula: “Videodrome” Gratis 3124 
Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, 

20-22 de Junio 

Conferencia de Biodevastacion Washington, 
DC Contacto: larcher@foe.org 

23-25 de Junio 

Alto a la Cumbre de la OMC (Organizacion 
Mundial de Comercio) Sacramento, CA 
Contacto: (916)497-1111 

27 de Junio-7 de Julio 

Earth First! Rendezvous en Minnesota 
Contacto: Minnehaha EFI; rrrmn@ziplip.com 

27 de Junio- 26 de Julio 

Verano de la Bicicleta 2003 New York City 
www.bikesummer.org 

JULIO 
10-13 de Julio 

Asamblea de l@s Anarquistas Verdes 
Allegheney Forest, Pennsylvania 
www.blackandgreen.org 

18-20 de Julio 

Campamento de Entrenamiento para 
Acetones en defensa del Bosque Cascadia 
(Cerca de Portland), Oregon Contacto: 
cfa@spiritone.org (503) 241-4879 

AGOSTO 


n 

>W>:14de Junto 8pm 

^Pelicula: “Dersu Uzala” Gratis 3124 
MShattuck Ave, Berkeley 
r< 

&20 de Junio 5:30 pm 

SjtTta Masa Critica de Alameda Reclamando las 
ijjJcalles en bicicleta Reunir a la casa de 

£% 


8- 10 de Agosto 

Romper las Cadenas Conferencia en Contra 
del Complejo Industrial de Prisiones. 
Universidad de Oregon, Eugene. 
www.breakthechains.net 

9- 10 de Agosto 10am-4pm 

Festival de Zines San Francisco 
www.sfzinefest.com 

10 de Agosto 1:30pm 

Alto a la Guerra, Laboratorios de Livermore 
(925)443-7148 

16 de Agosto 12-6pm 

Fiesta de Zines en Los Angeles, Plummer 
Park centra Communitario, 7377 Santa 
Monica Blvd, West Hollywood CA 
www.geocities.com/lazinefiesta 

SEPTIEMBRJE Y ADELANTE 

7-14 de Septiembre 

Alto a la Cumbre de la OMC (Organizacion 
Mundial de Comercio), Cancun, Mexico 
Semana de Movilizacion Global Contacto: 
noalca @ movimientos.org 

25-26 de Octubre 

Feria de Libras Anarquistas en Toronto, 
Canada. 519 Church St. Centro 
Communitario tab2003@ziplip.com 

25 de Octubre 10am-6pm 

Feria de Libras, New Orleans Barrister’s 
Gallery 1724 Oretha Castle Haley Blvd. 
www.nolabookfair.com 


1-3 de Agosto 

Conferencia de Zines en Portland Recinto de 
Colegio de PSU, Portland, Oregon 
www.pdxzines.com 

8 de Agosto 8pm 

Fiesta para celebrar los 10 anos del 
Infoshop, Long Haul, 3124 Shattuck Ave, 

Berkeley 

*^|[i iv i >v« 


17-21 de Noviembre 

Quebrantar la Cumbre del Tratado Libre de 
el Area de las Americas (FTAA), Miami, 
Florida (202)778-3320, (510)663-0888, 
www.ftaamiami.org 
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Triumph Of Kleptocracy Death Of Reason 


By Cassandra Camus 

If the first casualty of war is the truth, then 
reason must be its first prisoner. Leave it to 
Americans to escalate the battlefield of the 
mind to an Orwellian level of shock therapy. 
Glued to our mind screens for the majority of 
our waking hours, we have become the audience 
at a global coliseum, cheering for enemy blood 
and applauding billion-dollar bombs bursting in 
air. Reason? Logic? Truth? Those were sold 
to the highest bidder long ago, to pay for the 
most monstrous killing machines ever created 
and our raging addiction to chemical energy. 

War has never made a great deal of sense, 
and that’s in large part the point. Since one 
tribe went out to dominate another at the 
point of a spear, leaders have attempted to 


override the logical part of the human brain by 
aggravating our reptilian and ruthless revenge 
mechanisms. In the age of industrial warfare, 
we have witnessed the business of killing vast 
numbers of opponents become a “necessary 
evil,” and an honored form of employment. 
Americans will even argue that dropping 



atomic bombs on the cities of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki simply “got the job done" in a more 
efficient manner, and therefore was 
acceptable “collateral damage.” As I said, no 
reason or logic here, and don’t look for truth in 
the wastelands of war. 

Americans entered a terminal realm of 
doublethink and psychosis when the 
revolutionary band of corporate cryptocrats 
seized the White House, our shining center of 
authority. The Bushista regime has turned 
every commonly-held value established by 
previous generations on its head, in a topsy¬ 
turvy heap of nonsense and cowboy lingo. Yes, 
we now argue, war IS peace, slavery and 
paranoia is freedom, you see, and the truth will 
never be known because it must remain a state 
secret. 

Our sanity slips away daily as the cluster 
bombs and fireballs light up our video screens, 
as any hope of salvaging the American Dream is 
trampled under the boots of ever more 
militarized police, under the glare of ever more 
sinister terror alerts, and behind the firewalls 
of ever more secretive and corrupted 
“security” agencies. It’s a sophisticated 
destabilization of our entire society, plotted 
out decades ago. The way the Bush family, CIA 
headquarters bearing their name, always seem 
to leave a trail of burned-out cities, piles of 
dead bodies, drug scandals, and secret bank 
accounts behind them, and somehow never get 
caught-- has worn our suspicions down to a dull 
stupor. 


Influential over our ability to reason and 
assess the truth are the mighty media 
corporations, owned by giant conglomerates 



who also make the weapons and the drugs 
which the politicians in power are so invested 
in. Americans are kept in a Twilight Zone limbo 
of steroid-stoked entertainment and shocking 
pseudo-reality events, barely able to keep up 
with the latest terror alert, let alone 
understand what is happening outside our 
country. The “fog of war" has become our 
sociopathic modus operandi, and the latest 
approval ratings let us know everything is 
“going great” because our lemming herd 
agrees the edge is where we must push. 


irrationality and ignorance is a result of poor 
planning and excess? No- the reality is that 
we’re held hostage in a “fog of war" and 
terror by design, and the rest of the world has 
now become the war zone. Is it all like a 
spectacular video game? Yes, we’ve been 
conditioned to accept blasting away other 
humans like insects, from a distance. Now we 
must question-- who designed this game and 
who is promoting the even more costly future 
version? 
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Today’s Slingshot Alert Level Is: 
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Without even understanding the cause or 
the odds, we are prompted to blindly 
“support our troops,” which actually means 
allowing the military contractors in power to 
bomb the hell out of another Third World 
country. We are prodded to display our 
allegiance to the flag, and declare our patriotic 


Kissinger to start the CIA, financed by 
George Bush’s granddad. Do you believe our 


“Americanism” may in the future be 
described as a pathological syndrome, much as 
we now attempt to unrayel the ideology and 
cruelty of Nazism. The two are not 
unconnected. A few hard truths for Americans 





















override the logical part of the human brain by 
aggravating our reptilian and ruthless revenge 
mechanisms. In the age of industrial warfare, 
we have witnessed the business of killing vast 
numbers of opponents become a “necessary 
evil,” and an honored form of employment. 
Americans will even argue that dropping 


secret. 

Our sanity slips away daily as the cluster 
bombs and fireballs light up our video screens, 
as any hope of salvaging the American Dream is 
trampled under the boots of ever more 
militarized police, under the glare of ever more 
sinister terror alerts, and behind the firewalls 
of ever more secretive and corrupted 
“security” agencies. It’s a sophisticated 
destabilization of our entire society, plotted 
out decades ago. The way the Bush family, CIA 
headquarters bearing their name, always seem 
to leave a trail of burned-out cities, piles of 
dead bodies, drug scandals, and secret bank 
accounts behind them, and somehow never get 
caught- has worn our suspicions down to a dull 
stupor. 


Influential over our ability to reason and 
assess the truth are the mighty media 
corporations, owned by giant conglomerates 
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^ Slingshot has devised an alternative to the 


3 


^Department of Homeland Security’s security 
y alert system. The current system — with 
z alerts ranging from green, to blue, to yellow, 
y to orange, to red — is intended to frighten 
2 the public into embracing the preemptive 
^military strikes, occupation of foreign lands, 
^and dismantling of civil liberties necessary to 

For 


that’s convenient — because of terrorism, the 
US government can prevent people from 
protesting wars that are going to cause more 
terrorism. It’s a complete logical circle, and 
it’s all out of our hands. 

Slingshot’s proposed alert system (each 
day’s alert level will be posted on our website 
and indicated by a colored flag hanging from 
the window of our office) is intended to 
provide a more unbiased assessment of the 
threat and risk. In the Slingshot's alert 
system, each threat level indicates the risk to 
our freedom and bodily integrity arising from 
the police, the federal government, the US 
armed forces, and the environmental collapse 


0 


/ industrial % 


^enlarge the world’s vastest empire. 

^example, right before a major non-violent anti' 
o 


^!war protest in New York, the DHS increased 


associated with an capitalist 
system. 

Fear has been the Bush administration's A 
ain tactic for pushing through its wars and ^ 



Without even understanding the cause or 
the odds, we are prompted to blindly 
“support our troops,” which actually means 
allowing the military contractors in power to 
bomb the hell out of another Third World 
country. We are prodded to display our 
allegiance to the flag, and declare our patriotic 
fen/or- again, without reason or logic, simply 
based on conditioned slogans about freedom 
and democracy, while those in power are busy 
ripping the guts out of our Constitution and 
Bill of Rights. 

Signs that our society has gone over the 
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y police were able to win a court case permitting 

4 them to prohibit marching at protests. Now 
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empowerment, action and resistance. 


Threat 

Level 


Aqua 


Specific Risk and Actions Possible 


Low risk of government crackdown and US military empire. Millions in the streets 
raid and disarm US military bases and prevent all normal functioning of capitalist 
economy. Local communities smash environmentally hazardous operations. 
Neighborhoods organize cooperatives, autonomous structures and councils. Central 
police apparatus has to have a bake sale to buy gas for their single moped. 
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Kissinger to start the CIA, financed by 
George Bush’s granddad. Do you believe our 


^the threat level, and as a result New York City crackdown on freedom at home. We hope to ^ edge of sanity into the murderous realm of 

move away from fear and towards A raging monkeys: obsession with obscure 

* symbols, such as French fries (which we named 
in the first place), outrageous harassment of 
artists such as the Dixie Chicks and Michael 
Moore, who are simply stating their opinion, 
belying the alleged “freedom of speech” our 
troops are supposedly fighting for, and 
crowds of “pro-war" demonstrators wrapped 
in American flags lashing out at anyone or 
anything that may stand in the way of 


“Americanism" may in the future be 
described as a pathological syndrome, much as 
we now attempt to unrayel the ideology and 
cruelty of Nazism. The two are not 
unconnected. A few hard truths for Americans 
to work their teeth on: We are a relatively 
recent colonial expansion of European empire, 
molded on a Roman model of expansion. We are 
only 5% of the world’s population, 75% white, 
controlling over 50% of the resources of the 
rest of the world. There are 1.2 billion Islamic 
people in the world, 5 times the number of 
Americans. The vast majority of those people 
live in sub-poverty conditions, ruled over by 
wealthy dictators armed by the United States 
(as Saddam and the Taliban were). 

One final little fact which festers at the 
root of all of this Strangelovian insanity and 
psychosis: if only 1% of the nuclear arsenals on 
our planet are deployed in a “limited” nuclear 
exchange, we will be living in a mutant nuclear 
winter and most of the species on Earth will go 
extinct, including ourselves quite possibly. The 
Bush regime has made nuclear weapons a very 
real first-strike option, tossing aside all 
treaties signed over our lifetimes. But you 
won’t hear about that on the 6 o’clock news, 
unless you happen to have a TV system in your 
fallout shelter. By then ratings won’t matter 
so much... 


Cassandra Camus 
Occupied Hawaiian Nation 
Planetary Rescue Corps 
http://metamagic.org 
planetary @ wildmail.com 
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-By TAOW 
^ Slingshot has devised an alternative to the 

- Department of Homeland Security’s security 
^alert system. The current system — with 
^ alerts ranging from green, to blue, to yellow, 
^to orange, to red — is intended to frighten 
^the public into embracing the preemptive 
-military strikes, occupation of foreign lands, 
-and dismantling of civil liberties necessary to 

- enlarge the world’s vastest empire. For 
^example, right before a major non-violent anti¬ 
-war protest in New York, the DHS increased 
2 the threat level, and as a result New York City 


-police were able to win a court case permitting 

t . 


;-them to prohibit marching at protests. Now 


terrorism. It’s a complete logical circle, and 
it’s all out of our hands. 

Slingshot’s proposed alert system (each 
day’s alert level will be posted on our website 
and indicated by a colored flag hanging from 
the window of our office) is intended to 
provide a more unbiased assessment of the 
threat and risk. In the Slingshot’s alert 
system, each threat level indicates the risk to 
our freedom and bodily integrity arising from 
the police, the federal government, the US 
armed forces, and the environmental collapse 
associated with an capitalist / industrial 
system. 

Fear has been the Bush administration’s 
main tactic for pushing through its wars and 
crackdown on freedom at home. We hope to 
move away from fear and towards 
empowerment, action and resistance. 


Bill of Rights. 

Signs that our society has gone over the 
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Threat 

Level 


Aqua 


Lemon 


Lime 


Khaki 


Vermilion 


Violet 


Royal 


Navy 


Specific Risk and Actions Possible 


Low risk of government crackdown and US military empire. Millions in the streets 
raid and disarm US military bases and prevent all normal functioning of capitalist 
economy. Local communities smash environmentally hazardous operations. 
Neighborhoods organize cooperatives, autonomous structures and councils. Central 
police apparatus has to have a bake sale to buy gas for their single moped. 


Guarded risk of empire. US military functional but hampered as international 
community revokes all base and over-flight rights. Domestic resistance disrupts 
arms industry, environmental threats and propaganda machine. Flourishing 
independent media and popular movement. 


Elevated risk of empire. Opposition is marginalized and isolated from ordinary life 
of the public. Corporations control media which ignores or manipulates incidences 
of dissent. Profit considered more important than people. Daily life spews 
greenhouse gases threatening mass extinction of species. 


High risk of empire. Police regularly fire “less than lethal” ammunition at non-violent 
crowds. All activist communications and meetings monitored. Travel restrictions 
imposed against anyone critical of regime. All library books reported to central 
government data base. Military invades multiple “rogue states" around the world 


Extreme risk of empire. FBI openly resurrects COINTELPRO tactics to sow 
divisions within resistance movements. Opposition groups start killing each other 
instead of focusing on resisting the government and capitalism. Last redwood cut. 


Empire with no apologies. United States dissolves United Nations and converts UN 
building in New York to luxury hotel. Operation “French, German, Russian, British, 
Japanese Freedom" begins. All domestic dissent is considered terrorism and 
suspects are shipped to a prison colony which occupies the entire Cuban island. 


Monarchy. Bush officially changes name to “big brother.” Chips implanted in all 
world subjects to relay location and activities to central computerized data base. 


We are fucked. US military invades San Francisco Bay Area to prevent terrorism. 
Population assumes disguises and tries to bike to Canada to seek marriage of 


7 convenience with (hopefully) sympathetic ex-lovers. o 
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edge of sanity into the murderous realm of 
raging monkeys: obsession with obscure 
symbols, such as French fries (which we named 
in the first place), outrageous harassment of 
artists such as the Dixie Chicks and Michael 
Moore, who are simply stating their opinion, 
belying the alleged “freedom of speech” our 
troops are supposedly fighting for, and 
crowds of “pro-war” demonstrators wrapped 
in American flags lashing out at anyone or 
anything that may stand in the way of 
“victory.” 

The great danger of the lynch-mob terror- 
bubble we find ourselves trapped in, as the 
Germans under the Nazi regime were, is losing 
touch with the rest of the world. At the same 
time, we are unable to assess that this is no 
longer our government, but has been stolen 
from us by country.-sized corporations and 
their henchmen. To the rest of the world, we 
seem to be reveling in our corruption, 
celebrating the theft of our constitutional 
protections, our economic resources, our 
dignity and reputation, and our security, by a 
group of second-rate elitists and dictator- 
wannabees. Meanwhile, innocent people are 
being slaughtered by high-tech weaponry 
designed for annihilation, along with mostly 
defenseless “enemy combatants,” in a land far 
away, in a culture that most of us don’t even 
comprehend. 

Is there any hope for America’s sanity? 
Right now, we are lost in a cowering dead-end 
of lies built on lies and secrecy, dating back to 
the end of WWII when Nazis were enlisted by 



controlling over 50% of the resources of the 
rest of the world. There are 1.2 billion Islamic 
people in the world, 5 times the number of I 
Americans. The vast majority of those people I 
live in sub-poverty conditions, ruled over by 
wealthy dictators armed by the United States | 
(as Saddam and the Taliban were). 

One final little fact which festers at the I 
root of all of this Strangelovian insanity and] 
psychosis: if only 1% of the nuclear arsenals on I 
our planet are deployed in a “limited” nuclear I 
exchange, we will be living in a mutant nuclear! 
winter and most of the species on Earth will go I 
extinct, including ourselves quite possibly. The I 
Bush regime has made nuclear weapons a very I 
real first-strike option, tossing aside all! 
treaties signed over our lifetimes. But you! 
won’t hear about that on the 6 o’clock news, I 
unless you happen to have a TV system in your 
fallout shelter. By then ratings won’t matter | 
so much... 


Cassandra Camus 
Occupied Hawaiian Nation 
Planetary Rescue Corps 
http://metamagic.org 
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people start viewing the news with a critical 
eye, events will seems as blatantly ridiculous to 
them as they do to me. 

This is about listening and sharing ideas 
with people as people, not as stereotypes. 
Folks won’t take you seriously if you don’t 
prove you care about what they actually think 
and feel. This effort is about sharing 
information, listening to people’s response, 
suggesting analyses—and then stepping back 
and trusting people to arrive at their own 




in patriotism, not framed in ways that foster 
consideration and discussion. Debate forums 
that do exist, like talk radio and political 
debate shows, are overwhelmed by dogmatic 
right-biased spectacle. So-called ‘alternative’ 
free weeklies have become cookie-cutter clones 
spewed out by a few companies. 

Serious questioning and disagreement are 
tantamount to treason. Bush and Co's 
conquering mentality - that there’s one 
answer, it’s American, and if you disagree, you 
are less than human - applies at home as well as 
abroad, and is essentially the end of debate. 

The military industrial complex has powerful 
tools to smash dissent. The real threats of 
surveillance, infiltration, prison time, etc make 
anything beyond very mundane disagreement 
with the government very scarv. In this climate 


conclusions. This is the fundamental 
difference between recruitment and 
engagement. 

I don’t expect people to come flocking to our 
movement. People have their own ways of 
processing information and creating change. 
Politicizing doesn't necessarily mean 
organizing—that’s its own very valid project. 


I’m scattering seeds, not looking for immediate 
recognition and political affinity. In the 
process, we might very well meet new friends 
and action partners, people who would find 
this activist scene on their own in a few years. 
Why should we wait for people to find their 
own radical grassroots movement? Let’s put 
ourselves out in the world! 

Let’s go to people in neutral environments, 
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Life After Patriotism 


Continu 


om page 


many of us came to the urban scene from 
suburbs and small towns. We know that people 
can be stupid fucks and be damn proud of it. 
It’s fine that we’ve moved on. But we must 
remember that beneath that brainwashing is 
an actual brain, being fed practically nothing 
but grossly manipulated media. 

In many parts of the US, there’s little 
access to the world news and analysis that the 
left thrives upon. American media does not 
encourage critical thinking. Issues are draped 
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The Anti-War Argument— 
While Still Supporting the Troops 










The Anti-War Argument— 

While Still Supporting the Troops^f 
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In this time of permanent war, it is our job to 
the counter perspective: That of the 
US bombing campaigns since WWII, none 
resulted in the establishment or continuation 
of democracy. Many campaigns were waged 
against democratically elected leaders, and 
most ended with the establishment and 
continued funding of dictatorships. We must 
point out the correlation between US- 
sponsored “democracy” and market-based 
capitalism, and push for self-determination on 
the part of people around the world. 

Many people already sense that something is 
deeply wrong with this country even as they 
hang yellow ribbons. People are hurting 
economically, and Bush seems to be continually 
missing that point. But many folks are 
troubled by questions of loyalty, still hurting 
from the September 11 attacks, and still 
believe the government line that US 
intervention is appreciated by and brings 
freedom and democracy to people around the 
world. 

These days, a hot topic in patriot land - and 
a good way to address fuzzy patriot thinking - 
is support for the troops. 

Support for the recent Iraq war didn’t fully 
solidify until after the troops were in combat. 
After the war officially started, many folks 
who had serious doubts about the war felt it 


was unethical - unpatriotic - to protest the 
efforts of our soldiers, fighting for us. 

Vnn nan oiinnnrf t h o frnnno uwith/Mit 


military actually took $720 million more from 
GIs in non-refundable deposits, than they paid 
out in college benefits between 1986 and 
1993. About 90% of folks don’t end up using 
the skills they learned in the military in their 
post-military jobs. What a bunch of bullshit! 

Some people package these anti-military 
arguments under the slogan "Peace is 
Patriotic." The radical analysis goes further: 
Peace is not patriotic! Peace requires 
consideration, negotiation, listening. 
Patriotism requires unthinking allegiance. 
Peace won’t come from following directions, 


only from working out new solutions that 
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in patriotism, not framed in ways that foster 
consideration and discussion. Debate forums 
that do exist, like talk radio and political 
debate shows, are overwhelmed by dogmatic 
right-biased spectacle. So-called ‘alternative’ 
free weeklies have become cookie-cutter clones 
spewed out by a few companies. 

Serious questioning and disagreement are 
tantamount to treason. Bush and Co’s 
conquering mentality - that there's one 
answer, it’s American, and if you disagree, you 
are less than human - applies at home as well as 
abroad, and is essentially the end of debate. 

The military industrial complex has powerful 
tools to smash dissent. The real threats of 
surveillance, infiltration, prison time, etc make 
anything beyond very mundane disagreement 
with the government very scary. In this climate 
of fear, support for the government, whether 
active or passive, is much easier than fully 
articulating and acting upon dissenting views. 

But imagine a world where disagreement 
was okay. Where you could support people you 
disagreed with, where tolerance for 
difference was the norm. Where critical 
thinking and raising questions meant respect 
and discussion instead of being a nerd, a pinko 
asshole, or a domestic terrorist. This is the 
antithesis of the american imperialist view of 
the world, and it is the real meaning of 
freedom. 

Radical activists can start spreading this 
freedom today, by engaging with people 
outside our tight, friendship-based circles— 
people who don’t automatically share our view 
of the world, with whom we might disagree. 
This is not a critique of doing activism with 
groups of friends, nor is it necessarily a 
recruiting assignment for the suburbs. This is 
a call for engagement in support of critical 
thinking. Before I try to persuade somebody 
to adopt an anti-capitalist view of the world, I 
want them to have the critical thinking skills to, 
actually consider what I’m saying. I want 
people to feel empowered to think critically 
about the daily news, the political double¬ 
speak, the whole nine yards, in hopes that once, 


conclusions. This is the fundamental 
difference between recruitment and 
engagement. 

I don’t expect people to come flocking to our 
movement. People have their own ways of 
processing information and creating change. 
Politicizing doesn’t necessarily mean 
organizing—that’s its own very valid project. 

I’m scattering seeds, not looking for immediate 
recognition and political affinity. In the 
process, we might very well meet new friends 
and action partners, people who would find 
this activist scene on their own in a few years. 
Why should we wait for people to find their 
own radical grassroots movement? Let’s put 
ourselves out in the world! 

Let’s go to people in neutral environments, 
where they’re comfortable. Let’s think beyond 
the old recipe of “talking” to people - 
sometimes a surprisingly challenging act. Let’s 
go to the suburbs with flyers, posters, sticker 
campaigns, street theater, several times a 
year. Let’s go in approachable small groups, 
looking like we’re interested in people instead 
of attacking The Man. Let’s cover cafes and 
Laundromats in alternative media. Let’s listen 
to people, so we can understand people outside 
of divisive stereotypes. Let’s try to discover 
the many motivations behind what comes off as 
unquestioning patriotism, so we can better 
understand why people put up with — and 
appear to enjoy - all this shit. 

Some folks will call this an invasion or a 
missionary expedition. I think it’s mutual aid. 
We don’t want folks to become slaves to 
ideology. The message is, Stop - Don't React 
-Think. 


Coj>* Arrest C(owr)s 

Clowns were arrested, bicycles and circus 





























But imagine a world where disagreement 
was okay. Where you could support people you 
disagreed with, where tolerance for 
difference was the norm. Where critical 
thinking and raising questions meant respect 
and discussion instead of being a nerd, a pinko 
asshole, or a domestic terrorist. This is the 
antithesis of the american imperialist view of 
the world, and it is the real meaning of 
freedom. 

Radical activists can start spreading this 
freedom today, by engaging with people 
outside our tight, friendship-based circles— 
people who don’t automatically share our view 
of the world, with whom we might disagree. 
This is not a critique of doing activism with 
groups of friends, nor is it necessarily a 
recruiting assignment for the suburbs. This is 
a call for engagement in support of critical 
thinking. Before I try to persuade somebody 
to adopt an anti-capitalist view of the world, I 
want them to have the critical thinking skills to, 
actually consider what I’m saying. I want 
people to feel empowered to think critically 
about the daily news, the political double¬ 
speak, the whole nine yards, in hopes that once. 
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campaigns, street theater, several times a 
year. Let’s go in approachable small groups, 
looking like we’re interested in people instead 
of attacking The Man. Let’s cover cafes and 
Laundromats in alternative media. Let’s listen 
to people, so we can understand people outside 
of divisive stereotypes. Let’s try to discover 
the many motivations behind what comes off as 
unquestioning patriotism, so we can better 
understand why people put up with — and 
appear to enjoy - all this shit. 

Some folks will call this an invasion or a 
missionary expedition. I think it’s mutual aid. 
We don’t want folks to become slaves to 
ideology. The message is, Stop - Don’t React 
-Think. 



Arrest C(own* 

I Clowns were arrested, bicycles and circus 
I gear impounded, and a community house raided 
pin St. Louis during the Biodevastation 7 
counter-conference to the Monsanto- 
sponsored World Agricultural Forum 
promoting genetically modified organisms 
. ^ (GMOs). Nine Flying Rutabaga Circus 

mem bers, riding to the conference to announce _____ 
' 5 their Caravan Across the Cornbelt anti-GMO^IMF'jl 
!" bike tour to Washington, DC, were alf$| - ;'yj 
arrested. Fifteen others were grabbed in a 
simultaneous raid on the house hosting the bike 
circus. On the news, police laid out a table full 
of ''weapons-in-progress“ obtained in the 
raid, such as roofing nails, newspaper juggling 
pins, a whip, circus gear for fire twirling, and a r> _ 
poorly assembled napkin tucked into a bottle, jjpfe 
Homeland Security has their priorities^ 

** * straight, * 


f* 


has 
Contact St. 


fa straight, alright. 

fjp Chief Joe Mokwa at 314-444-5624 and tell 


Wv 1 him to give the clowns bac k their bi ki 
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24 US bombing campaigns since WWII, none 
resulted in the establishment or continuation 
of democracy. Many campaigns were waged 
against democratically elected leaders, and 
most ended with the establishment and 
continued funding of dictatorships. We must 
point out the correlation between US- 
sponsored “democracy” and market-based 
capitalism, and push for self-determination on 
the part of people around the world. 

Many people already sense that something is 
deeply wrong with this country even as they 
hang yellow ribbons. People are hurting 
economically, and Bush seems to be continually 
missing that point. But many folks are 
troubled by questions of loyalty, still hurting 
from the September 11 attacks, and still 
believe the government line that US 
intervention is appreciated by and brings 
freedom and democracy to people around the 
world. 

These days, a hot topic in patriot land - and 
a good way to address fuzzy patriot thinking - 
is support for the troops. 

Support for the recent Iraq war didn’t fully 
solidify until after the troops were in combat. 
After the war officially started, many folks 
who had serious doubts about the war felt it 
was unethical - unpatriotic - to protest the 
efforts of our soldiers, fighting for us. 

You can support the troops, without 
supporting the designs of the Commander in 
Chief, because you don’t support people 
fighting and dying, period. In particular, we 
can support troops who break ranks. Support 
for troops does not mean demanding they 
occupy a country where they’re clearly not 
wanted—witness skyrocketing anti-occupation 
protests in Iraq. Instead, real support means 
good-paying jobs at home, non-militarized 
education, and emotional support of friends 
and family. 

There is a poverty draft in place today. 
Despite small upsurges in interest in the 
military after 9/11 and the Iraq war, most 
folks still join the military to receive promised 
job skills and education funding. But two- 
thirds of recruits never get the financial aid 
they were promised - and only 15% actually 
get the four year degree they wanted! 
According to a report in the Army Times, the 


1993. About 90% of folks don’t end up using 
the skills they learned in the military in their 
post-military jobs. What a bunch of bullshit! 

Some people package these anti-military 
arguments under the slogan "Peace is 
Patriotic." The radical analysis goes further: 
Peace is not patriotic! Peace requires 
consideration, negotiation, listening. 
Patriotism requires unthinking allegiance. 
Peace won’t come from following directions, 



only from working out new solutions that 
empower people, not governments. 


Now is the time to sever the link between 
support for government and support for 
people. Wars waged by the US to “liberate” 
people elsewhere, supported by people here at 
home, are not fought in the interests of people 
at home or abroad. Government leaders, and 
their friends in corporate boardrooms - from 
Bush and Cheney to Saddam - fight wars for 
their own private power-mongering interests, 
not in the interests of regular folks in either 
the US or Iraq. The money river that starts at 
government founts and pools around defense 
contractors runs dry by the time it reaches 
the dude on the street. 

Let’s bust up myths that assume the 
government cares about us, and replace 
government loyalty with people loyalty. 
George Bush isn’t my man, my best idiot, my 
friend - YOU ARE. 
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IsINorthlKorealNext? 


Article by KT Joy Sojourner 
Preface by Slingshot staff 

Before the war on Iraq, the U.S. government 
had marked Stalinist North Korea as part of 
the “Axis of Evil," and since the war, attention 
has turned toward North Korea as a possible 
second front for U.S. military aggression. 
Although both North and South Korea have 
been trying to negotiate Korean unification, 
the current U.S. administration has K 
purposefully provoked and maligned North 
Korea with the intent of thwarting 
reunification so the U.S. won't have to face an 
East Asian arms race between a nuclearized 
Korea, China and potentially, Japan. North 
Korea, in return, wishes to “normalize 
relations” with the U.S. and thus participate 
fully in global capitalist exploitation. 

This article covers some background 
information on the recent history and current 
situation with U.S./North Korea relations. 



As U.S. military confrontation in Iraq de- 
escalates, the war-mongering Bush 
Administration now has the time and resources 
to attack other regions. North Korea, along 
with Iran and prewar Iraq, was named by Bush 
as part of an “axis of evil" and may be next on 
the list. Bush has said that he “loathes Kim 
Jong II”, the North Korean President. Bush 
asserts that North Korea does not do enough 
to fight terrorism and continues to sell 
ballistic missile technology to countries 
designated by the U.S. as states sponsoring 
terrorism. North Korea, reacting to these 
verbal attacks along with Bush’s doctrine of 
preemptive strikes, has been threatened with 
a possible war with the U.S.. North Korea has 
restarted its nuclear weapons manufacturing 
projects and is using them as a bargaining tool 
while trying to negotiate a peace treaty. 

On Anril 93 the 11.3 Hhinfl anri North 


Washington where they were used to map 
targets during the war. The North Korean 

state news agency said, “The inspection and 
disarmament forced by the U.S. upon an 
independent state in violation of its 
sovereignty and its right to existence without 
any proper reason and ground are only aimed 
to justify and legalize aggression and war.” 

The U.S. currently has 37,000 troops based 


ships would block North Korean exports. 
North Korea asserts it will halt all nuclear 
programs if Washington recognizes their 
sovereignty and provides credible assurances 
of non-aggression. They are not asking for 
money, however they have offered to entirely 
scrap its ballistic missiles program in 
exchange for oil, energy, and economic 
exchange and normal relations. Bush says, 



militarized country that makes a large portion 
of its small economy on weapons sales. Bush 
has been quoted as saying, “Its not what 
they’ve got, but where it goes.” U.S. Admiral 
Charles R. Larson, former commander of U.S. 
forces in the Pacific, argued that a strong 
military presence in Asia was necessary to 
ensure security and guarantee America a 
dominant role in trade. 

The history of stressed U.S.-Korean 
relations began after the Second World War 
when the U.S. arrived on the peninsula to 
accept the surrender of Japanese troops. The 
commander of U.S. forces informed his 
officers that Korea was “an enemy of the 
United States” and should be treated as such 
because they opposed U.S. dominance. The 
U.S. is primarily responsible for the division of 
Korea, has oppressed popular movements for 
a unified democratic Korea, encouraged 
Japanese hegemony, instituted unpopular 
military leaders friendly to U.S. 
interests...the U.S. itself introduced the 
nuclear threat to the peninsula when it 
threatened to use nuclear weapons during the 
Korean War. Every time the U.S. and North 
Korea meet, the talks quickly degenerate into 
discussions of North Korea’s nuclear program. 


North Korea had a working nuclear research 
reactor in 1987, but had signed the Non- 
Proliferation Treaty in 1985. By 1993 all 
nuclear weapons facilities, including a weapons- 
grade plutonium reprocessing plant, were 
shut down in North Korea. For years 
Pyongyang has used the status of its nuclear 
program to draw the U.S. into negotiations 
over normalization of relations. North Korea 
has been consistently seeking to negotiate a 
peace treaty to end the standoff that began 
with the Korean War. It is the U.S. which 
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the current U.S. administration has 
purposefully provoked and maligned North 
Korea with the intent of thwarting 
reunification so the U.S. won’t have to face an 
East Asian arms race between a nuclearized 
Korea, China and potentially, Japan. North 
Korea, in return, wishes to “normalize 
relations” with the U.S. and thus participate 
fully in global capitalist exploitation. 

This article covers some background 
information on the recent history and current 
situation with U.S./North Korea relations. 

As U.S. military confrontation in Iraq de- 
escalates, the war-mongering Bush 
Administration now has the time and resources 
to attack other regions. North Korea, along 
with Iran and prewar Iraq, was named by Bush 
as part of an “axis of evil” and may be next on 
the list. Bush has said that he “loathes Kim 
Jong II”, the North Korean President. Bush 
asserts that North Korea does not do enough 
to fight terrorism and continues to sell 
ballistic missile technology to countries 
designated by the U.S. as states sponsoring 
terrorism. North Korea, reacting to these 
verbal attacks along with Bush’s doctrine of 
preemptive strikes, has been threatened with 
a possible war with the U.S.. North Korea has 
restarted its nuclear weapons manufacturing 
projects and is using them as a bargaining tool 
while trying to negotiate a peace treaty. 

On April 23, the U.S., China, and North 
Korea met in Beijing to discuss North Korea’s 
nuclear weapons, U.S. economic sanctions on 
North Korea, and possible resolutions to the 
stressed North Korean/U.S. relations. North 
Korea is requesting normalized economic 
exchanges and diplomatic relations with 
Washington as well as a promise they will not 
be attacked. The U.S. refuses to negotiate 
until North Korea dismantles its nuclear 
facilities and allows verification of their 
weapons manufacturing. 

Pyongyang (the North Korean capital) is 
understandably wary of this demand 
considering the U.S. hostile policy towards 
North Korea and believes verification—the 
hunt for weapons of mass destruction-in Iraq 
was a pretext to start the war. Indeed, U.N. 
reports on their findings of weapons 
manufacturing in Iraq went straight back to 


along the border between North and South 
Korea. The Pentagon has drafted and recently 
modified plans for strikes to take out North 
Koreas key nuclear production sites which are 
located in the Yongbyon region. An attack on 
Pyongyang’s nuclear facilities could spread 
lethal radiation over China, Japan, South 
Korea, and Russia. In December, the U.S. 
began circulating proposals for a policy of 
“tailed containment" under which U.S. naval 


“they’re back to the old blackmail game”. 

It serves U.S. interests to have a hostile 
North Korean regime, to justify military 
spending and military activities in the region. 
The U.S. Department of Defense stated in 
1993 that the U.S. needed an army capable of 
fighting two regional conflicts against mid¬ 
sized third world countries with large modern 
armies. The greatest danger cited was 
simultaneous military actions by Iraq and 
North Korea. North Korea is a highly 


oominani roie in iraae. 

The history of stressed U.S.-Korean 
relations began after the Second World War 
when the U.S. arrived on the peninsula to 
accept the surrender of Japanese troops. The 
commander of U.S. forces informed his 
officers that Korea was “an enemy of the 
United States” and should be treated as such 
because they opposed U.S. dominance. The 
U.S. is primarily responsible for the division of 
Korea, has oppressed popular movements for 
a unified democratic Korea, encouraged 
Japanese hegemony, instituted unpopular 
military leaders friendly to U.S. 
interests...the U.S. itself introduced the 
nuclear threat to the peninsula when it 
threatened to use nuclear weapons during the 
Korean War. Every time the U.S. and North 
Korea meet, the talks quickly degenerate into 
discussions of North Korea’s nuclear program. 

North Korea had a working nuclear research 
reactor in 1987, but had signed the Non- 
Proliferation Treaty in 1985. By 1993 all 
nuclear weapons facilities, including a weapons- 
grade plutonium reprocessing plant, were 
shut down in North Korea. For years 
Pyongyang has used the status of its nuclear 
program to draw the U.S. into negotiations 
over normalization of relations. North Korea 
has been consistently seeking to negotiate a 
peace treaty to end the standoff that began 
with the Korean War. It is the U.S. which 
refuses to end the hostile relations. 

THE SOUTH KOREAN PERSPECTIVE 

The U.S. is standing in the way of 
reunification movements in Korea. Former 
South Korean President Kim Dae Jung 
instituted a “sunshine policy” towards North 
Korea to encourage cooperation between the 
countries. Present South Korean President 
Roh Moo-Hyun, a former human rights lawyer, 
is continuing this policy, which Washington is 
unhappy about. Anti-U.S. sentiment in South 
Korea is strong after U.S. support for 
military dictators and presence in the region. 
In June 2002, two U.S. soldiers accidentally 
killed two South Korean schoolgirls when they 
ran them over with their vehicle. Tens of 
thousands showed up in Seoul to protest 
against the acquittal of the soldiers in U.S. 
military court and demand an end to U.S. 
military presence on the peninsula. 
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The Argentina Autonomista Project (AAP) 
and the Inter-American Center for the Arts, 
Sustainability, and Action (CASA) will again 
work with a vast array of social organizations 
in Buenos Aires,. Argentina, such as the 
Coordinadora Anibal Veron, unemployed 
workers, the popular neighborhood assemblies, 
community artists, and radical University of 


struggling to create space for the masses of 
poor and unemployed left by the recession, 
continuous austerity and structural 
adjustment programs, privatizations, and 
inept governments. 

Over the last year an incredible wave of 
social protest and action has engulfed 
Argentina. In the midst of a severe economic 


crisis there have been massive street 
protests, over eighty factory take-overs, more 
than three hundred coordinated 
microenterprise cooperatives organized by 
unemployed women and men, countless 
neighborhood associations formed, and many 
other autonomous popular initiatives. Yet, 
little is heard about this in the United States 
or in Europe. 

The purpose of the Argentina autonomista 
project is to bring news about events in 
Argentina to North America through people- 
to-people exchanges and the internet (web and 
email) and to facilitate non-hierarchical 
communication within Argentina, especially 
among groups with a minimum of resources. 

In the past, the AAP coordinator, Graciela 
Monteagudo, has helped organize a number of 
street theater actions with local groups in 
Argentina and in the U.S. covering both global 
and local social justice issues. Recently, the the 
AAP coordinated a delegation of two 
community artists and organizers to Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, where they collaborated with 
the Coordinadora Anibal Veron, unemployed 
workers, neighborhood assemblies, community 
artists, FEAS, autonomous feminists, and 
radical university faculty and students. Over 
the course of three weeks the artists lived 


with these communities and participated in the 
organization of an interactive artistic and 
cultural gathering of 5,000 people in demand 
for human rights in Argentina. 

Working alongside with these communities 
as a member of this delegation, volunteers can 
have the opportunity to provide a meaningful 
service to the microenterprise coops by 
working in their bakeries, organic gardens and 
cheap art stores. Also, opportunities are 
available to participate in direct democracy 
processes of decision and action while 
practicing the Spanish language and being a 
delegate for social change. These 
opportunities are self-funded, so 
participating individuals will be responsible 
for their own food, transport and lodging. 

For information or contributions contact: 

Graciela Monteagudo 
188 Barre St. 

Montpelier, VT 05602 

Graciela can be reached via her cell phone in 
Buenos Aires at 011-54-9-11-4156-5847 or 
when she's in the US, via her home phone at 
(802) 223-8445 or her cell phone at (802) 
272-5606. 















2003 SOWER. 


Cascadia Summer • Oregon, N. 
California, and S. Washington 

June - August 

Come to Cascadia to protect endangered 
forests. In the last year, eco-activists have 
seen a rapid increase in the level of forest 
destruction on public lands, the erosion of 
hard-fought legal protections (as inadequate 
as they were, they were better than nothing), 
and a rise in the amount of government 
repression on groups fighting for social and 
environmental justice. The Cascadia Summer 
campaign is made up of a diverse group of local 
conservationists fighting to protect forests, 
streams, and wildlife. We recognize and value 
strength in diversity of tactics. During 
Cascadia Summer, activists will be engaging in 
a wide range of tactics from civil disobedience, 
tree-sits, public outreach in urban and rural 
areas, lawsuits, political pressure, and popular 
education. Trainings in direct action, non¬ 
violence, blockading, legal issues, and much 
more will be provided. Come out and join us this 
summer for a few days, a week, or three 
months to protect Native Forests, Old Growth 
trees, Salmon, Owls, and Rivers. Contact 
Cascadia Summer, 1540 SE Clinton St, 
Portland, OR 97202 
www.cascadiasummer.org 

FTAA Miami, Anti-Capitalist 
Consulta • Louisville, KY 

June 7-8, 2003 

Attend the anti-capitalist consulta to organize 
resistance to the Free Trade Area of the 
Americas treaty. This planning meeting will 
begin preparations for actions against the 
FTAA ministerial meeting being held in Miami, 
Florida from November 20-22. Help build a 
broad based, diverse anti-capitalist response 


TOUR. 

Massasauga Earth First! Action 
Camp • Michigan 

June 13-15 

A weekend of skill sharing, workshops, and 
strategy session. Contact POB 44173, 
Detroit, Ml 48212 313-410-4155; 

massasauagaef@yahoo.com 

Allied Media Conference • Bowling 
Green, Ohio 

June 13-15 

Conference for creators and supporters of 
independent press, radio, music, TV, web, 
movies, etc. Contact AMC, PO Box 1225, 
Bowling Green, Ohio 43402 (419) 494-6850; 
www.alliedmediaprojects.org. 

Eastern Forest Defense Camp • 
Southeast Ohio 

June 16-23 

Training camp with direct action workshops. 
www.athenscommons.org/actioncamp 

Disrupt the EU Summit • Thessaloniki, 
Greece 

June 20-21 

The European Union leaders will meet in order 
to impose new anti-popular measures, to follow 
up previous reactionary decisions. People 
from all over will be on hand to disrupt the 
summit. 

Biodevastation Conference • 
Washington, DC 

June 20-22 

Gathering to protest to the annual convention 
of the Biotechnology Industry Organization. 
Contact larcher@foe.org 

Stop the World Trade Oraanization 


ACTION 


public education forums etc. Contact 916- 
497-1111 www.sacmobilization.org 

BikeSummer 2003 • New York City 

June 27 - July 26 

BikeSummer — an annual tradition — is a 
month-long festival celebrating the bicycle 
with educational rides, street theater, classes, 
art workshops, eco tours, advocacy 
discussions, music, films, and more. New York 
City not only boasts one of the best mass 
transportation systems in the world, but also 
one of the greatest urban cycling experiences. 
P.O. Box 249, NY, NY 10002, 212-330-7083 
www.bikesummer.org 

North American Rainbow Gathering 

July 1-7 

This year to be in the Great Basin states 
(Utah, Nevada, California). No definite 

location as of press time — go ask a hippie on 
the street for directions. 
www.welcomehome.org 

Green Anarchist gathering • 
Pennsylvania 

July 10-13 

Gathering with discussion and wilderness skills 
training. Contact Black & Green, POB 835, 
Greensburg, PA 15601; 
www.blackandgreen.org 

Shut down the WTO Ministerial • 
Cancun, Mexico 

September 10-15 

Join thousands of people in shutting down the 
WTO’s Fifth Ministerial Summit in Cancun. 
They is also a call for an International Day of 
Action with local actions to disrupt commerce 
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Disrupt the FTAA Miami Ministerial 
Summit*Miami Florida 

November 17-21 

Join thousands of people around the world and 
from throughout North and South America in 
shutting down the Free Trade Area of the 
Americas ministerial meeting in downtown 
Miami. There may be a Day of Action on 
November 19 and teach-ins, seminars, reality 
tours, concerts, forums, rallies and marches all 
week long. 202 778-3320, 510 663-0888, 
www.ftaamiami.org. 























and a rise in the amount of government 
repression on groups fighting for social and 
environmental justice. The Cascadia Summer 
campaign is made up of a diverse group of local 
conservationists fighting to protect forests, 
streams, and wildlife. We recognize and value 
strength in diversity of tactics. During 
Cascadia Summer, activists will be engaging in 
a wide range of tactics from civil disobedience, 
tree-sits, public outreach in urban and rural 
areas, lawsuits, political pressure, and popular 
education. Trainings in direct action, non¬ 
violence, blockading, legal issues, and much 
more will be provided. Come out and join us this 
summer for a few days, a week, or three 
months to protect Native Forests, Old Growth 
trees, Salmon, Owls, and Rivers. Contact 
Cascadia Summer, 1540 SE Clinton St, 
Portland, OR 97202 

www.cascadiasummer.org 

FTAA Miami, Anti-Capitalist 
Consulta • Louisville, KY 

June 7-8, 2003 

Attend the anti-capitalist consulta to organize 
resistance to the Free Trade Area of the 
Americas treaty. This planning meeting will 
begin preparations for actions against the 
FTAA ministerial meeting being held in Miami, 
Florida from November 20-22. Help build a 
broad based, diverse anti-capitalist response 
to the ministerial. Within the framework of 
creative militant action we hope to create new 
models of resistance that strengthen and 
revitalize our anti-capitalist/anti-authoritarian 
community. Affinity groups, student groups, 
community organizations, radical labor 
organizations, collectives and all others 
opposed to capitalism and the FTAA are 
invited. Please pre-register: 
ftaaconsulta@yahoo.com 


Green, Ohio 

June 13-15 

Conference for creators and supporters of 
independent press, radio, music, TV, web, 
movies, etc. Contact AMC, PO Box 1225, 
Bowling Green, Ohio 43402 (419) 494-6850; 
www.alliedmediaprojects.org. 

Eastern Forest Defense Camp • 
Southeast Ohio 

June 16-23 

Training camp with direct action workshops. 
www.athenscommons.org/actioncamp 

Disrupt the EU Summit • Thessaloniki, 
Greece 

June 20-21 

The European Union leaders will meet in order 
to impose new anti-popular measures, to follow 
up previous reactionary decisions. People 
from all over will be on hand to disrupt the 
summit. 

Biodevastation Conference • 
Washington, DC 

June 20-22 

Gathering to protest to the annual convention 
of the Biotechnology Industry Organization. 
Contact larcher@foe.org 

Stop the World Trade Organization 
Summit of Ministers of Trade, 
Agriculture, and Environment • 
Sacramento, Calif. 

June 23-25, 2003 

Stop the WTO and the United States' effort 
to force genetically engineered food and 
corporate factory farming on the rest of the 
world. Mass actions ranging from militant 
^irect^ctior^^egal^rotests^treenneatre^ 
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City not only boasts one of the best mass 
transportation systems in the world, but also 
one of the greatest urban cycling experiences. 
P.O. Box 249, NY, NY 10002, 212-330-7083 
www.bikesummer.org 

North American Rainbow Gathering 

July 1 - 7 

This year to be in the Great Basin states 
(Utah, Nevada, California). No definite 

location as of press time — go ask a hippie on 
the street for directions. 
www.welcomehome.org 

Green Anarchist gathering • 
Pennsylvania 

July 10-13 

Gathering with discussion and wilderness skills 
training. Contact Black & Green, POB 835, 
Greensburg, PA 15601; 
www.blackandgreen.org 

Shut down the WTO Ministerial • 
Cancun, Mexico 

September 10-15 

Join thousands of people in shutting down the 
WTO’s Fifth Ministerial Summit in Cancun. 
They is also a call for an International Day of 
Action with local actions to disrupt commerce 
around the globe. 

2nd Toronto Anarchist Bookfair 2003 

October 25-26 

Check out the bookfair, with workshops the 
next day. 519 Church Street Community 
Centre, in downtown Toronto. Requests for 
tables at the bookfair and proposals for 
workshops should be sent in writing to 
tab2003@ziplip.com by August 1. 
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Disrupt the FTAA Miami Ministerial 
Summit*Miami Florida 

November 17-21 

Join thousands of people around the world and 
from throughout North and South America in 
shutting down the Free Trade Area of the 
Americas ministerial meeting in downtown 
Miami. There may be a Day of Action on 
November 19 and teach-ins, seminars, reality 
tours, concerts, forums, rallies and marches all 
week long. 202 778-3320, 510 663-0888, 
www.ftaamiami.org. 
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The Break the Chains conference will be held 
Aug.8-10 at Univ. of Oregon in Eugene. It is 
dedicated to fighting repression, supporting 
prisoners, and eliminating prisons altogether. 
3y providing anti-prison education, building on 
existing prisoner support efforts, learning 
from veteran prison activists, and initiating 
new campaigns against the prison industrial 
complex, this conference is intended to initiate 
a new era of heightened prisoner support and 
anti-prison activism. 

Perhaps no other single issue so convincingly 
illustrates the struggle for total liberation, as 
does the prison industrial complex. Resisting 
jrisons is resisting state repression and 
blatant social control; it is resisting the most 
terrifying examples of racism, sexism, and 
homophobia, the criminalization of the poor and 
capitalist exploitation of labor. For this 
reason, the Break the Chains conference hopes 
to exemplify the need for continued and 
heightened prisoner support with our ultimate 
aoal hfiinn orison abolition. Prison abolition is a 
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ftaaconsulta @ yahoo.com 
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June 23-25, 2003 

Stop the WTO and the United States’ effort 
to force genetically engineered food and 
corporate factory farming on the rest of the 
world. Mass actions ranging from militant 
direct action to legal protests, street theatre, 
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fNE easy steps 

Seed Balls for sowing life in abandoned places 


1 part dry seed mix: 100 different kinds of 
seeds... choose carefully if you are sowing them 
anywhere even slightly wild; you don't want to 
introduce anything that will upset the natural 
ecosystem. However. I say if you're in a big city, 
anything goes! Mix up all of the most tenacious 
edibles you can find and pray for cracks in the 
concrete as the burdock comes busting through!! 

3 parts dry, living compost: Use biodynamic com¬ 
post if possible. NOT store bought or anything 
that has been sterilized. The soil fauna must be 
present. 

Mix together the seeds and the compost until its 
all blended up, then add... 

5 parts powdered RED clay: this can be dug when 
the streams are low, or bought from a local pot¬ 
ter.. it must be red clay, which is rich in all 
the essential nutrients. The more local the 
source, the better. Mix everything together with 
your hands until its all a fine powder... the 
smell will intoxicate you with visions of abun¬ 
dance ... 

Add 2 parts water, a little at a time until the 
whole mixture is the consistency of cookie dough. 
Mix it with your fingers and knead into a ball 
Now you're ready to start rolling the balls... 1/2 
in diameter is the recommended size; each 
ball will contain 10-50 seeds. 

Toss t hw " on a tarp and let dry at least 24 hours 
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Aug.8-10 at umv. ot Oregon in tugene. it is 
dedicated to fighting repression, supporting 
prisoners, and eliminating prisons altogether. 
By providing anti-prison education, building on 
existing prisoner support efforts, learning 
from veteran prison activists, and initiating 
new campaigns against the prison industrial 
complex, this conference is intended to initiate 
a new era of heightened prisoner support and 
anti-prison activism. 

Perhaps no other single issue so convincingly 
illustrates the struggle for total liberation, as 
does the prison industrial complex. Resisting 
prisons is resisting state repression and 
blatant social control; it is resisting the most 
terrifying examples of racism, sexism, and 
homophobia, the criminalization of the poor and 
capitalist exploitation of labor. For this 
reason, the Break the Chains conference hopes 
to exemplify the need for continued and 
heightened prisoner support with our ultimate 
goal being prison abolition. Prison abolition is a 
political vision that seeks to eliminate the need 
for prisons and acknowledges the devastating 
effect that prisons have on poor and 
marginalized communities. 

Wide ranges of folks have agreed to attend 
and share their knowledge, including former 
prisoners. Organizations attending include 
Free Mumia Coalition, Prison Legal News, and 
Out of Control Lesbian Committee to Support 
Women in Prison. There will be people working 
with prisoners that are HIV/AIDS infected 
and Black Panther and American Indian 
Movement elders, as well as a participant in the 
Attica rebellion of the 70’s. 

Any movement that does not support its 
political internees is a movement destined to 
'fail. When power is challenged, it inevitably 
turns to violent repression and imprisonment 
to maintain itself. In order to avoid defeat, 
movements must become organized and 
capable of combating the repression of the 
state apparatus, and they must be able to 
support their comrades and allies in the event 
that they are arrested or imprisoned. Few 
would commit themselves to a movement that 
would leave them behind prison walls, or a 
movement that is incapable of sustaining itself 
in the face of state intimidation. Contact info 

I at P.O. Box 11331, Eugene Oregon 97440 or 
www.breakthechain.net 
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Continuado de pagina 9 

sociales. En particular, han sido 
desacreditados los medios de comunicacion,' 
que normalmente sirven para promover la 
estabilidad politica, social y la hegemonia. 

Para millones de personas en Estados 
Unidos el gobierno estadounidense ya no es 
"su" gobierno, sino una fuerza hostil y 
represiva que las pone en peligro. Para la 
mayor parte de la gente en el mundo, se ha 
vuelto claro que la mayor amenaza a la paz y la 
libertad, es el gobierno estadounidense y su 
actuation como poder unico, que no es 
cuestionado, que no rinde cuentas a nadie y que 
esta nuclearmente armado. 

Somos Ciudadanos de la Tierra 

iQue acciones puede tomar la gente para 
usar este periodo inmediato posterior a la 
guerra contra la intention de Bush de forjar un 
imperio americano? 

Ha sido de gran inspiration ver la 
creatividad y el valor de la gente de Irak al 
resistir la ocupacion de las fueras 
estadounidenses. Bush justified la invasion 
como un esfuerzo para llevar "libertad" y 
liberation a Irak. Pero en los primeros cinco 
dias despues de que las tropas 
estadounidenses aplastaron la resistencia 
militar, miles de iraquies comenzaron a marchar 
pacificamente en las calles, con pancartas 
escritas en ingles exigiendo "Yanquis, go 
home". 

El movimiento iraqui contra la ocupacion no 


humanos en regimenes que instala en paises que 
ha "liberado". Son comunes las condiciones 
represivas en los paises apoyados por Estados 
Unidos. Muchos de los paises que sirvieron de 
base militar para la guerra contra Irak, tienen 
un nefasto historial de dictaduras, tortura y 
represion. Asi, la movilizacion contra el apoyo 
estadounidense a las violaciones de los 
derechos humanos, puede dar al movimiento de 
oposicion en Estados Unidos, oportunidades 
para criticar el apremio hacia un imperio 
estadounidense mayor. 

Antes de la guerra un eslogan popular fue 
"no blood for oil" (“no sangre por petroleo"). 
Ha sido sorprendente la rapidez y obviedad 
con que la ocupacion estadounidense ha puesto 
en claro que el principal objetivo de.la guerra 
fue el control del petroleo. Al momento en que 
publicamos este articulo, la ONU esta lista 
para conceder a la ocupacion estadounidense el 
control directo del dinero generado por las 
ventas de petroleo iraqui. El dinero sera, 
supuestamente, usado para ayuda humanitaria 
y para la reconstruccion de Irak. 

La realidad es que la reconstruccion sera 
llevada a cabo por corporaciones gigantes 
estadounidenses con vinculos cercanos a la 
administration de Bush. A Bechtel se le 
concedio sin licitacion, un contrato de 680 
millones de dolares para reconstruir Irak, solo 
unos cuantos dias despues de que termino la 
lucha. La compania Halliburton, que pertenecio 
en el pasado al vicepresidente Cheney, recibio 
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have a better chance of discrediting military 
solutions after thq war than it did preventing 
the war. 

The anti-war struggle has radicalized 
portions of an entire generation. People who 
have been through the experience of 
optimistically marching and rallying — only to 
be dismissed and attacked — have become 
critical towards many social institutions. In 
particular the media, which normally serves to 
promote political and social stability and 
hegemony, has been discredited. 

For millions of people in the US, the United 
States government is no longer “their” 
government — it is a hostile, repressive force 
that endangers them. For most people around 
the world, it has become clear that the 
greatest threat to peace and freedom is the 
US government operating as an unchallenged, 
unaccountable, nuclear-armed mono-power. 

We are Citizens of the Earth 

What tangible actions can people take to use 
the aftermath of the war against Bush’s drive 
to forge an American empire? 

It has been inspiring to see the creativity 
and courage of the Iraq people’s resistance to 
Iraq’s occupation by US forces. Bush touted 
the invasion as an effort to bring “freedom” 
and liberation to Iraq. But within just a few 
days after US troops crushed military 
resistance, thousands of Iraqis began 


surprisingly, this involves merely recycling the 
old regime. Police and other officials under 
the former “evil” Baathist regime have now 
been rehired to be police and officials for the 
new “free” regime. 

The difference is that now the leaders are 
American generals and Iraqi puppets of the 
Americans. Ordinary Iraqis are nervous to see 
their former oppressors re-armed, but Bush’s 
version of “freedom” doesn’t have much to do 
with the lives of ordinary people. As usual, the 
American rulers’ idea of “freedom” is freedom 
for American corporations to do business in 
Iraq. None of this is a surprise — western 
imperialism has always used local elites to 
control the local population. 

Saddam’s regime was brutal, using summary 
execution, torture and a whole host of police 
state tactics. Unfortunately, the US commonly 
tolerates or promotes human rights violations 
in regimes it installs in countries it has 
“liberated.” Repressive conditions are 
common in countries supported by the US. 
Many of the countries that provided bases for 
the war against Iraq have horrible records of 
dictatorship, torture and repression. 
Agitating against US support for human 
rights violations can provide the American 
opposition opportunities to criticize the rush 
towards a larger US empire. 

Before the war, a popular slogan was “no 
blood for oil.” It has been astonishing how 
quickly and boldly the American occupiers have 
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mayor parte de la gente en el mundo, se ha 
vuelto claro que la mayor amenaza a la paz y la 
libertad, es el gobierno estadounidense y su 
actuation como poder unico, que no es 
cuestionado, que no rinde cuentas a nadie y que 
esta nuclearmente armado. 

Somos Ciudadanos de la Tierra 

iQue acciones puede tomar la gente para 
usar este periodo inmediato posterior a la 
guerra contra la intention de Bush de forjar un 
imperio americano? 

Ha sido de gran inspiration ver la 
creatividad y el valor de la gente de Irak al 
resistir la ocupacion de las fueras 
estadounidenses. Bush justified la invasion 
como un esfuerzo para llevar "libertad” y 
liberation a Irak. Pero en los primeros cinco 
dias despues de que las tropas 
estadounidenses aplastaron la resistencia 
militar, miles de iraquies comenzaron a marchar 
pacificamente en las calles, con pancartas 
escritas en ingles exigiendo "Yanquis, go 
home". 

El movimiento iraqui contra la ocupacion no 
ha sido, en general, un movimiento pro-Saddam. 
Los participantes estan contentos de no tener 
dictadura, pero no quieren reemplazada con un 
estado clientelista pro-estadounidense. Aqui 
en Estados Unidos los activistas en contra de 
la guerra debemos hacer lo posible para apoyar 
la resistencia a la ocupacion en Irak. Los 
soldados estadounidenses han disparado en 
manifestaciones pacificas y asesinado a 
docenas de civiles. El movimiento anti- 
imperialista estadounidense debe asegurarse 
de que la sangre derramada en Irak, es la de 
nuestras hermanas y hermanos, por la cual el 
regimen militar estadounidense debera rendir 
cuentas. 

Podemos solidarizarnos con el pueblo iraqui 
—mientras avanzamos en nuestras metas 
domesticas— ayudando a mantener las noticias 
sobre la resistencia iraqui en los encabezados 
de los medios. Los medios de comunicacion 
estadounidenses, despues de una cobertura 
inicial sobre las manifestaciones anti- 
estadounidenses en Irak, practicamente han 
callado sobre el tema.iEsto signifies que han 
parado las protestas en Irak? Es muy poco 
probable. Tal vez sea hora de enviar medios de 
comunicacion independientes y observadores 
civiles a Irak. 

Mientras este articulo esta siendo escrito, la 
ocupacion estadounidense esta organizando un 
regimen "nuevo" para controlar Irak. No es una 


oposicion en Estados Unidos, oportumdades 
para criticar el apremio hacia un imperio 
estadounidense mayor. 

Antes de la guerra un eslogan popular fue 
"no blood for oil" (“no sangre por petroleo"). 
Ha sido sorprendente la rapidez y obviedad 
con que la ocupacion estadounidense ha puesto 
en claro que el principal objetivo de .la guerra 
fue el control del petroleo. Al momento en que 
publicamos este articulo, la ONU esta lista 
para conceder a la ocupacion estadounidense el 
control directo del dinero generado por las 
ventas de petroleo iraqui. El dinero sera, 
supuestamente, usado para ayuda humanitaria 
y para la reconstruccion de Irak. 

La realidad es que la reconstruccion sera 
llevada a cabo por corporaciones gigantes 
estadounidenses con vinculos cercanos a la 
administration de Bush. A Bechtel se le 
concedio sin licitacion, un contrato de 680 
millones de dolares para reconstruir Irak, solo 
unos cuantos dias despues de que termino la 
lucha. La compania Halliburton, que pertenecio 
en el pasado al vicepresidente Cheney, recibio 
discretamente un contrato para la 
reconstruccion, que podria llegar a montar 
hasta 7mil millones de dolares, pero que por el 
momento "solo" tiene un monto de 500 millones. 



La prisa para comenzar la guerra, tiene mas 
sentido cuando nos damos cuenta de que los 
asesores cercanos a Bush y sus aliados, 
esperan recibir millones de dolares por el 
petroleo iraqui despues de la guerra. Es crucial 
que el movimiento radical estadounidense 
difunda estas conexiones despuds de la guerra. 

Las contradicciones, mentiras y violencia que 
mencionamos anteriormente, son solo unos 
cuantos de los resultados de la guerra contra 
Irak. Ahora es el momento para que los 
activistas estadounidenses luchemos para 
ganar una guerra politica y aprovechemos la 
inestabilidad politica inmediata posterior de la 
guerra, par promover una vision alternativa 
para el futuro. Necesitamos trabajar a partir 
de la movilizacion en contra de la guerra y 
expandir la base de gente opuesta al imperio 
munidal militar estadounidense. Parte de lo que 
se necesita hacer es prevenir guerras 
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critical towards many social institutions. In 
particular the media, which normally serves to 
promote political and social stability and 
hegemony, has been discredited. 

For millions of people in the US, the United 
States government is no longer “their” 
government — it is a hostile, repressive force 
that endangers them. For most people around 
the world, it has become clear that the 
greatest threat to peace and freedom is the 
US government operating as an unchallenged, 
unaccountable, nuclear-armed mono-power. 

We are Citizens of the Earth 

What tangible actions can people take to use 
the aftermath of the war against Bush’s drive 
to forge an American empire? 

It has been inspiring to see the creativity 
and courage of the Iraq people’s resistance to 
Iraq’s occupation by US forces. Bush touted 
the invasion as an effort to bring “freedom” 
and liberation to Iraq. But within just a few 
days after US troops crushed military 
resistance, thousands of Iraqis began 



peacefully marching in the streets — with 
English language banners — demanding 
“Yankee Go Home.” 

The Iraqi anti-occupation movement has 
generally not been pro-Saddam. Participants 
are happy to be rid of a dictatorship, but 
don’t want to see it replaced by an 
authoritarian American client state. Here in 
the United States, anti-war activists should 
do everything we can to support Iraqi 
resistance to the occupation. American 
soldiers have been shooting into peaceful 
crowds, killing dozens of civilian 
demonstrators. The American anti-imperialist 
movement should make clear that the blood 
shed in Iraq is our brothers’ and sisters’ blood, 
and we will hold the US military regime 
accountable. 

We can have solidarity with the Iraqis — 
while advancing our own domestic goals — by 
keeping news of Iraqi resistance in the 
headlines. The US media, after initial 


version of “freedom" doesn t have much to do 
with the lives of ordinary people. As usual, the 
American rulers’ idea of “freedom” is freedom 
for American corporations to do business in 
Iraq. None of this is a surprise — western 
imperialism has always used local elites to 
control the local population. 

Saddam’s regime was brutal, using summary 
execution, torture and a whole host of police 
state tactics. Unfortunately, the US commonly 
tolerates or promotes human rights violations 
in regimes it installs in countries it has 
“liberated.” Repressive conditions are 
common in countries supported by the US. 
Many of the countries that provided bases for 
the war against Iraq have horrible records of 
dictatorship, torture and repression. 
Agitating against US support for human 
rights violations can provide the American 
opposition opportunities to criticize the rush 
towards a larger US empire. 

Before the war, a popular slogan was “no 
blood for oil.” It has been astonishing how 
quickly and boldly the American occupiers have 
made clear that dominance over oil was a 
primary goal of the war. As we go to press, 
the UN is poised to give the American 
occupiers direct control over the money 
generated by Iraqi oil sales. The money will 
supposedly be used for humanitarian aid and 
rebuilding Iraq. 

The reality is that reconstruction will be 
carried out by huge American corporations 
with close ties to the Bush Administration. 
Bechtel was awarded — without competitive 
bidding — a $680 million contract for 
rebuilding only days after the fighting 
stopped. Vice-president Cheney’s old 
company Halliburton quietly obtained a 
contract that could be worth up to $7 billion 
(but may now “only” amount to $500 million) 
for rebuilding. The rush to war makes a bit 
more sense when one realizes that Bush’s close 
advisors and allies stand to make millions of 
dollars off Iraqi oil in the aftermath of the 
war. It is crucial that American radicals 
publicize these connections in the aftermath of 
the war. 

The contradictions, lies and brutality 
pointed out above are just a few of the results 
of the war against Iraq. Now is the time for 
US activists to struggle to win the political 
war, and seize on the political instability in the 
aftermath of the war to promote an 
alternative vision for the future. We need to 
build on the anti-war mobilization and expand 






estado clientelista pro-estadoumdense. Aqui 
en Estados Unidos los activistas en contra de 
la guerra debemos hacer lo posible para apoyar 
la resistencia a la ocupacion en Irak. Los 
soldados estadounidenses han disparado en 
manifestaciones pacificas y asesinado a 
docenas de civiles. El movimiento anti- 
imperialista estadounidense debe asegurarse 
de que la sangre derramada en Irak, es la de 
nuestras hermanas y hermanos, por la cual el 
regimen militar estadounidense debera rendir 
cuentas. 

Podemos solidarizarnos con el pueblo iraquf 
—mientras avanzamos en nuestras metas 
domesticas— ayudando a mantener las noticias 
sobre la resistencia iraqui en los encabezados 
de los medios. Los medios de comunicacion 
estadounidenses, despues de una cobertura 
inicial sobre las manifestaciones anti- 
estadounidenses en Irak, practicamente han 
callado sobre el tema.iEsto signifies que han 
parado las protestas en Irak? Es muy poco 
probable. Tal vez sea hora de enviar medios de 
comunicacion independientes y observadores 
civiles a Irak. 

Mientras este articulo esta siendo escrito, la 
ocupacion estadounidense esta organizando un 
regimen "nuevo" para controlar Irak. No es una 
gran sorpresa que esten solamente recilando el 
sistema anterior. La policia y otros oficiales 
bajo el regimen Baathista "malevolo" ahora han 
sido recontratados para ser la policia y 
oficiales del nuevo regimen "libre". 

La diferencia es que ahora los lideres son 
generates estadounidenses y los iraquies son 
titeres de aquellos. El pueblo iraquf esta 
preocupado por ver a sus anteriores 
opresores, nuevamente armados. Pero la 
version de "libertad" de Bush no tiene mucho 
que ver con las vidas de la gente comun y 
corriente. Como siempre, la definition de 
"libertad" segun los gobernantes 
estadounidenses, es la libertad de las 
corporaciones para hacer sus negocios en Irak. 
Nada de esto es una sorpresa: el imperialismo 
occidental siempre ha usado a las elites locates 
para controlar las poblaciones. 

El regimen de Saddam fue brutal, utilizaba 
ejecuciones sumarias, tortura y una gran 
variedad de tacticas de la policia estatal. 
Desafortunadamente Estados Unidos tolera o 
promueve las violaciones de los derechos 



La prisa para comenzar la guerra, tiene mas 
sentido cuando nos damos cuenta de que los 
asesores cercanos a Bush y sus aliados, 
esperan recibir millones de dolares por el 
petroleo iraquf despues de la guerra. Es crucial 
que el movimiento radical estadounidense 
difunda estas conexiones despues de ia guerra. 

Las contradicciones, mentiras y violencia que 
mencionamos anteriormente, son solo unos 
cuantos de los resultados de la guerra contra 
Irak. Ahora es el momento para que los 
activistas estadounidenses luchemos para 
ganar una guerra polftica y aprovechemos la 
inestabilidad polftica inmediata posterior de la 
guerra, par promover una vision alternativa 
para el futuro. Necesitamos trabajar a partir 
de la movilizacion en contra de la guerra y 
expandir la base de gente opuesta al imperio 
munidal militar estadounidense. Parte de lo que 
se necesita hacer es prevenir guerras 
contempladas en el futuro contra Siria, Iran, 
Corea del Norte, Sudan y Libia (asf como 
intervenciones en Las Filipinas, Indonesia, 
Colombia, Venezuela, etc.), pero esto no es 


todo. La oposicion estadounidense tiene que 
luchar por algo, no solamente en contra de 
todo. 

Asf como Seattle y el movimiento en contra 
de la globalizacion unieron a los ambientalistas 
y activistas laborales y de maquiladoras, la 
resistencia del movimiento posterior a la 
guerra, debe reunir las lecciones e ideas de los 
activistas contra la globalizacion con una 
internationalization nueva, basada en el 
movimiento contra la guerra. Hay 
oportunidades alentadoras para unir al 
movimiento de resistencia estadounidense con 
movimientos en todo el mundo que estan 
luchando para resistir la domination de 
Estados Unidos. Despues de la guerra contra 
Irak no hay tiempo para retirarse en el silencio, 
la apatfa y el derrotismo. Como Joe Hill dijo, 
"don't mourn, ORGANIZE! ("No guarden luto 
jOrganfcense!) 



peacefully marching in the streets — with 
English language banners — demanding 
‘Yankee Go Home.” 

The Iraqi anti-occupation movement has 
generally not been pro-Saddam. Participants 
are happy to be rid of a dictatorship, but 
don’t want to see it replaced by an 
authoritarian American client state. Here in 
the United States, anti-war activists should 
do everything we can to support Iraqi 
resistance to the occupation. American 
soldiers hgve been shooting into peaceful 
crowds, killing dozens of civilian 
demonstrators. The American anti-imperialist 
movement should make clear that the blood 
shed in Iraq is our brothers’ and sisters’ blood, 
and we will hold the US military regime 
accountable. 

We can have solidarity with the Iraqis — 
white advancing our own domestic goals — by 
keeping news of Iraqi resistance in the 
headlines. The US media, after initial 
reporting about anti-American protest in Iraq, 
has largely gone silent on this topic. Does this 
mean that protests have stopped in Iraq? It 
seems unlikely. Perhaps it’s time to get a few 
independent media sources and civilian 
observers to Iraq. 

As this article is being written, the 
American occupiers are quickly organizing a 
“new” regime to control Iraq. Not 
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generated by Iraqi oil sates. The money will 
supposedly be used for humanitarian aid and 
rebuilding Iraq. 

The reality is that reconstruction will be 
carried out by huge American corporations 
with close ties to the Bush Administration. 
Bechtel was awarded — without competitive 
bidding — a $680 million contract for 
rebuilding only days after the fighting 
stopped. Vice-president Cheney’s old 
company Halliburton quietly obtained a 
contract that could be worth up to $7 billion 
(but may now “only" amount to $500 million) 
for rebuilding. The rush to war makes a bit 
more sense when one realizes that Bush's close 
advisors and allies stand to make millions of 
dollars off Iraqi oil in the aftermath of the 
war. It is crucial that American radicals 
publicize these connections in the aftermath of 
the war. 

The contradictions, lies and brutality 
pointed out above are just a few of the results 
of the war against Iraq. Now is the time for 
US activists to struggle to win the political 
war, and seize on the political instability in the 
aftermath of the war to promote an 
alternative vision for the future. We need to 
build on the anti-war mobilization and expand 
the base of people opposed to a US global 
military empire. Preventing future 
contemplated wars against Syria, Iran, North 
Korea, Sudan, Libya (and interventions in the 
Philippines, Indonesia, Colombia, Venezuela, 
etc.) is part of the picture, but isn’t enough. 
The American opposition has to be for 
something, not just against everything. 

Just as Seattle and the globalization 
movement brought together environmentalists 
and labor / sweatshop activists, the resistance 
movement in the wake of the war must bring 
together the lessons and ideas of the anti¬ 
globalization activists with a new 
internationalism based on the anti-war 
movement. There are exciting opportunities to 
unite the US resistance movement with 
movements around the world who are 
struggling to resist US domination. 

In the wake of the war against Iraq, there is 
no time to retreat into silence, apathy and 
defeatism. Like Joe Hill said, don’t mourn — 
ORGANIZE!! 
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Target UUTO: Sacramento/Cancun 


Continued from page 1 


ordinary, everyday, secret war is claiming 
victims right now. 

Thousands of people will use a diversity of 
tactics to disrupt the WTO in Sacramento 
ranging from militant, mobile direct action to 
legal protests to street theater to educational 
events. Sacramento is flat with warm weather 
in June — perfect for mobile tactics, quick 
disguise changes, bike actions, disruptive 
public sex, etc. Get together with your 
friends now and figure out how to be part of 
the struggle. With creativity, spontaneity, 
courage and humor we’ll prevent the WTO 
from proceeding. 

OntoCancun 

Trade ministers from around the world will 
be in Cancun to conclude agreements on 
services (water, health care, and education); 
agriculture; and intellectual property among 
other topics. Each new agreement concluded 
by the WTO transfers more power over the 
work we do, the way we live, and what we know 
to multi-national corporations. Under the 
WTO, these corporations gain power to 
overturn any local laws regulating labor, health 
or environmental matters as “unfair barriers 
to trade.” Thus, the WTO brings us even 
farther from a world in which neither 
corporations nor governments control our 
lives. In the name of freedom and the survival 


of the earth, it’s vital to fight the growth of 
corporate power and the expansion of the 
WTO. 

The convention center where the Summit will 
be held is at the tip of a long strip of land 
boarded on one side by the ocean, and on the 
other by the Nichupte Lagoon. Two bridges 
connect this strip to the main land and 
downtown. Most of the workers who sen/e the 
tourist industry on the island live on the 
mainland, so the authorities will have to try to 
keep access to the island open during the 
meeting. But with only two bridges and 
perhaps tens of thousands of protesters, this 
could be difficult. 

There may also be attempts to block access 
from the airport to the island to prevent 
people from getting to the meeting site. 
Cancun’s airport is on the mainland — served 
by a single three-mile, two-lane highway thickly 
forested on either side. 

In Seattle, we had to surround a convention 
center that was accessible from every 
direction, requiring the subdivision of 
downtown Seattle by blockaders into 13 
sectors. In Cancun, the tactical issues may be 
much simpler. 

For Americans hoping to go to Cancun, one 
significant problem may be crossing the 
border. Although you can drive to Cancun 
from anywhere in the US in a few days or fly 


Winter Wonderland Of War 
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rational humans involved? How did they justify 
this war through the thin Hitlerian “big lie?” I 
wanted to talk to a pro-war person and learn. 

As the protest wound down in Jackson 
Square, and I drank a lot of coffee and sat far 
enough away to not hear the dull speakers, my 
prayer was answered. A man in his fifties 


action the day after the war started, I 
contemplated what makes the rest of the 
country different. Part of it is certainly the 
strong anti-war public opinion in the inner Bay 
Area. But what really struck me was how 
everyone hit the streets, artists, punx, and 
workers. Everyone just felt that it was time to 


relatively inexpensively since it’s a popular 
tourist destination, it’s likely that the police 
will stop people who appear to be on their way 
to the protest. 

Because corporate controlled free trade — 
and in particular the North American Free 

Trade Agreement — has been such a disaster 
for the average Mexican, resistance to the 
WTO meeting is expected to be strong in 
Mexico. Hundreds of Mexican individuals and 
organizations have been participating in 
planning the resistance to the Cancun meeting. 

Nonetheless, participation in the protests 
by people from the United States and outside 
Mexico is also important. The chances for 
brutal repression of demonstrations may be 
somewhat less if it would mean attacking large 
numbers of US citizens. 

Nurturing international solidarity against 
the WTO and in favor of a future controlled by 
people instead of corporations is crucial. 
When thousands of ordinary Mexicans and 
Americans march arm and arm against the 
power structure that exploits them, it will 
become clear that workers in the US and 
Mexico have everything to gain together, and 
everything to lose if they can be divided. 

The protests in Seattle were powerful not 
because the media correctly conveyed the 
complex economic and social arguments made 


such messages won’t get through the 
corporate media. Rather, highly visible 
resistance to the WTO and corporate control 
are crucial because they demonstrate to 
ordinary folks everywhere that everyone isn’t 
united around a corporate future, and there 
are still opportunities to struggle against the 
ruling order. 

Many people throughout the world are 
deeply dissatisfied with the life offered them 
by corporate control. People work 
meaningless, degrading jobs so that a tiny 
minority can get rich. The earth is being 
destroyed. The material abundance created 
by all the work and resource extraction is 
hollow — a million identical strip malls for the 
privileged western nations; a million identical 
slums and sweatshops in the third world. 
Existence is a vast prison without walls — the 
real decisions are out of ordinary people’s 
hands. 

When we create images of passion, rage and 
a refusal to accept the life corporations offer 
us, we’re building a powerful vision of hope for 
something different. Visible opposition is our 
best hope to break the isolation and 
resignation that corporate society uses to 
control the future. We don’t need to passively 
accept our fate — people can struggle and 
build something better. 


by the thousands in the streets — we know 
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Winter Wonderland Of War 


Continued from page 6 

rational humans involved? How did they justify 
this war through the thin Hitlerian “big lie?” I 
wanted to talk to a pro-war person and learn. 

As the protest wound down in Jackson 
Square, and I drank a lot of coffee and sat far 
enough away to not hear the dull speakers, my 
prayer was answered. A man in his fifties 
walked up to me and started debating me. At 
first it was just like the Tom Tomorrow 
cartoon. He’d bring up 9-11 or nuclear 
weapons, and I’d explain the truth of the 
matter, and he’d immediately change the 
subject. His wife listened to the discussion 
from a fearful distance. 

He gradually slipped in concepts like the 
origin of human evil, and the intelligence behind 
the universe. I realized that he didn’t share my 
curiosity about the other team; he thought 
that the protesters needed their souls saved 
just like the drunkards and fornicators of 
Mardi Gras. What else but the great tempter 
himself would inspire people to gather publicly 
against our rightful civil authorities? I kept 
looking at my watch so he’d realize I had 
somewhere to go (anywhere). 

San Francisco 

The e-mail from the Slingshot zone 
requested perspectives on America outside 
the Bay Area anti-war bubble. Seeing the 
glorious, historic downtown San Francisco 


action the day after the war started, I 
contemplated what makes the rest of the 
country different. Part of it is certainly the 
strong anti-war public opinion in the inner Bay 
Area. But what really struck me was how 
everyone hit the streets, artists, punx, and 
workers. Everyone just felt that it was time to 
act. In other cities, the perception of 
“protest culture,” was that walking around 
with a sign was something that only the 
“activists” did. I didn’t see people from the 
rest of my life at demonstrations. People 
everywhere say orderly protests aren’t 
enough. But whereas in San Francisco that 
means do more, everywhere else it seems to 
mean do nothing. Ironically, part of the reason I 
strayed from Oakland was my feeling that the 
activist ghetto vortex was too out of touch 
with other people. 

Boy Scouts in Battle 
On the road, by train, bus and plane, people 
didn't talk about the war. Unlike 9-11, there 
was no perception of national consensus that 
would make such politics polite conversation. 
But I still get the sense that no one, regardless 
of their beliefs, believes the corporate media 
anymore. I found the Eastern Washington local 
paper on the train; the front story was about 
U.S. troops risking their lives to save a little 
old Iraqi lady caught in the crossfire. 


Shoot 'm, toys 
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“The fact that so many people that day 
received injuries to their heads, arms, and 
torsos strongly indicates that the officers 
were not firing these weapons as the 
manufacturers intended. The fact that so 
many people, like myself, were shot in the back, 
underscores the fact that the Oakland Police 
Department was firing on people who were 
runnina awav. As reDorted bv the San 


force in the police arsenal, second only tol 
firearms. In fact, these weapons are classified] 
as being more severe than a police canine bite.l 
Therefore, according to the stated policy of* 
the Oakland Police Department, if the police i 
had been justified on April 7 in shooting us' 
with wooden bullets, they would also have been, 
justified in unleashing police dogs on the! 


by the thousands in the streets — we know 



Leaping 
leftovers 
Patman! 

By PB Floyd 

During the period leading up to the war — 
to try to dispel the fear and depression — 
our house started trying to name all of our 
refrigerator leftovers with radical, inspiring, 
funny names. 

Intifada enchilada. Black Eyed Bush Salad. 

Orange Alert Tahini sauce. 

Silly, you protest? Well, maybe this is just 
the kind of silliness that we need to keep sane 
in a world that increasingly seems to be 
dominated by power, violence, consumerism and 
blind obedience. In a system based on 
rationality, mechanistic capitalist economics, 
mass industrial production and computer 
technology, humor is a particularly human 
quality. Computers and machines can imitate 
all kinds of mechanical, rational human behavior, 
but they can’t crack jokes. Only our beautiful, 
biological, imprecise brains can react to the 
world with a new silly idea, like radical names 
for refrigerator leftovers. 

Photo-syntho-soup. Brocc’o’leave Iraq 
pasta. Darn it Dahl Bush 

The personal really is political. Those in 
power spread propaganda with their 
capitalist technological communications 
systems like television. Thus, the we need to 
learn how to spread the vision of liberation and 
life everywhere in humble, small, invisible ways. 

Like grass slowly growing up through the 
i cracks in the concrete, perhaps our counter¬ 
information can eventually sneak up on the 



mighty machine and topple it. 

Commie red spice sauce. Lentils against the 

war. Intersection blocking asparagus. 

People in a resistance movement against 

imperial terrorism need to keep joy, inspiration 
and rebellion close at hand — like in a re-used 
yogurt container for your lunch. After each 
meal, we’d wash the dishes, wipe the counters 
and try to figure out what to name the food we 
had just eaten. After a while, we had to 
develop a few simple rules: the name had to 
give at least some vague idea of what the food 

was. Before the rule, the refrigerator became 
a collection of slogans devoid of any meaning. 
The rule made the game harder in a good way, 
because you had to figure out fancy 
relationships between food and a particular 
political message. 

Coalition to marinate Tofu. Inti. Women’s 
Day Spread of Peace. 

When your whole house is out in the street 
day after day resisting an unjust war — 
blocking intersections, hanging banners from 
freeway overpasses, going to meetings, tying 
up traffic with bike masses, painting signs — 
you’re going to need some good, nutritious 
food when you get home at night. In times of 
struggle, spending time to cook, eat and take 
care of yourself is even more important so you 
can be effective the next day. Cooking from 
scratch rather than eating out is best — and 









cartoon. Hed bring up 9-11 or nuclear 
weapons, and I’d explain the truth of the 
matter, and he’d immediately change the 
subject. His wife listened to the discussion 
from a fearful distance. 

He gradually slipped in concepts like the 
origin of human evil, and the intelligence behind 
the universe. I realized that he didn’t share my 
curiosity about the other team; he thought 
that the protesters needed their souls saved 
just like the drunkards and fornicators of 
Mardi Gras. What else but the great tempter 
himself would inspire people to gather publicly 
against our rightful civil authorities? I kept 
looking at my watch so he’d realize I had 
somewhere to go (anywhere). 

San Francisco 

The e-mail from the Slingshot zone 
requested perspectives on America outside 
the Bay Area anti-war bubble. Seeing the 
glorious, historic downtown San Francisco 


with a sign was something that only the 
“activists” did. I didn’t see people from the 
rest of my life at demonstrations. People 
everywhere say orderly protests aren’t 
enough. But whereas in San Francisco that 
means do more, everywhere else it seems to 
mean do nothing. Ironically, part of the reason I 
strayed from Oakland was my feeling that the 
activist ghetto vortex was too out of touch 
with other people. 

Boy Scouts in Battle 
On the road, by train, bus and plane, people 
didn’t talk about the war. Unlike 9-11, there 
was no perception of national consensus that 
would make such politics polite conversation. 
But I still get the sense that no one, regardless 
of their beliefs, believes the corporate media 
anymore. I found the Eastern Washington local 
paper on the train; the front story was about 
U.S. troops risking their lives to save a little 
old Iraqi lady caught in the crossfire. 


Shoot 'em, Poys 


Continued from page 3 

“The fact that so many people that day 
received injuries to their heads, arms, and 
torsos strongly indicates that the officers 
were not firing these weapons as the 
manufacturers intended. The fact that so 
many people, like myself, were shot in the back, 
underscores the fact that the Oakland Police 
Department was firing on people who were 
running away. As reported by the San 
Francisco Bay Guardian, the manufacturer’s 
training manual states that, ‘when firing 
wooden bullets, areas such as the head, neck, 
spine, and groin... should be avoided unless it 
is the intent to deliver deadly force.’ 

“Oakland Police Departmental General 
Order K-3, governing the use of force, 
similarly requires officers to avoid firing these 
weapons at these areas of the body. According 
to the Department’s use of force policy, 
beanbag (and presumably wooden) bullets are 
classified as the second most severe use of 


force in the police arsenal, second only tol 
firearms. In fact, these weapons are classified] 
as being more severe than a police canine bite.j 
Therefore, according to the stated policy of' 
the Oakland Police Department, if the police i 
had been justified on April 7 in shooting us* 
with wooden bullets, they would also have been. 
justified in unleashing police dogs on the I 
crowd. I think we all know exactly which images 
that evokes, and we all know exactly how wrong ( 
that would have been. 

“Word told the Contra Costa Times that | 
his decision to shoot at us was influenced by 
one of the shipping lines. According to the 
Times, Chief Word said that ‘APL told us, 1 
‘You have to clear the property.’ This sounds 
frighteningly like Chief Word allowed I 
American Presidents Line to assist him in 
deciding when to use force against the citizens , 
of Oakland.” 




By PB Floyd 

During the period leading up to the war — 
to try to dispel the fear and depression — 
our house started trying to name all of our 
refrigerator leftovers with radical, inspiring, 
funny names. 

Intifada enchilada. Black Eyed Bush Salad. 
Orange Alert Tahini sauce. 

Silly, you protest? Well, maybe this is just 
the kind of silliness that we need to keep sane 
in a world that increasingly seems to be 
dominated by power, violence, consumerism and 
blind obedience. In a system based on 
rationality, mechanistic capitalist economics, 
mass industrial production and computer 
technology, humor is a particularly human 
quality. Computers and machines can imitate 
all kinds of mechanical, rational human behavior, 
but they can’t crack jokes. Only our beautiful, 
biological, imprecise brains can react to the 
world with a new silly idea, like radical names 
for refrigerator leftovers. 

Pholo-syntho-soup. Brocc’o’leave Iraq 
pasta. Darn it Dahl Bush 

The personal really is political. Those in 
power spread propaganda with their 
capitalist technological communications 
systems like television. Thus, the we need to 
learn how to spread the vision of liberation and 
life everywhere in humble, small, invisible ways. 
Like grass slowly growing up through the 
cracks in the concrete, perhaps our counter¬ 
information can eventually sneak up on the 


mighty machine and topple it. 

Commie red spice sauce. Lentils against the 

war. Intersection blocking asparagus. 

People in a resistance movement against 

imperial terrorism need to keep joy, inspiration 
and rebellion close at hand — like in a re-used 
yogurt container for your lunch. After each 
meal, we’d wash the dishes, wipe the counters 
and try to figure out what to name the food we 
had just eaten. After a while, we had to 
develop a few simple rules: the name had to 
give at least some vague idea of what the food 

was. Before the rule, the refrigerator became 
a collection of slogans devoid of any meaning. 
The rule made the game harder in a good way, 
because you had to figure out fancy 
relationships between food and a particular 
political message. 

Coalition to marinate Tofu. Inti. Women’s 
Day Spread of Peace. 

When your whole house is out in the street 
day after day resisting an unjust war — 
blocking intersections, hanging banners from 
freeway overpasses, going to meetings, tying 
up traffic with bike masses, painting signs — 
you’re going to need some good, nutritious 
food when you get home at night. In times of 
struggle, spending time to cook, eat and take 
care of yourself is even more important so you 
can be effective the next day. Cooking from 
scratch rather than eating out is best — and 
you get to name the leftovers. 
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Action Calendar! 



June6*8pm 

Free film “Battle Of Algiers”'' 


Shattuck Ave Berkeley 


June 7th-12th 

Salmon River Action Camp - In the beautiful and wild 
Klamath Basin in Northern California. Large roadless areas 
are slated for logging incursions. Contact 503 957 5572 
or email bwsisq@yahoo.com, mazamaforestdefense.org 

June7*8pm 

Film: “Banned in Berkeley” and performance by 5 disabled 
women artists on their sexuality and relationships. Long 
Haul 3124 Shattuck Berkeley 

June 7-8 

FTAA Miami, Anti-Capitalist Consulta-Louisville, KY Pre¬ 
register: ftaaconsulta@yahoo.com 

June 13 *6 pm 

Critical Mass bike ride Meet at Downtown Berkeley BART 

June 13-15 

Allied Media Conference-Bowling Green, Ohio (419) 494- 
6850 www.alliedmediaprojects.org 

June 14 *8 pm 

Free film “Dersu Uzala” 3124 Shattuck Ave. Berkeley 

June 20 *5:30 pm 

Critical Mass bike ride in Alameda. Meet at Alameda City 
Hall, Oak and Santa Clara (every third Friday) 

June 21st >8 pm 

Free film “Videodrome” 3124 Shattuck Ave. Berkeley 

June 20-22 

Biodevastation Conference Washington, DC Contact 
larcher@foe.org 

June 23-25 

Stop the WTO Summit of Ministers of Trade, Agriculture, 
and Environment- Sacramento, CA Contact (916)497- 
1111 www.sacmobilization.org 

June 27-July 26 

Bike Summer 2003 New York City www.bikesummer.org 

June 27th-July 7th 

Minnesota Earth First! Round River Rendezvous Contact 
Minnehaha EF! rrrmn@ziplip.com 



July 

July 10-13 __ 

Green Anarchist gathering-Allegheny Forest, Pennsylvania 
www.blackandgreen.org 

July 11 *6 pm 

Critical Mass Berkeley Meet at Downtown Berkeley BART 

July 18-20 

Forest Action Training Camp outside Portland, Oregon 
(Cascadia Summer) cfa@spiritone.org (503) 241-4879 


August 




lugusll-3 

Portland Zine Symposium PSU campus, downtown' 

Portland OR www.pdxzines.com 

August8*8pm 

Party for Long Haul Infoshop’s 10th birthday. 3124 
Shattuck Ave., Berkeley. 

August 8-10 

Break the Chains Conference against the prison industrial 
complex. U of Oregon Eugene, www.breakthechains.net 

August 9-10*10 am-4 

Zine Fest San Francisco location TBA www.sfzinefest.com 

August 10 *1:30 

Stop the Warmakers, Livermore Labs (925)443-7148 

August 16* noon-6 

LA Zine Fiesta Plummer Park Community Center, 7377 
Santa Monica Blvd, West Hollywood CA 
www.geocities.com/lazinefiesta 

September and later f 

September 10-15 

Shut down the WTO Ministerial • Cancun, Mexico 

October 25-26 

2nd Toronto Anarchist Bookfair 2003 519 Church St. 
Community Centre tab2003@ziplip.com . 

October 25* 10 am--6 pm 

New Orleans Bookfair Barrister’s Gallery 1724 Oretha 
Castle Haley Blvd. www.nolabookfair.com 

November 17-21 

Disrupt the FTAA Miami Ministerial Summit • Miami Florida 
202 778-3320, 510 663-0888, www.ftaamiami.org. 

















